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KENILWORTH. 



CHAPTER I. 



' iSnn^. Hare jaa the Uim'i put iriitloi T vitj, it it he, girc it 
me, fin I un bIow of atody. 

Quince. You ma; do it exIeoiporB, let it ii ooiblng but ra*r- 
Ing. 

MidtummtT'Xi^'i Dmm. 



WuEV the Countess of Leicester arrived at 
the outer gate of the Castle of Kenilworth, she 
found the tower, beneath which its tunple portal 
arch opened, guarded in a singular manner. Upon 
thebattlementawereplaced gigantic warders, with 
clubs, battle-axes, and other implements of an- 
cient warfare, deigned to represent the soldiers of 
King Arthur ; those primitive Britons, by whom, 
according to romantic tradition, the CatfUe had 
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been first tenanted, though history carried back 
its antiquity only to the times of the Heptarchy. 
Swne of these tremendous figures were real men, 
dressed up with vizards and buskins ; others were 
mere pageants composed i^ paste-board and buck- 
ram, which, viewed fnxn beneath, formed a suf- 
fideutly striking representation of what was in- 
tended. But the ^gSBlie pfHto* who waited at the 
gate beneath, and actually discharged the duties 
of warder, owed none of bis temws to fictitious 
means. He was a man whose huge stature, thewes, 
auMWS, and bulk in proportiaa, would have en- 
abled him to enact Colbrand, Ascapart, or any 
other ^ont of romance, without raifflug htmsetf 
nearer to heaven even by the altitude of a cbopin. 
The 1^ and knees of this soa of Anak were 
bare, as were his aims from a spau below the 
dHHilder ; but bis feet were defended with sandals> 
fiutened with cross straps of scarlet leather, stud- 
ded with brazen knobs. A close jnkin of scarlet 
vdvet, lo(^ped with gold, with short breeches cf 
' the same, covered bis body and a part of his limbs; 
and he wore on his shoulders, instead of a doak, 
the skin of a black bear. The head of this forml- 
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dable penon was unconred, -.^xiwptiog bj bis 

ahaggy black bur, which descended oo fatbernde 
around features of that buge, luminsb, and heavy 
caet, which axe often annexed to men of v^iy luw 
common ace, and wbich^ notwithatutdiog lonie 
distinguidied exceptUHM, htne cnated s gene. 
ral prgadice against panta, aa being a dull asd 
sullen kind of persons. This tretDradous ward- 
er was iqipropriately armed with a heavy club^ 
qnked widi sted. In fine, be represented excel. 
holly one of those giasts of papular ronuaoe, 
who %ure in evety faity tale, or legend of knight- 
errantry. 

The donesnonr of this modem Titan, irhea 
Wtr^tand Smith bent his attention to him, bad in 
it SOTnetlung argwng much mental embaroBft' 
ment and vexstitm ; for sonetinies he sat down 
for an instant on a massive stone bencb, which 
seemed placed for bis accotnniodation bende the 
gale-way, and then ever and anon be started up, 
scratching his huge head, and staiding to and fro 
tm ht9 post, like one under a fit of impatience and 
anxiety. It was while the porter was pacing be> 
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fore the gate m this a^tated tnanoer, that Way- 
land, tDodestly, yet as a matter of course, (not 
however without some mmtal misg^viDg,) was 
about to pass him, and enter the portal arch. The 
porter, however, stopped his progress, bidding 
him, in a thundering voice, '* Stand back !" and 
enfordng his injunction by heaving up his steel- 
shod mace, and dashing it on the ground before 
Waylaitd^shtH'se^s nose with such vehemence, that 
the pavement flashed fire, and the arch-way rang 
to the clamour. Wayland, availing himself of 
I^kie*B hint, b^^an to state that he belonged to 
a band of performers to which his presence was 
indispenuble, that he had been accidentally de- 
taiiied behind, and much to the same purpose. 
'But the warder was inexorable, and kept mut- 
tering and murmuring something betwixt hia 
teeth, which Wayland could make little of ; and 
addresfflng betwixt whiles a refusal of admittance, 
couched in language which was but too intelligi- 
ble. A specimen of his Bpeech might run thus. 
— <■ What, how now, my masters P (to himself) — 
.Here> a stir— here''8 a ciHl.-»(Then to Wayland) 
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■—You are a lotlenng knare, and shall have noeo' 
trance — (Agiun to hiuiseif,) — Here's a throog— 
here's a thruBtJng.— I shall ne'er get through with 
it — Here's »— humph — ha — (To Waylaod)^ 
Back from the gate, or I'll break the pate of thee 
— ^Once more to himself)— ^Here's »— no— I diaU 
never get through it." 

" Stand still," whispered Flibberti^bbet into 
Way land's ear, " I know where the tiboe pinches, 
and will tatne him in an instant." 

He drc^>ped down from the horse, and akip- 
[ung up to the pcater, {ducked him by the tail of 
the bear-skin, so as to induce him to decline his 
huge head, and whispered something in his ear. 
Not at the conmand of the lord of some eastern 
talisman did ever Afrite change hb horrid frown 
into a look of smooth submission, more suddenly 
than the gigantic porter of Eenilworth relaxed 
the terrors of his look, at the instant Flibberti'- 
^bbet's whisper reached hla ears. He flung his 
dub upon the ground, and oaught up Dickie 
Sludge, reusing him to such a distance fraifi the 
earth, as might have proved perilous had he 
chanced to let~him slip. 
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" It M CTCD SO," he Mud, with a tbundcni^ 
scmod c^ exultat3«i>^" it ii even lo, ray Bttlc 
d*ndiep)«t~-Biit who the devil oouU teach it 
. theef 

** JDo Dot thoD care about Ihttt," said I^ibber- 
tigibbet ; *^ biit'"-~-hQ looked at Wsf laid end 
the lady, and then sunk what he bad to say in a 
wb)^>er, whidi needed not be a loud one, as the 
^ant held bitn for his eDDrenieDca dose to his ear. 
The porter then gave Dickie a waim careo^ uut 
Bet Inm on the ground with the same care wluch 
a oareAil bouBewife ueea in replacing a cracked 
dtina cup upon her nantle-peee, caltiiigout at 
Uie sane time to Wayland and the lad;, ** In 
with you-^n wth you*>-and take heed how you 
oome too late another day when I chance lo be 
porter.* 

'* Ay, ay, in with you,** added FHbbertig^bbet ; 
" I must stay a short space with mine honest 
JHiilistine, my Goliath of GaUi here; but I will 
be with you soon, and at the bottom of ati your 
seonts, were tb^ as deep and dark as the Castle 
dungeon." 

" I do believe thou woiiLd'st,^ uaid Wayland ; 
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** but 1 triKt the seetet irill be eooii out of my 
keepng, and then I shall care the leu whethar 
thou or aaj one knowci it." 

They now crossed the entnnice towsr* whidi 
obtiuned the nsane of the GolWy-tower, ham tb« 
Mioiring carcuustuioe : — ^Tbe irhole bridge, ex- 
tending from the eutranoe' to another tower on 
ibe oppoule nde of the lake, called Mortimer'* 
Tower, iras so disposed as to make a upaooiu 
lilt-yaid, about one hundred and lliirty yards in 
lengthy and ten in breadth, sUwwed with the 
finest sand, and d^endad on either side by strong 
and high |>ahMdes. The broad and fur gallery, 
destined for the ladies who were to witness the 
feats of chivalry presented on this area, was erect- 
ed on the north^nade of the outer tower, towhicb 
it gave name. Our travellers passed slowly along 
the bridge or tilt-yiird, and arrived at Morlimer'g 
Tower, at its farthest extremity, through which 
the approach ted ialo the outer, or base coiirt of 
the Castle. Mortimer^s Tower bore on its front 
the scutcheon of the Sari of March, whose da- 
ring aml»tion overthrew the throne of Edward II. 
and aspired to share bis power with the " Slu:- 
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wolf of France," to whom the unha{^y mooarch 
was wedded. The gate, which opened nad& Uua 
omtDous memorial, was guarded by many ward- 
en IB rich liveries-, but tbey offered no oppod- 
tion to the entrance of the Countess and her guide, 
who. having passed by ticense of the prinapal 
porter at the Gallery-tower, were not, it may be 
mipposedf liable to interruption from bis depu- 
ties. They entered accordingly, in silence, the 
great outward court of the Castle, having then 
full before them that vast and lordly pile, with 
all its stately towers, each gate open, as if in sign 
of unlimited hosptality, and the apartments fill- 
ed with noble guests of every degree, beades de- 
pendants, retainers, domestics of every descrip- 
tion, and all the appendages and pnxnoters <^ 
mirth and revelry. 

. Amid this stately and busy scene, Wayland 
halted his horse, and looked upon the lady, as 
if waiting her commands what was nest to be 
done, Mnce they had safely reached the place of 
destination. As she remained ralent, Wayland, 
after wuting a minute or two, ventured to ask 
her in direct terms, what were her next commands. 
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She nosed her hand.to her forehead, as if la the 
act of collecting her thoughts and resolutitm, 
while she answered him in a low end mppreased 
voice, like the murmura of one who speaks in a 
dream — " Comnmods P I may indeed clwm right 
to commaod, hut who is there will obey me.'" 

Then suddenly rainng her head like one who 
has formed a dedsive resolution, she addressed a 
guly dressed domestic, who was crosung the court 
with importance and bustle in his countenance.— 
" Stop, OTf"" she said, " I desire to speak with the 
Earl of Leicester." 

" With whom, an it please you P" said the man, 
Burptised at the demand; and then looking upon 
the mean equipage of her who used towards him 
such a tone of authority, he added with insolence, 
*' Why, what Bess of Bedlam is this, would ask 
to see my lord on such a day as the present F" 

" Friend," said the Countess, " be not inso- 
lent— 4ny buidnefis with the £arl is most urgent." 

*' You must get some one else to do it, were it 
thrice as urgent," sud tlie fellow.—" I should 
summon my lord from the Queeu^s royal presence 
to dot/our business, should I ?— I were like to he 
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thanked irith a bone-whip. 1 marvd our old 
porter took not measure of sut^ ware with lua 
club, instead of ^ving them poBBage; but bia Inais 
is addled with getting his speed) by heart" 

Two or three persmis stopped^ attracted by the 
fleering way in winch the ararving-man exprened 
himself; and Wayland, alarmed both iiw himself 
and the lady, hastily addresaed hinadf to one 
who aj^teared the most civil, and thnntiBg a 
jnece o( sKMiey into his band, held a momeit^s 
ooudmI with him, oo the sul^ect of finding a j^ace 
of tranporary retre^ for the ladj. The penoa 
to whom he spoke, being one in some autbority, 
rebuked the others for their ininvility, and cotn- 
manding one fdlow to take care of the straa- 
gers' bwses, he derired tbem to foUaw him. The 
Countess retuned presence of mind snfficient to 
see that it was absdutely necessary she should 
comply with his request ; and, leaving the mde 
lacqueys and grooms to crack thor bmtid jeMs 
about %ht heads, light heels, and so forth, Way- 
land and she followed in silence the deputy osber, 
who undmook to be thor ocnductor. 
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The^ entered the inno: court o( the Castle by 
the great gateway, whkli extended betwixt the 
prinapal Keep or Donjon, called Cesar's Tower* 
and a stately buUdmg which passed by the name 
of King Henry's Lodging, and were thus placed 
in the centre o£ the noble |ule, which pieientsd on 
its diferent fronts magnificent qteomens of every 
species of castdlated architecture, from the Con- 
quest to die reign of Elizabeth, with the appro- 
priate style and ornaments of each. 

Across this inner court also they were conducted 
by their guide to a small but strimg tower, occupy- 
ing the north-east angle of the buil£i:^, adjacent 
to the great hall, and fiHing up a space betwixt 
the imsKiue range (^ Idtchens and the end of the 
great hall itself. The lower part of this tower was 
occupied by scnne of the household officers of Lm- 
cester,owing to its convenient vicinity to the places 
vbere their duty lay ; but in the upper storey* 
which was readied by a narrow winding sUur, mm 
a small chamber, whidi, in the great demand tn 
lodgings, had been on the present occautxi fitted 
up for the reception of guests, though generally 
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said to have been uaed m a place of confinemeat 
far sMne unlu4>p; perstm vho bad been there' 
murdered. Tradition called this priaoner Mer- 
vyn, and transferred his name to the tower, That- 
tt had been used as a piiaoD was not improbable ; 
for the floor of each storey was arched, the wall s 
of tremendous tluckness, vhile the space of the 
chamber did not exceed fifteen feet square. The 
window, however, was pleasant, thou^ narrow, 
and commanded a deli^tful view of what was 
called the Pleasance ; a sqsace of ground enclosed 
and decorated with arches, trojdiies, statues, foun- 
tuns, and otheruxdutectural monuments, whu^ 
formed one access from the castle itself to the gar- 
den. Therewasabedinthet^Mrtnientjandolh^ 
preparations tar the reception of a guest, to which 
the Countess paid but sh^t intention, her notice 
being instantly arrested by the ffl^t of writing 
materials pUiced on the table, (not very commonly 
to be found in the bed-rooms of those days) wluch 
instandy suggested the idea of writing to I^dces* 
ter, and remuning fnivate until she had received 
his answer. 



n,G0(V^[c 



KSNtLWORTR. 15 

The deputy-uther having introduced them in- 
to ttus commodious i^HUtment, courteously asked 
Wayland, whose generosity he hod expmeoced, 
whether be could do any thing farther for his 
service. Upob rec^ving a gentle hint, that some 
re&eehment would not Be unacceptable, he pre> 
sendy txHiTeyed the Bmith to the Jnittery-hatcb* 
where dressed ptoviaons of oil awta were dis* 
tiibuted, with hospitable profunou, to all who 
asked for them. Wayland was readily supplied 
with some light ptovinons, such as he thou^t 
woiild best suit the faded appetite (^ the lady, 
and did not omit die opportunity of himself ffi&- 
Idng a hasty but hearty meal on more substan- 
tial fare. He then returned to the apartment in 
the turret, where he found the Countess, who 
had fimshed her letter to Leicester ; and, in lieii 
of a seal and mlken thread, had secured it with a 
brmd of her own beautiful tresses, secured by 
what is called a true-love knot. 

" Good fnend,"' sud she to Wayland, " whom 
God hath sent to aid me at my utmost need, I 
do beseech thee, as the last trouble you shall take 
for on unfortunate lady, to deliver this letter to 
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the noUe Earl of Ldoetter. Be it recnved as 
it Butjr," ilie.ntd, witb features ablated betwixt 
h(^ and fear, *< thou, good feUow^ shall have 
DO more cumber with me. But I hope the beat ; 
and if ever lady made a poor oian lidi, thou hast 
surdy deaored it at my hand, diould my happy 
days ever ctHoe round agauu Give it, I |»ay you, 
into Itoid Leicester's owa hand, md mark how 
he iooLs OQ receaving iL" 

Wayland, on hit part, readily undertook tbe 
cammisnon, but anxiously pn^ed die lady, in his 
bim, to partake of some rcfreahment ; in which 
he at Iraigth prevailed, more thntugfa importuni- 
ty, and her desire to see him b^one on his er- 
rand, than from any indinaUtm the Counteas felt 
to comply with his request. He then left her, ad- 
vising her to look her door <m the inade, and not 
to sdr ftam her Uttle apartment'— and went Uf 
seek an opportunity of diadurg^Dg bcr errand, 
as well as of carrying into effect a purpose of his 
own, which circumstances had induced lum to 
tbrm. 

In fact, from the conduct of the lady during 
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the joumGy-^^cT long fits of profound s 
the irresoiutioa and uncertunty which aeemed to 
pervade sU her movements, and the obvioue in- 
capacity of thinking and acting for herself, un- 
der which she seemed to labour, Wayland had 
formed the not improbable opinion, that the diC 
ficulties of her ntuation had in some d^ree af- 
fected her understanding. 

When she had escaped from the sedunon of 
Cumnor Place, and the dangers to which she was 
there exposed, it would have seemed her most 
rational course to retire to her father's, or else> 
whare, at a distance from the power of those by 
whom these dangers had been created. When, 
instead cf damg so, she drananded to be ccNOvey- 
ed to Kenilworth, Wayland had been only able 
to account for her conduct, by suppoong that 
she meant to put herself uilder the tutelage c^ 
Tressilian, and to appeal to the protection of the 
Queen. But now, instead of following this na- 
tural course, she entrusted him with a letter to 
Lncester, the patron of Varney, and within whose 
jurisdiction at least, if not undo- his express au- 

VOL. III. B 
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■ibantj, aU the evils alia had already auffeMd were 
inflicted upcxi ber. This aeemed an unsafe, and 
eren a desperate measure, and Wayknd Mt aa- 
3uety for lus own safety, as well as that of the 
lady, diould be execute her commission, before 
he had secured the advice and countenance of a 
protector. He therefore resolTed, before deliver- 
ing the letter to L^cester, that be would seek out 
Tresolian, and communicate to him the airival of 
the lady at Eenilwortb, and thus at once rid him- 
«elf of all furtbcf re^nntnlity, and devolve the 
task »£ guiding and protecting this unfcntunate 
lady upon the patron who had at first emph^ed 
him in her service. 

** He will be a better judge than I sn," said 
Wayland, *' whetfaer she b to be gratified in this 
humour of appeal to my Ijoed of Leicester, whicdi 
Deems hke an act of insanity ; and, therefore, I 
will turn the matter over mi his bands, deliver 
bim the letter, receive what they list to give me 
by way of .guerdtm, and tbea shew the Castle of 
KenUworth a pair of light beds ; for, alier the 
wtn-k I have been engaged in, it will be, I fear, 
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nntber a safe nor «bole«»ne place of rendence; 
and X would rather dioe colts est die coldest coDV 
moB in En^andf than ihare in ih&r gayest re- 
vds." 
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CHAPTER II. 

In my time I ture leta • boj do vondm. 
Rofafn, the nd tinka, bid a bo; 
Would ha' nm tbtaa^ m oAJude. 

TluOatenlb. 

Amid the uiUTersal bustle which filled the Cas- 
tle and its environs, it was no easy matter to find 
out snj individual ; and Wayland was alill less 
likely to li^tup(Hi Tresmlian, whom he sou^t so 
anxiously, because, senuble of the danger of at- 
tracting attention, in the circumstances in which 
be was placed, he dared not make general inqui- 
ries among the tetmners or domestics of X>eices- 
ter. He learned, however, by indirect questions, 
that, in all probalnlity, Tresnlian must have been 
one ot a large party of gentlemen in attendance 
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on the Earl (^Susaex, who had accompsnied their 
patJOD that morning to Kenilworth, vhen L^ 
ceater had rec^ved them with marks of the moat 
formal respect and distinction. He farth^ leanw 
ed, thatboth£arl8,with their followers, and manj 
other nobles, knights, and genlleinen, had taken 
horse, and grate towards Warwick several houn 
snce, for the purpose of escorting the Queen to 
Kenilworth. 

. Her Majesty's arrival, like other great events, 
was delayed from hour to hour ; and it was now 
announced by a breathless post, that her Majes* 
ty b^ng detained by her gracious desire, to te- 
c^ve the homage of her lieges who had thriMiged 
to wait upon ha at Warwick, it would be the 
hour of twilight ere she entered the Castle. The 
intelligence released for a time those who were 
upon duty, in the immediate ^rpectation of the 
Queen's appearance, and ready to ji^y their part 
in the solemnitieB with which it was to be accooh 
pamed i and Wayland, sedng several horsemen 
enter the Castle, was not without hopes that Tres- 
silian might be of the number. That he might 
not lose an importunity of meeting bis patn>n in 
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amk this thoutd be the case, Waylioid placed 
Itims^iD tbe baBc-comt of the Castle^ near Mm- 
timerV Ttnrer, ftnd watched tnrj one i^ mnt 
nr came by the bndge, the extretnity of whidi 
wan ptoteoted hj that bnil^tig. Thul BtAttoued, 
nolxidy cDuld ^ter or laxti the Caad« without 
In oblervdtiim, and moat Kaxionnly did he study 
thtf garb and countenanM d erety hofseinaa, as, 
pasnng from under the opposite GraUery-tovtar, 
tbey paced vhnrly, or curvetted, along the lilt- 
yard) and approached the enttance of the baae- 
court 

Bt]t while WayUnd gassed thus eagetiy to 
discorer him whom he saw not, he was pulled by 
the deete by oae by whom he himself would not 
willingly have been seen. 

This was Dickie Sludge, or Fhbberdgibbet, 
who, like the imp whom name be bote, and whom 
hehadbeoitecoutredmoTdertDiesemhlel seenW 
ed to be eVet at the ear of those who thou^t least 
oflnm. Whatever w<a«Wayland'a internal feel- 
i^, he Judged it necessary ta express Measure 
at thdr unexpected n 



n,Goo<^le 



KUHIII.WQMTU. n 

" H» 1 is it thm, 017 miiBUik-Hl^ jnllar^i 
thuiab*^^ ^ince of awo-dwrnoiU'-flij Gttle 
mousA P" 

" Ay,^ Slid IXckie, " thtt mouBc whuli gnam- 
cd uimder the tiHls, just when the Ikn who wis 
caught in them b^so to look ivncidcrftiUy Jaju 
snasa." 

" Why, thoa little bop-the-gutter, thou wtas 
ahai^ u vinegar this afWrBOoa. But tell toe, how 
did'st thou oome off with yonder jolterJieadfid 
giant, whom I left thee with ?-~I was afrud be 
would have stripped thy clothe*, sod so swallow, 
lowed th«e ai men ped and eat a roaited chea- 
nut." 

**Hadhedoneso,''Te]died theboy, "be would 
hare bad more brains in bis guts than erer be had 
in bis noddle. But the giant is a courteom mon- 
ster, and more grateful than many other fijiks 
whom I have helped at apincb, Mast^ Waylanit 
Smith." 

" Beshrewme, Flibbertigibbet,^ replied Way- 
land, " but thou art sharper than a Sheffield 
whittle i I would I knew by what charm yon 
muzzled yooder old bear ?" 
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** Ay, that is in your own nunner," tmwered 
Dickie ;** you think fine Epeecbes will pass mutter 
instead (rf* good will. However, as to this hooest 
porter, you must know, that when we presoited 
oorselvea at the gate yonder, his brain was over* 
burthened with a qieech that had been penned for 
lum, and which proved rather an overmatdi fiar 
lus gigantic faculties. Now this same |nthy oraticm 
had been indited, like sundry others, by my learn- 
ed niasister, Erasmus Holiday, so I had heard H 
oAoi enough to remember every line. As soon as 
I heard him blnndeni^ and floundering like a 
fish upon dry land, throu^ the first verse, and 
perceived him at a stand, I knew where the shoe 
]nndied, and helped him to the next wcrd, when 
he cau^t me up in an ecstacy, even as you saw 
but now. I promised, as the piice of your admit- 
don* to hide me under his bearish gabetdine, and 
|ff(xnpt him in the houi-of need. Ihavejustnow 
been getting snne food in the Castle, and am 
about to return to him." 

" That's ri^t — that's rif^t, my dear Dicki^" 
rallied Wayland ; " haste thee, for Heaven^ 
sake ! else the poor giant will be utt^ly disooo- 
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Bolate ten want of his dwarfish auxiliaiy— Away 
with thee, Didue." 

" Ay, ay !" answered the haj—" Away with 
IMcUe, when we have got what good of him we 
can. — You will not let me know the story of this 
lady, ^en, who is as much aster of thine as I 
am?" 

" Why, what good Would it do thee, tJiou ally 
cjf P^ said Wayland. 

" O, stand ye on these tenm ?* scud the boy ; 
" well, I care not greatly about the matter, — only, 
I never »nell out a secret, but I try to be rathn- 
at the right or the wrong md of it, and so good 
evening to ye." 

" Nay, but Dickie," said WayUnd, who knew 
the boy's restless and intriguing diapoation too 
well not to fear his enmity—" stay, my dear 
IMokie — part not with old friends so shortly !— 
Thou shalt know all I know of the lady one 
day." 

" Ay !" said Dickie ; ** and that day may 
prove a njg^ one. — ^Fare thee well, Waylwid— I 
will to my laige-Umbed fnend, who, if he have 
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not K> aliarp ft wit as KHoe faiUa, ia at least mcoe 
grateful for the Bervice which' other fidks imdei 
him. And so sguu, good evening to je." 

So Baying, he cast a somoset through the gate- 
way, and, lightii^ oit the bridge, ran with the 
extraordiniuy agility, which was one of lus di»- 
tinguUhed attributes, towards the GaUa^-toweff 
and was out of Rght in an instant. 

" I would to God I were safe out of this Cas- 
tle again f prayed Wayland, internally ; " for 
now that this mischievous unp has put his finger 
in the ^e, it cannot but ftove a mess fit for the 
devil's eating. I would to Heaven Master Tres. 
niian would appear !" 

Tresdlian, whom be was thus aoxioudy ex- 
pecting in aae direction, had returned to Kenii- 
worth by another access. It was indeed tme, a* 
Wayland had conjectured, that, in the earlier 
part of the day, he had acoompamed the Earls 
on their cavalcade towards Warwick, not without 
hope that hemight in that town h^r some tidings 
of his emissary. B^g disappointed in this ex- 
pectation, and observing Vamey amoagst Loces- 
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ter''& attendants, Beeming as if he had some pur- 
pose of adraoong to and sddiesfflng him, be con- 
ceived, in the present drcumttances, it was wisest 
to avoid the interview. He, therefore, left the 
presence-chamber when the High-Sheriff of the 
county was in the very midst of his dutiful addrea* 
to her Majesty ; and, moundng his horse, rode 
back to KenilwcHth by a remote and drcuitous 
road, and entered the Castle by a small saQy-pwt 
in the western wall, at which he was rea^y ad- 
mitted as one of the followers of the Earl of Sus- 
sex, towards whom Ldcester had commanded the 
utmost courtesy to be exercised. It was thus that 
he met not Wayland, who was impatiently watch. 
11^ his arrival, and whom he himself would have 
been, at least, equally denroug to have seen. . 
Having delivered his borse to the charge of hia 
attendant, he w^ked £ae a space in the Pleasance 
and in the garden, ratfaerto indulge in oompantive 
solitude hia own reflections, than to admire those 
singtilar beauties of nature and art which the magu 
nificence of Leicester had there aasonbted. The 
greater part of the persoBsofooiMUdon had left the 
Castk £ar the jtfesent, to form pactxif the Earl's 
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cavalcade ; others, who remained behind, were od 
tlie batdements, oular walls, and towers, eagor 
to view the spleiidid spectacle of the royal eatxy. 
The garden, therefore, while every other part <^ 
the Castle resounded with the human Ttnce, was 
nient, but for the whispering of the leaves, the 
emulous warbling of the tenants of a large aviary, 
with th^ hap|uer compauioDs who remained deni- 
zens of the izee air, and (be pladiing of the foun- 
tains, which, forced into (he air from sculptures 
of fantastic and grotesque fonns, fell down with 
ceaseless sound into the great bamns t^ Italian 
marble. 

The melancholy thoughts of Tresmlian cast a 
gloomy shade on all the objects with whidi he 
was surrounded. He compared the magnificat 
scenes which he here traversed, with the de^ 
woodland and wild moorland which surrounded 
Lidcote-Hall, and the image of Amy Robsart 
glided like a phantom through eve^ landscape 
which his imagination summoned up. Nothing 
is perhaps more dangerous to the future happi- 
ness of men of deep thou^t and retired habits, 
than the entertuning an early, img, and unfiir- 
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tunate attnehment. It frequently nnkl m deep 
into the mind, that it becoineB their dream by 
night and thcnr yimm by day — mixeB itadf with 
ev^ source of interest and enjoyment ; and when 
Uig^ted and withered by final disapprantmeat, it 
Beems as if the springs of Hie heart were dried up 
almg with it This aching of the heart, this 
languishing after a shadow which has lost all the 
gtuety of its oiJouring, thb dwelling on the r&. 
membrance c^ a dieam from which we have beat 
long rou^Iy awakened, is the weakness of a gen- 
tle and generous heart, and it was that of Treft- 

He himself at length became sensible of the new 
cesaity of forcing other objects uponlus mind ; and 
fi>r this purpose he left the Pleasance, in order to 
mingle with the tKHsy crowd upon the walls, and 
view the preparation for tiie pageants. But as he 
left the garden, and heard the busy hum mixed 
with music and laughter, which floated around 
him, he felt an uncontroulable reluctance to mix 
with lodety, whose feelings were in a tone so dif- 
ferent frcHn his own, and resolved, instead of doing 
so, to retire to the chamber assigned him, and enw 
flaj himself in study until the tolling of the great 
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caMlfrJbeJl riuuld annouDce the aniTal of Elnif 
bedL 

Trawlun troned acoording)/ by the pasM^ 
betwixt the bmnaue notge c^ kitcbenfl Bod the 
greit faaD, and aaoeoded to the thiid sberej i^ 
Menji^a Tower, «od spfdTing fainaelf to the 
door of the onail apaztment which had been al- 
kitted to him, vaa surimed to find it was locked. 
He then teeolleded Uiat the dqiuty<duimberlAiD 
had giTOi him a mafiter.kej, adrinog bin, in the 
lireaeDt cmif lued state a£ the Caatle, to keep his 
-door as mudi shut as potable. He s|^ed tfaie 
key to the lock, the bolt revolved, he Altered, aod 
in the same instant saw a female fcnn seated in the 
^lartment, and reco^uzed that &na to be Amy 
Bobaait. 'Bu fintideswas, tiatt a heated iw^ 
aatioii bad raised the KBoage aa wbi^ it doirted 
into virile eststeoae % hi* sewBd, that he bdield 
an appsrition — the tldrd and abiding convictioi), 
-that it was Amy heraelf, paler, indeed, and thin- 
ner than in the days of beedlesa hqipneas, when 
she pooiessed the form ftod hue of a wood-nymph, 
'ndi the beanty(^.a^Ipht but still Amy, un- 
equaled in lovcJiBeas by au|^t vlu(^ had ever 
Ttstted lua ejiea. 
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The aatooiahiDmt of the CoaiUeis waa scarce 
less than that <^ Treasilian, although it waa of 
shorter duration, t)ecause she had beard from 
Wayland that he was in the Castle. She had 
started up at his first entrance, and now «tood 
faong him, the palefieEs of her cheeks having 
^rea way to a deep blush. 

" TreBsilian,'' she sud, «t length, *' why ocHne 
you h«e?" 

" Nay, why come j/ou here, Amy," returned 
TresnliMi, *' unless it be at length to claim that 
ud, whk^, a8fara8<HiemanVheart and arm can 
«xt€nd, shaU instantly be rraidered to you P" 

^e was Golent a mMoent, and then answered 
in a sorrowful, rathw than aa ai^y tone, — " X 
require no aid, Tressiliaa, and would ra&er be 
injured than benefited by any whitdi your kind- 
nescan offa: me. Believe me, I «n near one whwn 
law and lore oblige to protect me." 

" The viUmb then hath done you the poor jus- 
tice which renudned in his poww," said Tressili- 
tm ; ** and I briidkl befwe me the wife of Var- 
ney f" 
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** The vifeof Vamey l" abt related, widi ail the 
emjAuaa of soorti; " With vhat base name} or, 
does your boldness stigmatise the — the—the'"— 
She beratated, droi^ied bar tone d scorn, lock- 
ed down, and was confiued and aleat, for she ie< 
cdlectedwbat fatal ctmsequeDces might attend her 
completing the sentence mth " the Countess of 
Lecester," wUch vere the -words that had natu- 
ndly suggested themselTes. It would have been 
a betrayal c^ the secret, <m which her husband 
bad assured her that his fortunes depended, to 
Tresalian, to Sussex, to the Quern, and to the 
whole assembled court. " Never," she thought, 
" will I break my pnanised Bilence. I will sub- 
mit to every suBpitwni rather tban that.^ 

The tears rose to her eyes, as she stood silent 
before Tressilian ; while, looking on her with 
nun^ed grief and pity, he said, " Alas I Amy, 
your eyes contradict your tongue. That speaks of 
a protector, willing and able to watch over you ; 
but these tell me you are ruined and deserted by 
the wretch to whom you have attached yourself.^ 

She looked on him, with eyes in whidi anger 
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sparitletl thiwigh her tears, but only repeated tlie 
fford 'i wretch I" with a scornful emphasis. 

" Yes, wretch r imd TressUian ; " for were he 
aught better, why are you here, and alone in my 
apartment f why was not £tdng provision nude 
/or your honourable reception?^ 

" In your apartment f" repeated Amy ; " in 
your apartment P It shall wstaatly be relieved of 
my presence." She hastened towards the door ; 
but the Bad reccdlection of her deserted state at 
<nce pressed on ber mind, and, pausing on the 
thrediold, die added, in a tone unutterably pa- 
thetic, " Alaa ! I bad forgot^I know not where 
to go" 

" I ace -■! see it all," said Tres^lian, -springing 
to her ^de, and leading her back to the seat, on 
■which she sunk dowit— " You do need aid — ^you 
^ need protection, though you will not own it ; 
and you shall not need it in vun. Leaning on iny 
arm, as the representative of your excellent and 
broken-hearted father, on the very threshold of 
the Castle-gate, you shall meet Elizabeth ; and the 
first deed she shall do in the halls of Kenilwortb. 
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duQ be an act of justice to ber aex and her mih- 
jects, -Strong in wy good eaute, aid bi tbe QiieeD''s 
jostice, tbe power of her nnnion Aa31 net ebake 
my rescJulioa. I ml! bwtantl; seek Sussex." 

** Not for «H that as under beefcn T Btnd tbe 
Countess, much alarmed, and feebng tbe abeo- 
bite necesnty of obtumng time, «t least, for caa- 
Mdentkin. *^ TnMiian,7aawraevaiittobeg». 
neroos— Grant me one nquest, and bdteve, if k 
be yoor frish to save me Gram ndnery, and fma 
Madness, you wifl do more by making flae tbe pro- 
laise 1 ask of you, than Elisabeth cao do ferine 
with aU her poirer." 

" Aak. me any thing for which you caa aU^ 
reatOD,'' said Treisilba ; " bat demand not of 

*' O, Iknit not your boos, dear Edmund 1" ex- 
eWmed the Countess — " you <moe lored dut I 
dtould call yoa so-~Liniit not your bo«n to re». 
•on! fiwnyoBseisall'madoeatjandphicnEynraBt 
guide tbe coimsttls whicb alone can aid me." 

'** If you apeaik. thus wilfiy,'* said TieaRHan, 
astonidHweat ^ain orerpowering botfc fais grief 
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and hii vcBolutiMi, " I mint klier* you iade«d 

incapable of ttmikiiig or acting for yourself." 
**01iBa!'' she exclaimed, uokingoB One knee 

before hhn, '* I ant not mad-^Iam but a orcfl. 

ture uQutterably miserable, and, Avn raeam- 

Btances the most mngiAx, dtwg^d on to a pMei. 

]«ie by thfi am of faim who thinks be is kee|nng 

am from it — ewa by youiB, Tre«iiliaD«by yours, 
.«Aom I hare boaoured, Teipcot«d— all but loved 

■ and yet ioved too— loved too, TteaHatai*^ 

though not as you wished me." 

There was an enirgy— a idf-poeBessiott— <n 

dsaodsBineat in her Toice and monneiu.^ total 
nognotton of berodf bo faia geaeroaity, whieii, 
together with the kind»esi of her ezpnesuooa to 
hins^, mored hin dee^y. He eaiaed ber, and, 
in iHoken accents^ entrBated hsr to be comTorted. 
" I cannot,'" she aoid, " I ntl not be caBifM!t« 
fd, till you grant me my nequest I I will spetk m 
plainly as I dars-~I am now onwting die ooat- 
mands of one who baa a r^ht to issue tbera — ^Tho 
interfecence of a third person — of you in ospeual, 
Treaslian, will be nniw- utter ruiu to me. Wiut 
but four-and. twenty bcnra, and it may be that Ae 
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'poor Amy may have the means to shew that' dx 
values, and can reward, your dismterested friend- 
ship — that she u ha^y hentif, and has the means 
to make you so — It is sufely worth your palience, 
for so short a space ?" 

Tressilian paused, and~wag}iing isbisnaod the 
various probelnlilies which might render a noient 
interference on his part nore pnju^eial than ad- 
vantageous, both to the hapfnness and reputation 
f^ Amy ; oonsidentig also that ^e was within the 
walls of Kenilworth, and could suffer bo injiny 
in a castle h<Hioured with the Queen's remdence, 
and fiUedwiUiberguardaandattendants,— ^con- 
craved, upon the whole, that he might render her 
more evil than good ser^ce, l^ intruding upon 
her his appeal to Elizabeth inher b^^. He ex- 
preseed bis resolution caulioaBly howera*, doubU 
ing naturally whether Amy Vhopes of extricating 
herself from her difficulties rested on any thing 
stn»]ger tiian a blisded attachment to Vamey, 
whom he supposed to be hev seducer. 

" Amy," he said, while he fixed his sad and 
expressive eyes on her's, which, in her ecstacy of 
doubt, tenor, and perplexity, she cast up towards 
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bim, " I have ever remarked, tliat when othei^' 
called thee girlbb and wilful, there lay under- 
that external semblance of youthful and sdf- 
\viUed folly, deep feeling and stnMig sense. In' 
this I will confide, trusting your own &te in your 
own bands for the space of twenty-four hours, 
without my interference by word itt acL" 

" Do you promise me this, Tresnlian ?" said 
the Countess. " Is it posfflble you can yet repose 
so much confidence in me ? Do you promise, as 
you are a gentleman and man of honour, to in- 
trude in my matters, ndther by speech nor ac- 
tion, whatever you may see or hear that seems 
to you to demand your interference P^Will you 
so far trust me ?" 

'* I will, upon my honour,** said Tresulian ; 
*' but when that space is expred ^ ■— - 

'* When that space is expired," she stud, inter- 
rupting him, " you are free to act as your judg- 
ment shall determine." 

" Is there nought besides which I can do for 
you. Amy ?" said Tressilian. 

" Nothing," said she, " save to leave me — that 
b, if — I blush to acknowledge my helplessness 
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by aduBg iu-if jou can spue me the use of t)m 
afotiaeat for the next twen^..four hours." 

** Thia is moat vcnderful T uid Treenlian ; 
** vhct hope or intsmt cm you hsre Id a Cutle, 
vbere yaa casnot command even an apartment ?" 

"Argueaot, bat leaTeine,''ihe said; and add- 
ed, as he slowly and unwillingly retired, ** 6e- 
aaoueJBdwindl the time may come, whm Amy 
may Atrm she deserved thy noble attachment." 
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CHAPTEB III. 

What, man, ne'er lack ■ dnui^t, vhen tli* Kill a 
Standi M Aim tikow, md cn*» cnptyteg U. 
NVi ^■'^ "ot I'^'i f'" I lisTe no dcligbt 
To wUeh mm's rices, niice I have m;iclf 
Of liztBe ao*^ to boot a£— I'm a Mrikcr, 
WmiM hate the void itrike witli me, peU-mdl, al 



Tsi;ssKJAii, in Btntoge a^taticai of mind, bad 
Ivutdl; 8t^|q>ed down the firvt two or three atep% , 
of the wiading alair-csase, whm, greasy to bis 
suifsioe Aod diq^easure^ he met Michael Lwd- 
bouvQe» ireariog an impudent funiliarity of vi- 
sage, foe which Tresnlian felt much dispoacd to 
tbiow bim down stairs ; until be remembered the 
pnjudice whidi Amy, the only abject of his bo.. 
liatode, yrw lik^y to re^re tiom his enga^Dg 
in any act of viobnce at that time, and in that , 
pUoe. 
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He therefore contented himBelf with looking 
sternly upon Lamboume, as upm one whom be 
deemed unworthy of notice, and attempted to 
pass him in bis way down stairs, without any 
symptom of recogmtion. But Lamboume, who, 
amidst the profusion of that day's hosjutality, 
had not failed to take a deep, diough not an over- 
powering cup of sack, was not in the humour 
of humbling himself hefore any man's looks. . He 
stopped Tressilian upon ^e stair-ease widiout the 
least bashfuluess or embarraesmeat, and addtesS' 
ed him as iT he had be^i oo kind and intimate 
terms :^" What, no grudge between us I bt^ 
\upon old scores, Master Tresnlian P — nay, I am 
one who remember former kindness raUier than 
later feud — ril convince yoa that I meant ho- 
nestly and kindly, ay, aad comfortably by you." 
- " I de«re none of your intimacy ," said. Tres- 
inHan — " keep company with your mates." 

" Now see how baety he is j" said Lamboume ; 
** and how these gentles, that are made question- 
less out of the porcelun day of the earth, look 
downuponpoorMichael Lambourne! You WQuld 
take Master Tressilian now for the most maid-like, . 
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modest, atmpering sqaire of dam^, that ever made 
love when candles were long f the stuff — Niuff — 
call you it P — "Why you would pUy the stunt on 
ns. Master Tresmlian, and forget that even now 
thou hast a commodity in thy very bed-chamb^, 
to the shame of my Irad's Castle, ha ! ha ! ha ! 
Have I touched you, Master Tresmlian ^^ ' 

" I know not whaf you mean,^ laid Treasilian, 
inferring, however, too surely, that this licentious 
ruffian must have been sensible of Amy's [wesenoe 
in his apartment ; " but if," he continued, '* thou . 
art varlet of the chambers, and lackest a fee, there 
b one to leave mine unmolested." 

Lamboume looked at the ^ece ot gold, and 
put it in his pocket, saying^" Now, I know not 
but you might have done more with me by a kind 
word, than by this diiming rogue. But after all . 
be pays well that pays with gold — and Mike Lam- 
boume was never a make-bate, or a spoil-sport, 
or the like. E'en live and let others live, that is 
my motto— only, I would not let some folks cock 
thdr beaver at me nether, as if they were made 
of niver ore, and I of Dutch pewter. So if I 
ke^ your secret. Master Tressilian, you may 
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look iveet oB me at le«t ; and were I to vwt a 
liUlfl backing or countMunce^ bong caught, aa 
yoH aee tlte b«Bt of us me^ be, u a sort of peccs- 
ditto I why. Ton owe it me — and so e'on mak« 
your «^i*iin>M* aare you and that same bird in 
bower bcsida — it'a all one to Mike LambounK." 

*< Makfi way> sir," laid Troanlian, unable to 
bridle bit indignatioD, " jou bare had your fee." 

" Um r uid Lamboum^ giviog [Jaee, bow- 
enr, iriule he aulkily muttei:ed between hjjs teeth, 
repeating TEcaaiban'a wwdt-^' Make way — and 
yui baive had your fee— but it matters not* I will . 
spcnl no Bport, aa I twd brfore ; I en no dog in 
the manger— ooind that" 

He qooke louder and louder, as Tranljan* by 
whom he feU hims^ overawed, got farther and 
farther out of hearing. 

" I am DO dog in the manger — but I will not 
carry coaU neither— mind tbat^ my Master Tressi^ 
lian; and I wiU have a peep at tlus wench, whom 
you have quarto^ so commodiously in your old 
haunted fooov— «fimd of ghoata belike, and not 
too willing .to sleep alooe. If/ had dime this now 
in a strange Iwd's castle, the word had been, — 



C.oo'^lc 



XENILWOKTU. 43 

The porter's lodge for the knave ! and, — ^Have him 
flogged — trundle him down stun like a turnip ! 
—Ay but your virtuoua gentlemen take strange 
privileges over us, who are downright Bervants of 
oursenses. Well — I have my Master Tressilian's 
bead undw my belt by this lucky discovery, that 
is cme thing certain ; and I will try to get a sight 
of this Ijndabrides of his, tljat is another," 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Ham Imii thee well, in; m 
Be gucrdon'd with hud e*e, imait the tow Jnic, 
And let our biAi acnw the pathka flood 
Hc«d KTcnl coonca 



Tbbssiliah walked into the outer yard of tbe 
Castle, Bcarce knowmg what to think of his late 
Btraoge and most unexpected interview with Amy 
Robsart, and dubious if he had done well, being 
intrusted with the del^ated authority of her fa- 
ther, to pass his word so solemnly to leave her to 
her own guidance for so many hours. Yet how 
could he have denied her request,— dependant 
as she had too probably rendered herself upon 
Vamey ? Such was his natural reasoning. The 
happiness of her future life might depend upon 
his not driving her to extremities, and since no 
power of Tressilian's could extricate her from the 
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pow^'ofVarney, supposing he was to acknov- 
ledge Amy tn be his wife, whaft title had he to 
destroy die hope o[ domestoc peace, whkh might 

- yet remaiii to her, bysetting enmity betwixt themP 

- Treeolian resolved, therefore, scnipuloiuly to ob- 
s^re his word- jdedged to Amy, both because it 

-had been given, and because, as he still thought, 
: while lie conudered and reconsidered tliat eztra- 
ordinai^ interview, it could not with justice or 
propriety have been refused. 
. In one respect, he had gwned mudi towards se- 
cuiing effectual protecUon for this unholy and 
'Still beloved object of bis early aSectioD. Amy 
was no longer mewed up in a distant and nota- 
ry retreat, under the cha^eofperson^of doubt- 
ful reputation. She was in the Castle of KeniU 
!'wordi, within the verge of the Royal CoiHrt for the 
time, free from all nsk of violence, and liable to 
-beproduced before Elizabethontliefirstsununons. 
These were cdrcunutances which could not but as- 
«st greatly the efforts which he might have ooca- 
aion to use in her behalf. 

While he was thus balancing the advantages 
•and perils vluch attended her unexpected pre- 
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■ence in Kemlwortfa, TreanlMD WW luMilj and 
ftnxiouBly accosted by Waylsad, wfao, rfler bas- 
taly ejacufaniiig, " ^%aiik Ood, jour vonhip is 
found It last V piooeedcd wiAhwwthkwcgriitm 
to pour inlia his ear die tntaltigCBca, dnrt tlwiady 
had escaped from Cunmor Plaoe. 

" And ia id; facacst in tU» Castle^" said tte^ 
■Uan ; ^ I know it, and I hawe aecn faav — 'Was 
it by her oira dbtuce Ae foiud rcAige in my 
apartment P" 

" No,'' mtmered WayltoA ; >< bat I eouM tUnk 
of noodierirayof nmybeMovingiier, and Mas 
bat too ii'ippf to itad a depu^-udiB wh» knew 
wfaoG you were qoaxtered ^— <n jcdiy aociety 
mdy, ^ hall en te one hand, md tlw kitdien 
ondieotlMrr 

** Peace, tkis no time tar jesting," ansauved 
TRtnliaa, stemly. 

** I iRit dMt but too wdl," said tbe artist, «< &r 
I have felt these t^ree d^ys as if I had m bidter 
•muad my neck. This lady knows net her own 
mind — she will have none of y«nr ai d oea a 
mandt ytm not to benmed to bcr— and is about 
to put herself into the bands of ny Lonl Lnces- 
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ter. I had nerer got her safe under youT ^unu 
ber, had she known the owner of it.** 

" Is it possible P" uid Ticssilian. <* But she 
mfey have hopes the Bail will exert his influence 
in her favour over his Titlaioous dependant," 

** I know nothing of that," snd Wayknd— 
** but I believe, if she is to reoontnle hersdf witli 
either Leicesta or Vtaaej, tbe side of the Cas- 
de of Eenihrorth, frincti will be safest for us, will 
be tbe outside frcm which we can fastest fly away. 
It is not my purpose to abide aa instant after de- 
livery of the lettn to I.eicester, i^ich waits but 
your oommaQda to fiad ite way to haa. Sffi, here 
it is— bat DO— A ^ague on it— I mmt have left 
it in my dog-boIe^ in the btryJ<^ yonder ^ where 
I am to Kieep." 

** Death and fury >" swd Tretsiliaa, tramport- 
ed beyond his usual patienoe ; " tbou hast sot 
lost Aat on winch may <)epeDd a stake more im- 
portHit than a tfaonsaod such lives as thine f " 

" Lost it ■" answered WayUnd, readily ; ** that 
w«re « jest indeed 1 No, ^, I hav« it carefully 
put vap Kith iny night-SMk, and soise matters I 
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have occauon to use — I will feteb it in an in- 

stanL^ 

" Do BO," said Tiesulian ; " be &ithful, and 
tbou shalt be well rewarded. Sut if I have rea- 
son to suspect tbee, a dead dog woe in better 

. case than tbou." 

Waylood bowed, and took his leave with seem- 

. isg confidence and alacrity ; but, in fact, filled 
with the utmofit dread and a»afuson. The let- 
ter waft lost, that was certun, notwithstanding the 
apology which he had niade to appease the impa- 
tient displeasure of Tresmlian. It was lost — it 
nught &11 into wrmg hands-^t would then, cer- 
tainly, occaoon a discovery of the whole intaigue 
in which he had been engaged ; nor, indeed, did 
Wayland see much prospect of its remaining con- 
cealed, in any event. Hefeltmuchhurt, beades, 
at Tresaliaa^a burst of impatience. 

" Nay, if I am to be ptud in this coin, for ser- 
vices where my neck is concerned, it is time I 
should look to myself. Here have I offended, 
for aught I know, to the death, the lord of this 
jstatdiy Castle, whose word were as powerful to 
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take away my life, as the breath which speaks it 
to blow out a farthing candle. And all this for a 
mad lady, and a melaBcholy gallant ; who, on the 
loss of a four-nooked Int of papw* has bis hand 
on his poignado, and swears death and fury I— ■ 
Then there h the Doctor and Vamey — I will save 
myself from the whole megs of them — JUfe is 
dearer than gold — I will fly thiB instant, though 
I leave my reward behind me." 

These reflections naturally enough occurred to 
a mind like Wayland's, who found himself ot- 
gaged fkr deeper than he had expected in a train 
of mysterious and unintelli^ble intrigues, in 
which the actors seemed hardly to know thrar 
own course. And yet, to do him justice, bis per- 
sonal fears were, in some degree, count^balan- 
ced by bis compasmon for the dss^ted state of 
the lady. 

*' I care not a groat for Master Treaulian," he 
said ; " I have done more than bargain by him, 
and I have brought his errant-damozel within his 
reach, so that he may look after her himself ; but 
I fefur the poor thing is in much danger ammigst 
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diese atanny wpiiits. I will to her chamber, and 
tell her the fate which has befaUoi her letter, that 
she may mite sootber if she list She cannot lack 
a mewenger, I trow, where there are m many 
■lacqueys that can carry a letter to th^ lord. Ajid 
-I wilt tell her ako that I leare ihe €astl^ Inist. 
ing her to God, bee own guidanae, and Master 
.Treaa]i8n''8 cafe and looking after. — Ferh^is she 
may remember die ring she i^eied me — it was 
wclL.ean^, I trow ; but she is a lovely creature, 
and — marry hang the ring ! I will not bear a base 
mind for the matter. If I fare ill in this world 
for my good nature, I will have better chance in 
the nest.-rSo now for the lady, and thai for the 
-road." , , 

Wilh the stealthy step and jealous ^e c^ the 
cat that steals on her prey, Waylsfid rescmed the 
way to the Countess's chamber, sliding. al<^g by 
the ade i^the courts and paBsagea, ahke observant 
.of all around him, and studious himself to escape 
(Atsarvation. In this manner he crossed the out- 
ward and inward castle-yard, and tfa« ^«at atch- 
ed passage, whitli, running bptwixt the range of 
kitchen oSicea and tKc ball, led to the bottom of 
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the little winding-stair that gave access to the 
chamben of Mervyn's Tower. 

The arUst congratulated lumself OD having es- 
caped the various peiila of his journey, and waa 
in the act of ^i''j*™^'"g by two st^w at once, 
when he observed that ^le shadow of a man, 
tliiDwn frnm a door wfaidi stood ft-jwr» darkened 
the oppo^te wall of the stair^'caBe. Waylmddrew 
back cautiotisly, went down to the inner court- 
yard, spent' about' a quarter of an hour, which 
aeemed at least quadruple its usual duration, in 
walking from place to place, and then returned 
to the tower, in hopes to find that the lurker had 
disappeared. He ascended as high as the suspi- 
oous spot— there was no shadow on the wall— he 
ascended a few yards farther — the door was stiU 
ajar, and he was doubtful whether to advance or 
retreat, when it was suddenly thrown wide open, 
add Michael I^mboume bolted out upon the as> 
tonished Wayiand. '* Who the devil art thou ? 
and what seek^st thou in this port of the Caatle P. 
Match into diat chamber, and be banged to 
theer 

" I am no dog, to go at evety num's whistle," 
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swid the artist, afiecting a ooafideDce which was 
belied by a timid shake m ha nnce. 

*' Say V thou me so P— Cntie hither, Lawrence 
Staples." 

A huge ill-made and ill-looked felkiw, upwards 
of itx feet higb^ ^ipeared at the door, and Lam- 
boume proceeded: " If thou be^st so fond of this 
tower,' my linMid, thou ihalt see its foirodation^ 
good twelve feet below the bed of the lake, md 
tenauted by certain jolly toads, snakes, and ao 
ibrth, which tbon wilt fiddnitghty good company. 
IrheFefore, <nice more I ask you in fair play> who 
^ou Mt, and what thou seek'st here ?" 

If the duDgeon-grate once clashes behind me* 
thought Waylaod, I am a gone man^— He there, 
fore answered subnussively, " He was the pocw 
juggler whom his honour had met yesterday in 
Weatheriy-bottom." 

- " And what juggling trick art thou playing in 
fliis tower ? Thy gang," s^d Lamboume, " lie 
over against Clinton's buddings." 

" I came here to see my sister," said the jug- 
gler, " who is in Master Tresnlian's chamber, just 
above." ' 
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** Alw !" said Lambounie, tmilkig, ** herd b* 
truths— upoQ my honour, for a stranger, tlus 
sane Master Tresailitui makee huaself at home 
Binoiig us^ and furnuhes out his cdl handsomely, 
with all sort of commodities.— Hark thee, mrrah 
— ^Ttus will be a precioBB takof tbe BMoted Mas- 
ter TresMliao, and will be welcome to soine itilka, 
as a purse d broad pieces to me— Hark ye, Ad- 
low,^ he continoed, addressing Way land, '* tfaoii 
diait not give Puts ahint tosted away — we mmt 
catch her in her form. So, back with that ]^^i^ 
sheep-lHtiog visage of tlune, or i will flkig thee 
from the window of rihe tower, and try if yooT' 
juggling ekill can save your bones.'" 

" Your worship will not be so hard-hearted, 
I trust," said Wayland ; *' poor Jblks must live 
X'trust your honour will allow me tt> qieak tfiA 
my nster?" 

*' Sister on Adam's mde^- 1 wmrant,'" atad Li^ 
bourne; ^' or, if othervisi*, tbe more knittethou.- 
But -Mster or no ^stef, thovt diest on pbirit ot 
fox, if diou ocHDeet a prying to thU tow<er'oiKfi 
more. And now I think of it, uds daggers ttod 



T,Co(>'^[c 



5i KSmLVOETH. 

death ! I -will aee tfaee out of the Castle, forthis 
b a move nudn concern than thy jugglery.'' 

*' But, jdeftBe joai irorBhlp,"~^Baid WayJatkd, 
" I am to enact Anon in the pageant upon llw : 
lake thv very erenrng," 

« I will act it myadF, by Saint Chrislopbei' "- 
Bifid I.amboum&T— ". Oiion, calTatthou hiiaP— I 
villaet prioD, luB belt and hifi seroi atan.toboot.: 
CamBtHfOigtfarei raacal knave ac thou flitr- fol-. 
low me I— Oc stay — Lawrenovidotboubrivglwii. 
jSong." . 

lAwiebce acted by the ts^r of the d<Ak thC; 
unresisting juggler, wldle I.tftShauJrae» wi^i I^i^ 
ty steps, led die way to.tbabjave sally-povt, oe 
teoKt postom* hy which TressUian bad returaed 
to the C^tle, and which qpetoed in the weirtem 
wall, at no great distance, Irom M^ivyn's Tow^, 

While travereuig wi^ a ra}»d foot t^ apace.> 
betwixt .the tower. WkI; the sally-port,., W^lagd-in 
Tain racked hUbtMn forsoi^eidenbowhichm^^ 
avul the poor lady^ for l^^fm, notwith^tan^lt 
hisowniiomia^nt dang^, he felt de^ ^teresf.^ 
But when he was thrust out of the Castle, and 
informed by Lamboume, with a tremendous oath, 
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thst instant death vould be the consequence oT 
his again approaching it, he coat. up bis hands 
and eyee to heaven, 'as if to. call'God to mtnea^; 
he had stood to the uttermost in defmce of the 
oppressed ; then turned his back on the proud 
towers of Kenilworth, and went his way to seek 
a humbler and safer place of refuge. 

Lawriooe wid Lamboume gazed a ]ktle while 
after Wayland, and then turned to go back to 
their'tower; when the ff^mer thus addressed his. 
companion.: ". Never. er^t me^ Master Lam-' 
bourne, if I can guess Why thou hast drivedthis 
poor caitiff frond the GsslSle, just when he was to 
bear a part.in the. show that, wis b^ioiung, and 
aU .this about a wencbi" ' 
, " Ah, I^awrenoe," replied Lambouroe, " Ibot* 
art thjnkiog of Black Joan Jugges of SI>i>gdon, 
aad hast sympstiiy i^th human frailty. But coo- 
laffo, most JM)bld Duke of the Dungeon pad Lord 
(^ Limbo, for thou art.as dark in tbi8m«ttier as 
thine o«^ doOunions of . Little-eane. Myuiptfrei- 
verend Scognor of the Low Countries of EentU 
worth, know that our most notable master, Ri' 
chacd Vamey, would pve. as much to have s hole 
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in tihu same Treanlun's ooat, as would make us 
grane fi% nndm^t carousals, with tlie full leave 
of bidding die steward go Kiick Dp, ifbecanwto 
startle us too socni fnxn our goblets.^ 

" Naj, an that be the case, thou bast li^t," 
sud Lawnnoe Staples, the upper-warder, or in 
oconmoD phrase, the first jaii(» of Kenilworth 
Castle, and of the LHierty and Honour belanging 
Aer^o ; ** but how will you maiuige wfaei you 
are absent at the Queea^i entrance, Master Lank 
bourne; fa- metbinks thou -must attend lb jiim»- 
ter there?" 

*< Why thou, mine hcmest [»iDce of prisons, 
iamt keep ward in my absence — Let Ttesntian 
enter if be will, but see thou let no ttae comeout. If 
the damsel herself would make a break, as ^6s not 
unlike she may, scare her back with rough words 
-uflbe is but a paltry player^ wench after all." 

** ituy, for that m^ter,^ said Lawrence, " I 
might shut the iron wicket upon her, that stiuids 
without the double door, and eo force per fonie 
she will be bound - to her answer without more 
trouble." 

*' Then Tresulisn will not get access to her," 
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■udLamboume, reflecting a moment "But^tu 
no matter — the will be detected in his diamber, 
aod that ia all one.— But coafteG, thou (dd batV 
eyed duiigeonJceeper, that you fear to keep swakc 
by youn^ in that Mervyn's Towor of tlone f" 

" Why, as to fear> Master Lamboilnie," and 
the fdlow, " I imnd it not the tunungof a key ; 
but etrange things bare been beard and sem in 
that tower. — ^You have heard, for as short time 
as you hare been ia K^iilwtHth, that it is haunt- 
ed by die spirit of Artiiur ap Mmryn, a mldcbtef 
taken by fierce Lord Mortkner, wboi he was cna 
of the Lords Marcbferaof Wales, and nairtheted, 
as tUsy say, in that sarae tower VhicH bears hb 
name P" 

" O, I have beard the tale five fatmdred times," 
said Lambourne, " and how the gbost is alw^a 
moBt TO^&FouB when they boil leeka and stir- 
about, or fry toasted cheese in the biiiinaiy t»- 
fpooa. Santo IHavido, man, hold thy Umgue, I 
know all about it." 

" Ay, but thou dost not though," sa^the 
turnkey, " fbr as wise as thou wouklst make thy- 
wlf. Ah, it ii an awAil thing to murder a pri- 
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wiier in bU ward t"— You, that mayhaiegiten a 
man a atab in a dark street^ know nothing of iL 
To give a. mutinous fellow a knock on die head 
iritb die keys, and bid him be quiet, th^''s what I 
cUl keejnng ordain the ward; but todnwwea- 
pbo and slaylnm, as was done (o this Welsh lo^, 
that rutes you a ghost that will render your -pn- 
Bon-faouse udtenantaUe by ady decent captive ios 
aome hundred y«ack And I hare that regard for 
my jmsoners, poor thiAgs, that I liAve put good 
'squires and men t^ Unship, that hate taken a ride 
on the highway, or sUndered my Lotd of L6U 
oeata, or the Uke^ fifty feet undo- grouDd,'rft< 
dier than I would put than into diat upper cham- 
ber yonder that they call Mervyn'a Bower, In- 
deed, by good Siunt POer of the Fettei^ I mar. 
vd my noble \ori^ or Mafder VarDey, would Ihiiik 
4^ lod^ng guests there; andiftlusMaMerTrea- 
«lian cotiid get aby one' to keep bini oompuiy, 
and in eq>e(^'a pretty wench, why truly I .Uiuaik 
he was in the right on'"!.'' 

" I tell thee," said Lambourne, leading the 
■way into the tumkey''s apartfnent, " thou alt aa 
■ass— Go bolt the wicket on thefitwrjand trouble 
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nA ikj noddle tlbout ghosb-^ivd ne the wine- 
sloupj nwn; I am scHnewhal tueted #ith cbafii^ 
with yonder rtecal." 

While Lamboumedrew il long draughtfiKmt 
a jHtcber of claret, which he nude use of without 
any cup, the wardet went <m, TindkatiDg lus own 
bfj^ in the sup^rBitural. 
' " Thou hast been fev hours in this Castle, and 
bast bem for the whoia space bo drunk, X.otn' 
bouru^ tfaabthou (^ deaf, dumb, and blind; But 
we' shttuld he^ lees of jour bragging, woe you- 
to pom a night with (^satiuU inooo, f«(r theniiie 
gfaoct'is hw&SBi. ; ahd more e^fecioU; when a rat>' 
tiitig'wiod.aets in franfr the nentb^wmt, with some 
Sf^inkliiig of i'aio« Mid now Ond then a growl df 
(hundo'j Body (^ Ae, what .cracluBg& atid claBh« 
iq^ :wht4grcaiung8 and What-howlidgs wilt thwe 
beat.sMch'tkit^ .iu-Mert^yB'ft^awer, T%btas ir 
■mat&tbr our.heoda, tillthb:nuitter<^4woqaart4 
gf distiUadwot^Jua iHtt.b«9tveifC|ugh toic^ep 
mjr ladft «ild nw ti^Mh^." -' 
. .<'Tdiaw,'maDJ" xep^iedLuDb0<une)(iiiwhom - 
Ipis last drought) jcaoed^to repeated, viutatifmnf. 
^ pitcher up9ii foruer pccau^pEs began to make 
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not vliat about sfHiiu. No one biom juatly 
what to say about them ; and, in thort, least nid 
may in that matter be tooneit MiRiided. Sane 
men believe ia one thing, nm« in another— •it is 
all matter of fancy. I have known them c£ all 
sorts, my dear Lawrence Ix>ck-the-Docs', and' 
senttUe men too. Tbett"^ a great lord — -weTl 
pass his name, Lawrence— be betieres in the stars 
and the moon, the planets and tb«r oonrMs, and 
so fertb, and that they tmnkle exduarely for In* 
benefit; when insober,orratfaer in drunken tnuh, 
Lawrence, they are cmty shining to keep honest 
fellows Uke me out of the kennel. Wdl, nr, let 
his humour pas^ he is great enough to tndu^ it 
—Then look ye, there is another^— a very leaned 
tmn, I prcHnise you, and can vent Greek and He- 
l^ew as I can Tbleves'-JatiD — he has lu hiunoor 
of sympathies and antipathies— of cban^g lead 
into gold and the like — ^why, via, let diat pass too, 
and let him pay those in tnumnigmted ecsn, who 
are fools enough to let it be current with them.— 
Then here comest thou thyself, another great 
man, though nrifter learned nor noble, yet taU 
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NX bet litgfa> and thou, like a purbtind mole, 
must needs believe in ghoitg and goblinB, and 
aD<^Jike.— Now, lliere \a, beaides, a great iban— 
that ia, a great Uttle man, or a little great mAn^ ' 
my dear Lawr^cc— and Jiil name begins Witb 
V. and what believes he P Wliy botlong, honest 
Lawr«ice-^<iotbing in earth, heaven, or hell i 
and for my part, if I believe there is a devil, it,is 
only faecanse I think there must be tome one to 
catch our friend by the back '* when soul aod 
body sever," as the ballad says— for your anfeca. 
d»it will httve a coniequent — rara cmtecedentemf 
as Dock« Bricham was wont tt>«ay-^Bqt tlusis 
Greek to you now, honest Lawrence, and in sooth 
kanniigg is dry wo^— Hand me the ^ntcher onoe 
more." 

" In fath, if you drink more, Michael," said 
the Warder, " you will be in sorry case ^th^ to 
fkty-Anoa or to wait on your master on Bucb a 
solemn night ; and I expect each moment to hear 
the great bell toll for the muster at MorUma's 
Tower, to receive the Queen." 

While Staples r«nonstrated,X>amboume drank; 
and then setting down the piicber, which was near- 
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tj emptied, with a deep aigh, he said, in an uit< 
dettoaB, which iood rase to s bi^ one as Ins 
apaed» proceedod, " Never niiK}, iMmaoB—^ 
i'be drunk, I know that AxR make ^^uoey ap> 
h<^d me tobpr. Bbt, as I aaid, nerer mibd, I 
can cany iny drink disocedy. Abreover^ I am 
to-gooa the water. -IS OrioD, and diaUtdteodd 
ankflB I take sametliaigcomibitable befiveJiMid: 
Not |day Orion ! Let as lee the best roarer that 
ertfr strained his lungs fin- twelve pence oat< 
raouthme. Whatif tbeyseemea.'littledi^niBed? 
•^Wbenfwe ihoold any man be sober to-night ? 
answer toi th«t--It is mfttter of loyalty to be mer- 
ry—and I tell dice, tboe are those si the eastiej 
who if they Me not merry when drunk, have 
little choice to be merry when sob«- — I n^ne no 
names, Lawrence. But your pottle of sackis a 
£ne sboeing-hom topnll on a loyal humour, and 
a merry one. Huzza for Qaeon Elizabeth I— for 
the noble Leicester ! — ^for the worshipful Master 
Vam^ !— and for Midiael Lamboume, that can 
turn them all round his filler !" 

So saying, he walked down stairs, and across 
the mnet court. 
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The Warder looked alYer him, shook his head, 
and, while be drew close and locked a wicket, 
which, crossing the stMr-caie, rendered it impoe- 
sible for any (me to aacecd higher than the stony 
immediately beoeath Mervyn^s Bower, as Tre»- 
Elian's chamber was named} he thus soliloquized 
with himself — " It*s s good thing to be a favour- 
ite—I well nigh lo^ mine office, because one fros- 
ty morning Master Vamey thought I smelled of 
aquavitse ; and this fellow can appear before htm 
drunk as a wine-skin, and yet meet no rebuke. 
But then he is a pestilent clever fellow withal, oiad 
no one can understand above one half of what he 
says." 
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CHAPTEE V. 



Now bid the iteeple lock— ^ omnes, die comet [^ 
Speak tor at, beDs — ipeak fin ns, ihriII.4oDgoed tackcb. 
Stud u> tb; linMoek, gnnnn ; let thj emus 
Pkjr lucta ■ peal, M if a pafnirn foe 
Cime HMch'd in tnrtwi'd nnks (o ttotm the nmpaHs* 
We will hare p*geuiti too — boi llut cnTei wit. 
And I'm ■ rough-hewn soldier. 

The FirgiK Queen— a Tragt-Came^ 



Tkesbilian, when Wajland bad left faim, as 
mentioned in the lost chapter, remained uocer- 
Xsixk what he ought next to do, when Raleifj^ and 
Blount came up to him arm in arm, yet, acc(»rdtng 
to thar wont, very eagerly disputing together. 
Tresulian had no great desire for tiieir society in 
the present state of his feelings, but there wae no 
posfdbility of avoiding them ; and indeed he felt 
that, bound by his promise not to approach Amy, 
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or take any Step in Htr behalf, it would be his best 
course at oace to mix with general society, and 
to cshiint on his brow as little as he could of the 
anguish and uncertainty whiph sst heavy at his 
heart He therefore made a virtue of nedesnty^ 
and hailed his comrades with, '' All mirth toyoa^ 
gentlemen. Whence come ye ?" 

'.* From Warwick, to be lUte," said Blount ;' 
'* we must needs home to change our halnU, fike 
poor players, who are liuti ia multi|dy thdr per<; 
sons to outward appearance by change of suits ; 
and you had better do the like, Trestolian.^ 

** Blount is right," stud Raleigh ; " the' Queen 
lores such marks of defer6nc«, and notices, aS 
wanting in re^>&:t, those 4'ho, not arriving in hat 
bnmediate attendance, raty apf)ear In their scaled 
and ruffled riding dresg. But look at BloUnt him- 
self, Tresulian, for the love of laii^ter, and se^ 
how his villainous tulor hath apparelled him— 4Bf 
blue, greeOj and crimson, with carnation riUmns, 
and yellow roses in his ^hoes !" 

" Why, what would'st thou havefsaidBIfMint 
" I told the cross-le^;ed thief to do his best, and 
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spare ni> coit ; and methinks th^se tilings are gay 
enouj^-^gayer than thine own^I^ll be judged 
by Tieaailian.'" 

" I agree— I agree," said Walter Ralagh. 
« Judge betwixt us, Ttesalian, for the love of 
beavair 

Tresnlian, thus appealed to, looked at them 
both, and was immediately sensible at a single 
glance, that honest Blount bad taken upon the 
twlor's warrant the ]^ed garments whidi he had 
chosen to make, and was as much embarrassed by 
the quantity of points and ribands which garnish- 
ed his (iress, as a clown is in a holiday suit ; while 
the dress of Raleigh was a well-bncied and rich 
suit, which the wearer bore as a garb too well 
adapted to his elegant person to attract particu- 
lar attenticm. Tressiliao said, therefore, " That 
Blount's dre^ was finest, but Baleigh's the best 
fuuned." 

Blount was saUsfied with hisdecision, " I knew 
mine was finest," he said; "if that knave Double- 
stitch had'brought me home such a ample dou- 
blet as that of Baleigh's, I would have beat hia 
brains out with his own pressing-iron. Nay, if 
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we must be fools, ever let ua be focds of the fifSt 
bead, say I." 

" But why gettest tfaou not on thy braTeiier, 
TresuHan ?^ said Halcagh. 

** I an escluded from my apartment by a nlly 
mistake," said Tres»G«», ** and separated for the 
lime from my b^^^age. I was about to seek thee, 
to beseech a share of Uiy lodging." 

" And welcome," said Kaldgh ; " it is a noUe 
cfoe. My Lord of Locester has done us that kind- 
ness, and lodged us in princely fashion. If his 
courtesy be extorted reluctantly, it is at least ex- 
tended ffir. I would advise you to tell your streigHt 
to the EarPs chamberlain— you will have instant 
redress.'' 

" Nay, it is not wnrth while, since you can 
spare rae room," relied Tressilian— ** I would 
not be troublesome. — Has any oae crane hither 
with you ?" 

' " O, ay," said Blount ; " Vamey and a whole 
tribe of Leicestrians, bendes about a score of us 
honest Sussex folks. — Weareali, it seMUS, to re- 
ceive the Queen at what they call the Gallery- 
tower, and witness some fooleries there ; and then 



~,Goo<^le 



68 KEVIIVORTH. 

we're to reiHain in attendance upon the Queni in 
the Great Hall, God bless the mark, while those 
who are now waiting upon her Grace get rid of 
their dough, and doff th^r ri^ng-suits. Heaven 
help me, if her Grace should speak to oie, I shall 
never know what to answer T 

" And what has detained them so long at War* 
wick P" said Tressilian, unwilling that thdr ood- 
tetsatiou should rrtum to his own aflairs. 

*< Such a successiiHi of fooleries," smd Bkniot, 
<* as were never seen at Barthokxnew-fair. We 
bare had speeches and players, and dogs and 
beats, and inet> makingmonUes, and women map- 
peta of themselves— I marvel the Queen could en- 
dure it But ever and anon came in samethii^ 
of * the lovely light of her gracious countenance,' 
or BOne sOcli trash. Ah 1 vanity makes a fool of 
the wisest. But, omne, let us on to this same Gal- 
Iery-tower,^though I see not what thou, Tres- 
silian, canst do with thy riding-dress and boots." 

" I will take my station behind thee, Blonat," 
said Tressilian, who saw that his friend's unusual 
finery had taken a strong hold of hta imagination ; 
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*' thy goodly size and gay dreas will cover my 
drfecta." 

*' And so thou tiiak, Edmund^'" mid Blount. 
" in fmth I am glad thou thinlL'st my garb Wdl< 
fanciedj for all Matter Wittypale here ; for when 
sne does a foolish tiling, it is right to do U haxtd-' 
Eomely." 

So «>ylng, Blount cocked his bedver, threw out 
his 1^, and marched manftiUy forward, as if at 
the head of te hngade of pikemen, ever and anoiv 
ifxAaag with complaisance on his t^maoti stock- 
ings, and the huge yellow roses wlneh bloeeoftwd 
onhisshoes. Treseilian followed, wrapped lit hb 
own sad tbouglits, and scarce minding Halcigh, 
iritoBo quick fwicy, amtised by the awktrard va- 
nity of has respectj^^ f lietid, Tented itself in jeste, 
which he whispered into Tressilian's ettr^ • 

In iMs manner they crossed the kng biidge^ or 
itit^yard, and toiok thar station, with other geii- 
tlemen (rf'qilatity, before the ontei- gate of tbe 6al- 
kry or &BtniiKe.«>wer; The whole amourtted U 
aiioat forty persoiw, all selected as of the lint 
raokunderthatof knighthood, and were disposed 
in doable rows on ather »de <^ the gate, like 
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a guard of honour, within the dose hedge of [ukes 
and partizans, which was formed b; Lcocetter's 
retainera, wearing his liveries. The gmtlemen 
earned no ajms, save tbeir swords and daggers. 
These gallants were as gaily dressed as imagina- 
tion could derise; and as tfaegaib of the tiiiie per- 
mitted a great display of expennve tnagtuBcence, 
DDu^it was to be seen but velvet and cloth of giM 
aod ailper, ribands, feathers, gems, and gtrfflen 
chains. In spite of his more serious subjects ct 
^stress, Treaslian could not hdp feeling, that be, 
with his riding-suit, however handsome it mig^t 
he, made rather an unwprthy &gure anuHig these 
*^ fierce vanities," and the rather because be saw 
tliat his dishalulle was the subject of wofideramoog 
bis own fiiends, and (^scom antopg the pttrtiwina 
t^ L^cester. 

We could not suppress this fact, though it may 
seem stnnetbing at rarianoe with the gravity of 
Tresnliaa's charactor ; but the truth is, that a 
r^ard for personal appeaiwioe is a specws o( 
self-love, fzotn which the wisest are not exempt, 
and to which the mind cbogs so insdnctirely, that 
QQt oply the soldier advUnang to oloiost inevitable 
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death, but even the doomed criminal who goes to 
G«rt^n execulioii, she v^, an anxiety to anay hii. 
person to the best advantage. But this is a di- 
gressibii. 

It vas-tbe twilight <rf & anmmer bight, (9th 
July, ISTSj) the tma having for aome time sel^ 
and all wei^ in anUoiis expectation of the Queen's 
immediate approach. The multitude had remain- 
ed assembled for many houn, and their numblew 
were still rather on the increase. A profuse di^ 
tribution' of refreshments, together mth roaated 
oxen, and barrels at tie set o-hrooch in different 
places of the toad, had kept the populace in peri. 
feet love and k>yalty to«-ards the Queen and' her 
fi^ourite, which might have somewbat ab^ed had 
fasting be^ added to wttdiing. They passed 
away the time, therefore, with the usual poptllar 
amUBemeiits of whooping, hallooing, shriekiiig, 
and playing rude tridis npon each other, formiiig 
the- chorua of disccsdont sounds usual on snciili 
oocaiooDs. !Fheae prcVailed tdl through tiie crowdt- 
ed roads and fidds, and especially beyond the gate 
of the Giacef where the greater' number of the 
common sort were Mationed; when, all of Wsu'd- 
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deir, a an^fl rocket w» waen to ihoot into tbe at' 
nospbeK, and, at tlie nutant, &r-beard orer flood 
and field, the great bdl of tbe Castle tolled. 

Immediately there was a pause of dead mloKe^ 
■ucoeeded bj a deqi hum <^ expectai^oa, the uni. 
tad Tcneeofmiuiy thousand a, none of whom spoke 
absre their breath; or, to use a Mgolar expres* 
Aon, the whisper of aa tmm«>K mnhitudr. 

" Tbey eonle bqw, for eertuBt" said Baleigb. 
^ TrMolian, that sound id grand. We hear it 
fiNHB tbit distance, as manners, afW a long toj^ 
age> beaiv ufton thar mg^vatdi} tbe tide rush 
vfpoa sotnd diriant and uulnbwn Aoro.'" 

*' Mess J^ answered BkMQt ; " I hear it letbe* 
M I used to hoar oane own kioe ]oving tram dik 
cUcae of Witleni-^cMlove.'" 
- " He wilt aaaoredly gme prctentl;,'' snd Ha* 
leigh to Tresnlian ; '* his thought is all of £M 
oxrai ahd fdrtile meadows — be grows &tle beUcr 
t'^a one of bis own beeves, aild only bccoawi 
^«nd when he is prorokad to pushing and go. 
ring" 

" We shall hare turn at ^t presently ," said 
Tresolian, " if you ^pare aot your wtL'^ 
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*' Tush, I care not," aiuTered Ralrigb j " but 
dlou too, Tresnlian, hast turned a kind of owl« 
that flies only by night ; hut exchanged thy songs 
fitt screechings, and good company for an ivy- 
tod." 

" But irhat maona* of animal art thou thytelf, 
Balngfa," said TreesUian, " that thou holdetf ua 
all so lighdy P" 

. ** Who, I F" replied Rt^gh. " An eagle am 
I, that nerer will thmlc of dull earth, wtnle Uiere 
IB a hearen to aoar in, and tt ftun to gaze upcm.*' 
. " Well br^ged, by Saiht Bamaby T said 
Blouilt t " but, good Master Eagle, beware the 
cage, and beware the fowler- Many birds have 
9owa as higl), that I have seen stuffed with straw, 
and hung up to scare kites. — But hark, what fi 
dead ^lence hath fallen oa tb«Q at once 1*" 
. " The proc co s io D pauses," aud Baldgfa, " at 
the gate of the Cbace, where a aylnl, one of the 
Jbti£aB, meets the Queen, to tdl b^ fortune. 
I saw the verses ; theie u little savour in them, 
and her Grace has been already erammed fyi 
with such poetic^ eomi^nients. She whii^>««d 
to me daring die Recorder's ipeecb ymider, at 
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Ford-milt, as ahe entered the Hbertks of Wkr- 
Wiek, how Blie viaa'* ptrkBm.harbara ioquda^*- 

" The Queen whiapered to him r said Blount, 
ID a kind of Boliloquj; ** Good'Gfid, to what 
will tbis world come !^ 

His farther meditations were interrupted by 
a shout of applause fixnu the multitude, ao tre- 
mendously To«3ferous, that the country edtoed 
ka miles round. The guards, thickly st^ioned 
upon the road by wfaiofa the Q^een was to ad- 
Tance, caught up the aoclamatian, which ran itk« 
wild<fire to the Castle, and announced to all with- 
in that Queen Elizabeth had entered the Boyal 
Chace of Kemlworth. The whole munc of the 
Castle sounded at once, and a round of artiUeiy,^ 
with a salvo of small arms, was discharged from; 
thebatdements; but the noise of drums and trum- 
pets^ and even of the cannon thcmselvee, was but 
faintly heard, amidst the roaring sod reiterated' 
welcomes of the nndtitude. 

As the noise began to abate, a broad gjare of 
light was seen to appear frmi the gate of ^b« 
Fark, and, broadening and br^tenii^ as it ciui«, 
neater, advanced .along the open and fairavsnuct 
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that led towards the Gallery>tower ; and which, 
as we have already nddteA,' was lined on either 
hand by the retainers of the £arl <^ Leicester. 
^^ewcsdwas passed along the line, ** TheQuem! 
The Queen! Silence, and stand fast 1^ Onward 
came the cavalcade, iUaninated by two hundred 
thick waxen torches, in the hands of as many 
horsemen, wfaic^ cast a light like that of broad 
day all around the proces^on, but espedally od 
the principal groupe, of which the Queen heraeif, 
arrayed in the most splendid manner, and blazing 
with jewels, formed the central figure. She was 
mounted on a nulk-white horse, whtcfa ^e raoed 
with peculiar grace and dignity ; and in the i^wle 
of )i» stately and nt^e carriage, you saw the 
daughter of an hundred kings. 

The ladies of the court, who rode beside bee 
Migesty, had taken espedal cure that their own 
external appeaiatice should not be more glorious 
than their rank and the' occouon altogether do< 
manded, so that no inferior luminary might apr 
pear to approach the orbit of royalty. But their 
personal chatmB, and the mjagnificence by which, 
under every prudenUal restriunt, they were nece*, 
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sarily distiDgui^et], exhibited tfaem as the very 
flairs of a wealsn. to fkr finoed fin* t^cBdour atMl 
beauty. The magni&ctiDGe of the eoia!t«9f&, free 
fmoi Btich rcBtruDts ss prudence impoBed on the 
buUes, Iras yet more unt^uadedL 

Xrooester, who glitteted like a gdden ioMge 
with jeweb aad olotbof gold, rode on her Majes- 
ty's riglit band, as well in qnali^ of her host) as 
of ha: Master of the Horse. The hheV steed 
irhich bemcmnled bad ootani^leirbitebairoa 
Ilia body, and waa one of ^ moat rcmwDed char- 
gas in Eiaupe, buring been purchased by the 
£ari at large expecee foe this royal ocoafiim. As 
the noUe steed chaftd at the slow pace of the pro- 
ceMon, and, ardiing bis statdy neck, dumped 
on the silver bits wbii^ restrmed him, Hie ibom 
flew fl«D his mouth, slid specked bis wdUfimned 
linhs «s-'if with spots of snow. - The rider wtfl 
became the hi^ platx wUdi faeJidd, aad'tke 
proud araniAl idiicfa be baltrt>de ;■ for no ttan id 
£i^laiKl,or.peri»ps mSuMpe, wsimorepdfftot 
than Dudley in horseiUaaibipt and idl oth^-cx. 
erases beltrnging to bis quality. - He was ban* 
beadedi as w^ all tbe courtiers in the.tann ; and 



n,Goo<^le 



XlKItVOITH. 77 

the nd tonb-l^lit Aaat upon hU lanf curi«d 
treue* ofduk b«ip, and on hiaaable (cfttures, to 
the beftuty of which even the tercveit'critiouia 
ooulfl only ol^ect the loidly fault, w it may he 
tenncd, of a fijrebead Konewhat too high, Ob 
that proud eremag, thoee featucea wore all the 
gtatefiil Bblidtude of a mibject, to ahev himadf 
senublc (^ the high hoDour whidi the Queen waa 
aMiferriiig on him, and all the pride and tatidae- 
tion which became eo gkriooa a momenL Ye^ 
though neither eye nm feature betniyed aught 
but fedings which suited the occaum, tone of 
the Earl's persMial attendants .retnarked, tfaathe 
w«G unusually pale, and th^ ezpicased to each 
other their Sepx that he was taking more fatigue 
than coonated with hia health. 

Vamey fi^wed close beluod his maater, as the 
prindpal eiquin in wutii^, and had idiarge of 
his lordship's hlai^ vdvet bonnet, garnished with 
a eit0p of diamonds, and lurmoiintpd by a white 
fduine. He kept hi^ eje oonstantly on hia inas> 
ter ; and, for reaaons with which the reader is niit 
unacquainted, was, among LeioeAer's numerous 
d^mdants, he who was most anxious that his 
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lord^ Arangth and reHdntkiD vbaadd aircy tnm 
suecestfiilly Umugfa ■ Ay m> i^titin^. For ai- 
liiou^ VBTfiey WM onrof'thefinr— the *«ryfev 
■Kin^iBiBBlem,who cmtirre ts iidl to BkcpAv 
remorae of tbeir own bosoai^ add are drugged 
-into moral inieiuifaiHtjr hy athaas, as men in ex- 
tTeme agony are lulled by'ofnum, yet he knew 
that m die breast of his piMion there was already 
awakened the fire that is never quendwd, and 
dtat his lord felt, amid all the "ponip and mag- 
nificence we have described, die gnawing of the 
worn that ditth not. StJU, however, assured as 
liOrd Leicestarstood , by Voniey'sown intdhgence, 
&at bis Countess laboured under an indispo^tkn 
which Cmned an. unanswerable apology to the 
Queen for faer uoti^ppearing i^ Kenihrbrth, Uiere 
-wios little danger, his wily retainer thought, that 
'a man so ambitious would betray lumself by gi- 
-ving way to any external weakness. 

The train, mole and female, who attoided im- 
inediatdy upon the Queen's pfT8cm,wereof oourse 
of the bravest and the fairest, — the highest bom 
nobles, and the wisest counBellors, of that distiu- 
gui^ed reign, to repeat whose names were but to 
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weary the reader. Beliind came a loiig crowd of 
knights and gentlemen, whose rank and birth, 
liowever distinguished, were thrown into &hade, 
as their persons into the rear of a prooessioir, 
whose front was of such august majesty. 

Thus marshalled, the cavalcade approached 
the Gallery-tower, which formed, as we have 
often observed, the extreme barrier of the Castle. 

It was now the part of the huge porter to step 
forward ; but tlie lubbard was so overwhelmed 
witl|,confu^on of spirit, — the contents of one im- 
Biense black jack of double ale, which he had just 
drank to quicken his memory, having at the same 
time treacherously confused the brain it was in- 
tended to clear, — thathe only groaned piteously, 
and remained sitting on his stone seat ; and the 
Queen would have passed on without greeting, 
had not the gigantic warder's secret ally, Flibber- 
dgibbet, who lay perdue behind him, thrusta pin 
into the rear of the short femoral garment which 
we elsewhere described. 

The porter uttered a sort of a yell, which came 
not amiss into his part, started up with his club, 
and dealt a sound douse or two on each side of 
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hmi; andtlwD, like-AeiMidkJianeptwkedbytfae 
ipur, Btutied«ff«tooeeigt»(}t*fuUciBG0roflu* 
addreis, and by dint of Ktive prompdiig <m tbd 
put of IKckie Sludge, daltwred, in nBBdi of 
ffffoitje intcm^iMi, a spcMth miadi msj be thui 
i^ridged ;— the reader bong to mppoK that the 
firtt Itnes were addrested to the thtong who ap^ 
proacbed the gateway ; the concluuon, at the ap- 
proach of the Qneoi, upon sight of whom, as 
•troclt. by aomc heavenly TiHOD, the gigantic war- 
der dK^iped bis club, reugned his \teyt, and gave 
open my to the Goddess of die night, and all ba 
magnificent trun. 

" What stir, what tunnoil, hare we for the nones? 
Stand back, my muters, or beware joor bones ! 
Sto, I'm a warder, and no man of straw, 
M f Ttace keeps otda, and my dnb gires law. 

Yet soft— nay stay— what viuon have we here ? 

What dainty duling's this — what peerless peer t 

What lorelieat £ice, that loving ranks enfi^. 

Like brightest diamond chased in purest gold? 

Dssded and blind, mine office I fiosske. 

My dub, my key, my knee, my baowge take. 

Bright paragon, pass on in joy and bliss i^ 

Besbrew the gale that opes not wide at such a sigh t as this r 
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Elizabeth recoved inoBtgnu»ou)Jy the homage 
of the herculean porter, and^ bending her head 
to him in requital, passed through his guarded 
tower, from the top of which was poured a chu 
morous blast of warlike music, which was re- 
lied to hj other bands of minstrelsy placed at 
different points on the Castle walls, and by other* 
again stationed in the Chace ; while the tones of 
the one, as they yet vibrated on the echoes, were 
caught up and answered by new harmony from 
-different quarters. 

Amidst these bursts of music, which, as if the 
work of enchantment, seemed now close at hand, 
now softened by distant space, now wuHng so low 
and sweet as if that distance was gradually pro- 
longed until only the last lingering atruns alone 
eould reach the ear, Queen Elizabeth crossed the 
Gallery-tower, and came upon the long bridge, 
which extended from thence to Mortimer's Tower^ 
and which was already as light as day, so many 
torches had been foHtened to the palisades on 
nther »de. Most of the nobles here alighted, and 
dent their horses to the neighbouring village of 
Kenilwordi, faUowmg the Queen on foot, as did 
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tbe gentlemen who bad stood in array to recdve 
her 4t tbe Gallerf-tower. 

On this occsfiioH, a* at different timet during 
the evemmg, Bal«gb addressed hinuejif to Treui. 
lian, and vas not a little turpiised at hi^ vague and 
unaatisfachwy answer* ; wbicb, JMOed to bis lea- 
ving big Hpartmeot without any Aligned reaam, 
appearing in an undress wbcn it was likely to be 
offensive to tbe Queen, and some otber sympttMns 
of irr^ularity wluch he thought he discoT«red, 
led him to doubt whether hb fiiend did not la- 
bout under some temporary derangement. 

Meanwhile, the Queen bad no sooner ste^qied 
on tbe bridge than a new spectacle was provided } 
for as soon as the muoc gave ^gnal that she was 
so far advanced, a raft, ao disposed as to reada- 
ble a small floating iaUndj illiuainBted by a great 
variety of torches, and surrounded by floating 
pageants formed to represent sea^iiones, on which 
sat Tritons, Nereids, and otber fabulous deities 
of the seas and rivers, made its appearance upon 
IJie lake, and issuing from behind a small heron- 
ry where it bad been concealed, floated gently 
towards the fwrtber sod of tbe twidge. 
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Oq the i^t appeared a beautiful voman, dad 
in a watcfaet-coloured ulk«t mantle, bound with 
8 broad girdle, inscxibed with characters tike the 
pbylacterie* of the Hebrews. Her feet and arms 
were bare, but her wrists and ancles were adorn, 
ed with gold bracelets of uncommon site. Amidst 
her long silkjililack h»r, she wore a crown or 
duplet of artificial misletoe, and bore in her hand 
a rod of ebony tipped with ^tver. Two Nymphs 
attended oa her, dressed in the same antique and 
mystical guise. 

The pageant was bo well managed, that tins 
Lady of the Ftoating Island, having performed 
hw voyage with much picturesque effect, landed 
atMortimer^E Tower with ber two attendants, just 
as Elisabeth presented berself before that out- 
work. The stranger then, in awell-peoned speech, 
announced herself as that famous Lady of the 
Lake, renowned in the stories erf" King Arthur, 
who bad nursed the youth of the redoubted Sir 
Lancelot, aad whose beauty had proved too 
poweiiul both for the wisdom and the spells of 
the mighty Merlin. Since that early period she 
had remained possessed of her crystal dominions, 
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■he said, despite the various men of fame and 
mi^t by whom Eenilworth had been succesuvely 
tenanted. The Soxona, the Danes, the Nonnuu, 
the SaiDtlowea, the Clintons, the Mountforts, the 
Mortimtn, the PlantageoetSi great though they 
were in arms and magmficene^ had never, she 
•aid, caused her to raise her bead fitnn the yrtien 
which hid her crystal palace. But a greater dum 
all these great names bad now i^^)eared, and die 
came in homage and duty to welcome the pe^- 
less Elizabeth to all sport, which the Castle and 
its environs, which lake or land could afford. 

The Q ueen received this address also witb great 
courtesy, and made answer in raillery, " We 
thought this kke had belonged to Our own do- 
minions, ikir dome ; but since so famed a lady 
claims it for hers, we will be glad at some other 
time to have further communing with you toudi- 
ing our joint interests.'" 

With this gracious ' answer the Lady of the 
Lake vanished, and Arion, who^as amongst the 
mariume duties, ai^>eared uptm his dolphin. But 
Lamboume, who had taken upop him the part 
in the absence of Wayland, behig chilled fiUl 
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remuDiDg itamersed in tut dement to whid lie 
wai not friendly, having nerer got his speedi by 
heart, and not having, like the porter> the advan- 
tage of a prompter, paod it off with impudence, 
tearing off his vizard, and swearing, *' Cogs bones! 
he was none of Anon or Orimi nther, but honest 
Mike Lambourne,' that bad "been drinking faer 
Majesty's health from morning till midnigfai, and 
was come to bid her heartily welcome to Kenil- 
worth Castle." 

This unpremeditated buffoonery answo^ the 
purpose probably better than the set speech would 
have done. The Queen laughed heartily, and 
swore (in her turn) that he had made the best 
speech she had heard that day. Lambounte, who 
instantly saw his jest had saved his bones, jump- 
ed on shore, gave his dolphin a kick, and decl&. 
' red he would never meddle with fish again, - ex- 
cept at dinner. 

At the same time that the Queen was about to 
enter the Castle, that memorable discharge of fire- 
works by water and land took place, which Mas- 
ter Lanehom, formerly introduced to the reader, 
baa struned all bis eloquence to describe, 

, Coogle 
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"Sudtj^sajs the Clerk of the Coundl-cliainber 
door, " vu tiie blaze of bunting darU, the gleams 
of Btare coruscaDt, the Btreams and hml of fiery 
sparks, lightnings of vild-fire, and fligbt-shot 
of thunder-bolts, with ooalinnancc, terror, and 
vehenency, that the heavens thundered, the wn- 
ters surged, and the earth shook ; and for my 
part, hardy as I am, it made me very vengeaUy 
afraid."* 



• See KiSDelum's Accoimt of the Qneea's Entertniw 
mmt at KQlingworlli Castle, in 1575, a verj diverting 
tnct, mitten l^ a* great a ooxoontb aa e*er blotted paper. 
The original U eztremely raie, bat tt hm bten twice te- 
priuted ; ance in Mt Nicholas's rtrj cnnom.and interest- 
ibg collection or tha ProgreBses and Public Processiona 4^ 
Queen Eliaabeth, loL I. ; and Tsuae lately in No. I. of a 
mA termed KenUvorth IlUttraUd, beantiliilly printed at 
Chiswick, for Meridew of Coventry, and Baddyff of Bir- 
minj^Mm, and which, if continned with the ttme good taste 
and execution, will be one of the fincBt antiqwrian puUi- 
cationa that baa lately iqipeared. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

N>KlUi i* nwttw Cm- tbt moaUi of Hudi, 
Wbcn harea are maddest Either q)eik in leaKm, 
Giving coM aigumeat the «dl of pMoiOD, 
Oi I bMsk up tbe onM- 

at and FktAtT. 



\t is by no Buam oar purpose to desczibe txa- 
TmtiAy all tbe princely fcfitintiffi of Kenilwortl],a£> 
ter the fuhioo of Master Robnt Lanehair, whom 
we quoted in the ooacluuon of the loit Ch&pter. 
It is Buffictent to say, tfaftt uoder disehEirge of tfaia 
splendidfire-irorlffi, «hich web«T«boiroved Lane- 
hun^i elo^KOtifl to dceotibe, the Queen ent^ ed 
the base-omrt of Keailirarth, throng MotthnerV 
Tover, dnd UKmag on tfann^h pogeaotB of hea* 
then gods and heroes of antiquity, who offered 
gifts and eompltmentB on the beaded kaee, at 
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length found her way to the great hall of the 
Castle, gorgeously hung for her reception with the 
licheBt nlken tapestry, blazing with torches, mis- 
ty with perfumes, and sounding to strains of soft 
and delicious muuc At the upper end of the 
splendid apartment, was a state canopy, orersba- 
dowing a royal throne, and bende was a dora*, 
which opened ta| a long suite of apartments, de- 
corated with the utmost magnificence for the 
Queen and her ladies, whenever it should be her 
pleasure to be private. 

The Earl of Leicester lumng handed the Queen 
up to the throne, and seated her there,knelt down 
before her, and Jtisang the hand which she held 
out, with an ur in which rbmantic: and respectful 
gdlantiy was happily mingled with loyal devD- 
latm, he thanked her, in t»nis of ihe deepest gra- 
titude, for the higbest himour wliicb a sovereign 
could render to a subject. So handsome did h« 
look whoi kneeling before her, that Elisabeth was 
temftfed to prolong the scene a little Imger than 
there was, strictly speaking, necessity for; and 
tre she raised him, she passed her band over his 
head, Bo near, as' almost to touch his long euried 
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and perfumed hair, aad iritb a movemebt of f<nid- 
neas, that seemed to mbmate, she would, if she 
dared, have made the motion a slight caress. 

She at length riused him, and, standing beside 
the thronie, he exphuued to her tlie various prepa^ 
taUoDS which had been made for her amusement 
and accommodaUon, all of which received her 
promptand^vdousapprobation. TheEarlthen 
prated her M^esty for permisuon, that he him- 
self, and the nobles who had been in attendance 
upon her during the joumej, might retire for a 
few minutes, and put themselves into a guise more, 
fitting for'dutirul attendance, during which spftMr 
^ose gentlemen of worship, (pointing to Vamey, 
Blount, Tres^lian, and others,) who had already 
put themselves into fresh attire, would have the 
honour of keeping her presence-chamber. 
. " Be it so, my lord," answered the Queen ; 
f you could manage a theatre well, who can thus, 
oommaad a double set of actors. For ourselves, 
we wilt rec^ve your courteues this evening but 
clownishly, since it is not our purpose to change 
our riding attire, b«ng in eGFect something fa.' 
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tiguol with ft journey, which the concourae of out 
good p«^le hath rendered slow, though the 1ot« 
they have shewn our poaoa hath, at the same 
lime, made it de]i^tful.^ 

Leicester, having received thi« pendtmicm, re- 
tired accordingly, and was fi^owed hy those ncv 
bles who had attended the Queen to Kenilworth 
in person. The gentlemen whohad preceded them, 
and were of course dressed for the solemnity, re- 
miuned in attendance. But bring most of them 
of rather inferior rank, they remaned at an awfti) 
distance ham the tbrtme which Elizabeth occu- 
(Med. The Queen^s sharp eye soon distingui^iei] 
Ralei^ amongst them, with one or two others 
who were personally known to her, and she in* 
stantly made Uiem a sign to approach, and accost- 
ed them very graciously. Raleigh, in particular* 
the adventure of whose cloak, as veil as the ind- 
dent of the verses, remained on her mind, wa8 
very gradously recoved ; and to him die moat 
frequently applied for inftmnation ooneeming the 
names and rank of those who wmb in presence. 
These he commumcated condsdy, and not with- 
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out some traits of humorouft satire, by which 
Elizabeth seemed much amused. " And vho is 
yonder clownish fellow P" she said, looking at 
Tresffllian, whose soiled dress on this occasion 
greatly obscured his good mien. 

" A poet, if it please your Grace," replied 
Ralagh. 

" 1 might have guessed that from his careless 
garb,^* said Elizabeth. " I have known some 
poets so thoughtless as to throw th«r cloaks into 
gutters." 

" It must have been when the sun dazzled 
both their eyes and their judgment," answea^d 
Raleigh. 

Elizabeth smiled and proceeded, " I asked that 
slovenly felloye name, and you only told me his 
profession." 

" Tressilian is his name," sMd Ralagh, with in- 
ternal reluctance, for he foresaw nothing favour- 
able to his friend jVom the manner in which she 
took notice of him. 

** Tresalian !" answered Elizabeth. " O, the 
Menelausof our romance. Why, he has dressed 
bimsdf in a gutse that will go far to exculpate his 
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ttar and falteHelen. And wbere is Farnbam, or 
vhatever bis name i»~m7 Lord of L^cester^s 
man, I mean — the Paris of this Devonshire tale ?" 

With still greater reluctance Raldgh named 
and pointed out to her Vamey, for whom the 
tiulor had done all that art could perform in ma- 
king his exterior agreeable ; aad who, if he had 
not grace, had a sort of tact and habitual know- 
ledge of breeding; which .came m place of it 

The Queen turned her eye from the one to the 
other — " I doubt,^ she said, " this same poetical 
Master Tresdliao, who is too learned, I warrant 
me, to remember what presence he was to appear 
in, may be one of those of whom Geoffrey Chau- 
cer says wittily, the wisest clerks are not the 
wisest men. I remember that Vamey is a smooth, 
tongued varlet I doubt this fair runaway had 
reasons for breaking her faith." 

To this Raleigh durst make no answer, aware 
bow little he should benefit Tressilian by oontran 
dieting the Queen's sentiments, and not at all 
CCTbun, on the whole, whedier the best thiag that 
could befall him, would not be that she should 
put an end at once by her authority to this affiur. 
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Upon frhich it seemed to lum Tre3MliaD''s thoughts 
v«re fixed with unavailing and distreBstng perti- 
aaxAty. .As'these reflections passed through bia 
active brain, the lower door ef the hall opened^ 
and JjtaceAerj accompanied by- several of hit 
kimmen, and of the nohles who had embraced lua 
isctioD, re'CDt^^d the Castle-hall. 
- The favourite Earl was now a]^>arelled all in 
whiter his shoes bang of white velvet ; his under- 
stocks (orBtockings)orknit»lk; hts upper stocks 
of white velvet, lined with cloth of silver, which 
was shewn at the slashed part of the middle thigh ; 
his doublet of doth of silver, the close jerkin of 
vbtte vdvet, embroidered with ntver and seed^ 
peBiJ;.his girdle and the seahbard of hb sword of 
^hite velvet with golden buckles ; his poniard and 
sword hiked «id mounted wiih gold; and over all, 
a rich loose robe of white satin, with a border of 
golden embroidery a foot in breadth. The collar 
of the Garter, and ihe azure Garter itself around 
his knee, completed the appointments of the Earl 
sf Leicerter ; which were so well matched by bis 
fiur stature, graceful gesture, fine propwtion of 
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body, and handsome countenance, that at that 
moment he was admitted by all viho b*m bim, aa 
the goodlieet person -whma they had erer looked 
upon. Sussex and the other nobles woe also ridK 
ly attired, but in point of splendour and gaux&il- 
ness Leicester far exceeded them all. 

Elizabeth received him with great complacency. 
^' We have oae pece of royal justice," she said, 
"toattendto. Itisapiececf justice, too, whidi 
interests us as a wmnan, as well as in the tiiik- 
racter of mother and guardian of the English 
peojJe." 

' An invtJuntaiy shudder came over Ldces^, 
SB he bowed low, expressive of his readtneas to 
receive her royal oommonds ; and a nnular cold 
fit came over Vamey, whose eyes (sddiHn during 
that evening removed from his patron,) instantly 
perceived, from the change in his locJu, slight as 
that was, of wh^ the Queen was speaking. But 
Leicester had wrought his resolution up to the 
point which, in his crooked policy, he judged 
necessary ; and when Elizabeth added—'* It ia 
* oE the nutter of Vamey and Trea«ilian we qieak 
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• — U the lad; here, mj lord f HU answer wat 
ready : — " Gradous madam, she is not.*' 

Elizabeth bent her brows and compresBed ha 
lips. " Our orders were strict and poative, my 
lord," was her aaawe r ■ ■■ 

<* And should have been obeyed^ good my 
liege," answered Lracester, " had they been ex- 
pressed in the form of the lightest wish. Sut — 
Vamey, step forward— this gentleman will inform 
your Grace of the cause why the lady (he could 
not force his rebellious tongue to utter the words 
—Am loi^t) cannot attend on your royal pr^ 
sence." 

Vamey advanced, and pleads with readiness, 
what indeed he Gnnly bdieved, the absolute in- 
capacity of the party, (for oeither did he dare, in 
I^eicester's presence, term her his wife,) to wait 
on her Grace, 

" Here," said he, " are attestations irom a 
most learned pfayddan, whose skill and honour 
are well known to my good liord of Leicester ; 
and troia an htmeat and devout Protestant, a mm 
of credit and substsnce, one Anthony Foster, the 
gentleman in whose house she is at present be- 
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stowed, thst she now labours under an illness 
which altogeUier unfits her for such a journey aa 
betwixt this Castle and the neighbourhood of 
Oxford." 

" This alters the nifttter," said the Queen, ta. 
king the cotificates in her hand, and glandng at 
their ctmtenta — " L.et Tresalian come forward—- 
Master Tresulian, we have much sympathy for 
your utuatiott, the rather that you seem to have 
•et your heart deeply on this same Amy Robsart, 
or Varoey. Our power, thanks to God and tbe 
wiUing obedience of a loving people, is worth 
something, but there are sinne things which it can- 
not compass. We cannot, for example, command 
the affectioDB of a giddy young ^rlj or make h^ 
love sense and learmng better than a courtier's 
fine doublet ; and we cannot controul uckness, 
with which it seems this lady is afflicted, who 
may not, by reason of such infirmity, attend our 
court here, as we had required her to do. Here 
are the testimotnals of tbe physician who Jiath 
her under his charge, and tbe gentleman in whose 
house ^e resides, so setting forth." 
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'* Under your Majesty's favour," .said Tressi^ 
lian has^y, and, in his alann for the ooasequenoe 
of the imposition practised on tbe Queen, forget- 
ting, in part at 'least, his own promise to Amy, 
" these cratificates speak not tlie truths 

" How, at r said the Queen,7— '< Impeach my 
liord of I^icester''8 veracity 1 But you shall faav* 
a fdr hearing, tn our presence the meanest of 
our subjects shall be heard against the proudest, 
and the least known against the most favoured ; 
th^efore you shall be heard fairly, but beware 
you speak not without a warrant Look at these 
certificates in your own hand, and say manfully 
if you impugn the truth of them, and upon what 
evidenoe." 

Aa the Queen spoke, his promise and all its 
consequences rushed on the mind of the unfortu- 
nate Tresjulian, and while it controuled his natu- 
ral inclination to pronounce that a falsehood which 
be knew from the evidence of his senses to be un^ 
true, gave an inde^on and irresolud<Hi to his 
appearance and utterance, wlucb made strongly 
against him in the mind of EUzabeth, as vdl aa 

vot„ III. o 
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of idl who ,bdbeld him. He tamed tbe papers 
over sod orer, aa if be hod been ao idiot, incapa- 
ble of comprAeoding their contents. TheQoem'B 
impttiflnce b^;an Id become virible.-«-*< You aore 
a scholar^ sir," ah^ Bsid, **aa>dof smneaot^JBl 
have heard; yet you lecm wondrous^w in read- 
ing tixt hand — How tay you, are tfae&e cottfi- 
cata true or noF' 

, '■ Madan," nid TrewHan, widi obnous em- 
barraaunent and faeutaliini, anuooa'to BV(nd«d< 
mitUDg eridenoc which he nughtafterwarda bare 
naiDD to confute, yet equally deffltMu to keep 
lii* word to Amy, and to give her, as be had pTo< 
miied. space to {dead her own came in iKr own 
way---** Madam — Madam, yoiu: Grace call* on 
me to admit eridence whiidi ou^t to be pnmed 
vaHd by tbote viio found thw defiawe iqxxi 
them." 

" Why, Tnsnlian, thou art critical n well aa 
poetical," «ud the Qaecn, bendingon him abloW 
of displeasure ; ** methioks, these writing biEang 
produced in the preeence of tha noble £ari to 
whom this Castle pertuna, and his honour baii^ 
appealed to as the guarantee of their authenlinty, 
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might be evidence enough foe lhee> But noce 
thou lists to be so formal— Varney, or rather mj 
Lord of Laoester, for the effair beeomea your8«" 
(these words, though spoken at random, thrilled 
through the £arra marrow and bones) *' what 
evidence have you as touching thwe cenift- 
cates?" 

Vamey hastened to reply, ^venUng Laeester, 
•v" So please your Miyesty, my youag Lord of 
Oxford, who is here in presence, Iedqws Master 
Anthc«y Foster's hand and bis character." 

The Earl of Oxford, a youpg unthrift, whom 
Foster had more than oqc« aocomntodated with 
hwns on usurious intereU, acknowledged, an ibis 
appeid, that he knew him as a wealthy and inde> 
pendent franklin, supposed to be wtnrth much 
aaoney, snd Terified the certificate produced to 
be his band^writing. 

" And who speaks to the Doctor's certificate f" 
said the Queen, <<AlaBco,methink»|i6bi8nAnie.'' 

Masters, her Majesty's phjaiinan (not the less 
willingly that he remembered his repulse from 
Say's Court, and thought (bat his fwesent. testi- 
mony nught gratify Leicester, and mortify ibe 
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Esrl of Suaaex umI Itis factitHi,) acknowledged h* 
bad more tbua ODoe oonmlted with Doctcnr Alise»^ 
utd spoke of him ae a man of eztramliiiary lesm- 
ing and hidden acqoiremenU, though not alto- 
gether in the regidar course of practice. The 
£ari of Huntingdon, Lord Leacestei'B Iwodier- 
iD-law, and the old CountesB of Batland, next 
sang )ua praises, and hoth remembered the tlun 
beautiful Italian, hand in which he was wtmt -to 
write his receipts, and which coneq)onded to 
the certificate p^uced as his. 

** And now^ I tru^' Master TreaaJiao^ this 
matter is aided," sud the Que^i. " We- will do 
smnething ere the ni^t is <AdesT to reconcile c^ 
Sir Hugh Boheart to the matohi You have dtm* 
your duty something more than bc^y ; but we 
were no woman had we not compassioo fm tk« 
wounds which true love deals; so we forgiTe your 
audacity,andyouruncleanBed boots withal, wludb 
have well nigh oTetpowered my Ixird of Ij«cet- 
ter's perfumes." . . 

So q>oke Elizabeth, whose nicetyofacent was 
one of the-ch^racteristice (tf ber organisation, as 
iq>peared ItHig afterwards when she expdled Es- 
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sex insn her presence, on a charge agaiut his 
boots, umilnr to that vluch ehe now ekpregnd 
i^tdnst those of Tresidlian. 

'But Trassilian had by this time coUe<ded him- 
self, sstoniebed as he had at first been by the au- 
dacity of the falsdiood to feanbly guppwted, and 
placed ID array aguost the evidence of his oira 
eyes^ He rushed forward, Imeeled down, and 
caught the Queen by the skirt of her robe. " As 
^ou are Christian woman," he said, " Madam, as 
you are crowned Queen, to do equal j ustice among 
your subjects— as you hope yourself to have fair 
healing (which God grant you) at that last bar 
at which we must all plead, grant me one small 
reqiirat ! Decide not this matter eo hastily. Give 
me but twenty four houn interval, and I will, at 
the end of that brief space, produce evidence 
which will shew to demonstratiMi, that these cc*-^ 
ti£cates, which: state this unhappy lady to' be nov 
ill at ease in Oxfordshire, ore false as hell t^ 
■ ** Let gomy train, ^ j^ said ElisabeUi, whoi 
was startled at his vehemence, though she had 
too much of lion in her to fear ; " the fellow must 
be distraught — that witty knave, my godson Har- 
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ringloD, must b»e him into his rinmesdfOriiodD 
FuzioK) I-^nd yet, by thig light, Utete u Bome- 
tfaing strange in the vehemeoce of his denumd.— 
Speak, Treauliwt ; what wilt thou do if, at the 
end of these four-ond-tveDty hours, thou canst 
Hot confute a fact to Hdeninly proved as this Ia>- 
dy'i iUoeas F^ 

" I will lay down my bead on the Uock," an-x 
SWered Tresraliaii. 

*« Pshaw f refJied the Queen. **6od'al^tI 
thou qsc^*«t like a fool. What head falls io £i^ 
l«kd but by just lentenoc of Enghsh law ? — I ask 
thee, men — ^if thou hast sense to understatkL me 
->-wi]it tbou, if thou shalt fail in this im{»Dbable 
attempt of thine, render me a good and sufficient 
Mason why tboa doest undcxtaka itP^ 

Tressilian paused, and again hentated ; because 
be felt conviDced, that if, wathin the interval ds* 
manded, Amy should become reconciled to bcr 
husband, be. would in that caae da her the worst 
of offices, by {^san tipping up the wbole ciroinn- 
stances before Elijiabeth, and diowing bow that 
wise and jealous ptinceea had been imposed upon 
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by £tbe tcatimanais. .; 1ht.comdmaBamia!.tbi* 
dilemm reneved hia extrcve vpibunuHuot »£ 
look, voice, and manner; he hesitated^ Jooked 
down, and on tbe Queea repeBttog )wr qiwition 
with a Btera nMfie sod .fladuBg. eye* he adnitttHi 
with faultering words, " That it might iw u .ht 
could not positirely-*-tbat ia, in oertain eweattm 
expiate tbe reaaons and groiinda 09. whidi he 
acted." - 

" Now, by the aoiil of King EUnry,'" BMdtbe 
Queen, ." thi« ii either, mooustnick madnoaa, ar 
very knarery I — Seest ihou, Raleigh, thy fiiend 
ia far too Pindaric £br thia presence. Have him 
awi^, and make us qutt of him, or it shall be the 
worse Cot him ; for his flights are too uqbridled 
for aught butPamasaus, or $BintLuke'iHoa{ita^ 
But come back instantly thyself, what he is pla- 
ced under fit^g restrafnt.-'vWe wiah wehndaaen 
the beau^ vluch could make such havoc in a win 
man's bnun." 

Treanlian was agun endeavouring to addrem 
the Queen, when Rideigh, in obedience to tbeoe. 
denfaehad received, interfered, and, with Bl<Hmt'a 
, half led half forced him out of the 
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piKsence-diKmber, wliere he himself indeed began 
to pertme bi» p^sence did his cau*e more famn 
tfasD good. 

When they bad attained the anti-chamber, Ra- 
Ingb entreated Blount to see Treaolian safely coa- 
ducted into the apartments allotted to the £arl of 
SnaBex'a followenj and, if oeceasajy, recommend- 
-«d that a guard should be mounted on him. 

" This extravagant pas^on," he said, " and, m 
it would seem, the news of the lady's Uineas, has 
Dtt^ly wredxd his excellent judgment. But k 
will pass away if be be kept qiaeli Only let lura 
hreak forth again at no rate ; for be is already far 
in her Hi^nest's displeasure, and diould she be 
again provoked, she will find for bim a WMse 
^>lace of confinement, and sterner keepers.^ 

*" I judged as much as that he was mad," said 
Nicholas Blount, looking down lipon his own 
crimson stockings and yellow roses, " whenever 
I saw him with these damned boots, which stunk 
touibernostrilst— I will bilt see him stowed, and 
be back with you presently; — But^ Walter, did 
the Queen ask who I was P — ^methought she glan- 
ced an eye at nfte." 
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" Twenty — twrntn^ eye-glances ehe seDt, and I 
told her all how thou wert a brare soldier, and 
a But for Clod's sake, get off TreswliaB." 

" I will — I will," said Blount ; " but methinks 
this court4iaunting is no such bad pastime, after 
aU. We shall rise by it, Waiter, my brave lad. 
Thou sud'st I was a good soldier, and »— What 
be^des, dearest Walter?" 

^' An all unutterable— codsbead. — For God's 
sake begoDe." 

Tressiliaii, without farther resistance or expo** 
tulation, foHowed, or rather suffered himself to 
be conducted by Blount to Ralagh's lod^ng, 
where he was formally installed into a small truc< 
kle bed, placed in a wardrobe, and dengned £or 
a domestic He saw but too plainly, that no re> 
monstrances would avail to procure the help or 
sympathy of his friends, until the lapse of the 
time for which he had pledged Himself to r^niua 
inactive, should enable him either to explun the 
whole circumstaQces to them, or remove Irom 
him every pretext or deure of farther interfer- 
ence with the fortunes of Amy, by her having 
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found meuis to ptflce hendf in aitateof rroon. 
ciliatioa with her husband. 

With great difficulty, sod only by the most 
patient sod mild remoDstnnceB with BkMint, he 
CKsped the diBgrace md mortifitarinn of having 
two of Susaez^a stoutest yeomen quailered in lus 
spattmeot. At last, however, when Nidulas had 
seen him fairly depoated in his trucklched, and 
had hestowed one or two hear^ kic^ and as 
hearty curses, on the hixita, which, in his latefy 
aoqiuied spint t^ foppery, he conndeFed as a 
^xixag symptom, if not the cause, <^ Ida fneiMrs 
malady, be contented hims^ with the modified 
measure of lockiDg the door on the unfortunate 
TnesailiBn ; whose gaUanl and dianteieeted efforts 
to save a female who had treated him with ingra- 
titude, thus terminated, tor the present. In the 
diqileamre of his Sorereign, and the cqnvictioa 
of his friends, that he was little better than a 
madman. 
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CHAPTER VII- 

The witeat Sorenigiis en lilie priTKle men, 
And (ojd hiBd hti lomeameB lud tbe nriTTd 
Of chinltjp upon a wmihleu ■boulder, i 
Which bettor had been branded b; the liingniu]. 
~WfaU tb«D ?—Xbigi do tbeii bnt— and tkcf ocd we 
Must Bnswet fof the ioteat, and not the event. 

OidP!ay. ' 

*' It U a nielsQclioly matter," said the Queen, 
wb«n Tresnltaa -vm Titbdtawn, " to Bee a viae 
and leanMd inan's ifit thus jnttfiilly unsettied. 
Yet tbis publio display af his impeHectkm of 
brain plainly Aem us that bia nipposed injury 
and accusaUon were fruitless; and tberefcxv, my 
Lord o£ Iieicest«r> we lemouber your suit'for- 
merly made to us in bdudf <^ your faithfu] ser- 
vant Varaey, whose good pft» and fidelity, as 
they are useful to you, ought to have due reward 
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fhnn us, knowing well that your lordBlup, and 
all you have, are so eanjestly devoted to our ser- 
vice. AndwerenderVarney the honour more ea- 
pecially, that we are a guest, aad we fear a charge- 
able and troublesome one, under your Iord^p*s ' 
roof; and also for the satisfactioa of the good old 
Enigh t of Devon , Sir Hugh Robsart, whosedau^i- 
ter he hath married ; and we trust the espedalmark 
of grace which we are about to confer, will rectHi- 
cile him to his son-inJaw- — Your sword, my Lord 
of Leicester." ' 

The Earl unbuckled hjs sword, and, taking it 
by the prant, presented on bended knee the bilt 
to Elizabeth. 

She took it slowly, drew it fhan the scabbard, 
and while the ladies who stood around turned 
away their eyeawith real or affected shuddering, 
de noted with a curious eye the high polish and 
rich damasked ornaments opra the glittering 
blade. 

. " Had I been a man," she stud, *' metbijiks, 
none of my ancestors would have loved a good 
oword better. As it is with me, I like to look oh 
(Hie, and could, hke the,^la Morgana, of whom 
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I hare rend in some Italian liiim^H— were my 
godson Harrington here, he coUld tell me the 
passage — ^even trim my hair, and arrange my 
head-gem-, in such a steel mirror as this is. — Ricli^ 
ard Varney, come forth and kneel down. In 
tlte name of God and Saint Oeorge, we dub tfiee 
knight 1 Be faithful. Brave, and Fortunate.— 
Ante, Sir Richai'd Vamey." 

Varney arose and retired, making a deep obei. 
sauce to the SorerngQ who bad done him so mnch 
honour. 

" The buckling of the spur, and what other 
rites remain," said the Queen, " may be finished- 
to-morrow in the chapel ; fdr we intend Sir Ridi- 
ord Varney a companion in his' honours. And as' 
we must not be partial in conferring sath distinc-- 
fion, we mean on this matter to confer with our 
cousin of Sussex." • 

That noble £arl, who since his anival at Kenit- 
worth, and indeed sbce the commencement of 
this Pn^rees, had found himself in a subordinate 
utuation to Leicester, was now wearing a heavy 
cloud on his brow~— a circumstance which had not 
eaciqied the Queen, who hoped to iqipeaae his 
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^Montoit, and to fiiUov out her system of btu 
laocisg poticy by a nark ot peculiar fkvow, the 
more gitftfying as it was tendered at a nuwieBt 
wiua. his riTafs tiiiBopli appeared to be aoet- 
ptete.. 

. At the Btumatxtt of Queen ElizabeA, Sussex 
hastily iq)i»oadied her person ; and bebg asked 
onwhichof hisfoUoiKn, bangag^ntlonanand 
of msrit, he would -wish the honour (tf ki^^thdod 
to be confeRcd) he answned, wkh nk»e nncmty 
than policy, that be would have ventured to ispeak 
Sx IVewlian, to wbcm he concaved he owed bis 
own life, and who was a distinguished soldier 
and scholar, bendea a man of unstained lineage, 
*' only," be said, " he feared the events of that 
night"-— —Asd then he stopped. 

" I am glad your Iwdsbip is thus con&dente," 
swd Elizabeth ; " the events of this night woiM 
nuJte us, in the eyes of our subjects, as nod as 
this poor biun-«ck gentleman himself — for we 
ascribe his conduct to no malice-^ehould weehuse 
this moment to do him graee." 

" In that case," said bbe Earl of Sussex, scane- 
wbat diaoountcnanced, " your HiyOBty will' allow 
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me ta name a^ inaBtet of the hone, BlMter Ni- 
cholas Bkniat, r geotleiaan of fair estate And «□- 
(»ent nanw, whoI»B lerved your m^estyboth ih 
Scotland and Ireland, and brou^t away bloody 
v6ark» (m his person, all hooouraUy takoi md 
requited." 

.. The.Que^ could not help ehntgging her 
dioulders lightly even at thia aecond sU^eslioa ; 
and the Duchess of Rutkiid, who read in the 
Quel's manner that ^e had expected Sussex 
Would have named Ral^h, and thus would have 
eaaljM her to gratify her own wish while ^e 
bonoored bia reconunendation, only waited the 
Queen's assent to wtwt he had proposed, and th«i 
stud, that she h<^ied, since theae two high nobles 
had been each permitted to suggest a candidate 
for the honours of chivalry, sh^ in behalf of the 
ladies in prea«ice, might have a similar indul- 
gence. 

" I were no wtHuan to refuse you such a boon," 
said the Queen, smilii^. 

" Then,^ pursued t^ Duchess, *' in the name 
of thoiBc:iaiT]adiea present, I request yourMaje». 
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ty to coD&f the rank of kni^thood od Walter 
Raleigb, whose Urtb, deeds of arms, and pn»D|>- 
tUude to serve our sex vith sw(«d or pm, de- 
serve such distinction from us all." 

** Gramercy, fair ladies,^ said Elizabeth, smi- 
ling, " jour boon is granted ; and the gentle 
squire Lack-Cloak shall become the good knight 
Lack-Cloak, at your dedre. Let the two a^rabts 
for the honour of (Rivalry step forward." 

Blount was not as yet returned from seeing 
Tressilian,. as he conceived, Eafely disposed of; 
but Raleigh came forth, and, kneeling down, re. 
c^ved at the hand of the Vii^n Queen that title 
of honour, which was never a>aferred on anuwe 
distinguished or more illustrious obje«^ 

Shortly afterwards Nicholas Blount entered, 
and, hastily ap^sized by Sussex, who met him 
at tlie door of the hall, of the Queen's gra<»ous 
purpose towards him, he was deured to advance 
towards the throne. It is a ^ht sometimes seen, 
and it is both ludicrous and piUable, when an 
honest man of plain common sense is surprised, 
by the coquetry of a pretty woman, or any b^ber 
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csittd, ioto tboie involoMs fi^^iories w^ich mty 
sit wflU upc» tbe youtbfttl, the ^7t afid thvee to, 
irhoBi long ^tuHtce has rea^ersd tbem « b^cobcI 
il^fire. Fpor BkniAt wa» io lju« eiiuatioa. . Uw. 

iiriMwal ^Ptv;, iuid;)^ wpppfied paotmiy i4 
MtHii)g.bw,manR«!« to Uie ewe):f 4^lHfdn^t wd 
BO*- this AHddcB vi^w of.pjQBiptipa altpge^Kr 
«w^^0t«d tfae D(iiMj|M«stof <tlw Hftwly iahiUd f|>i- 
rit of foppery over his natural dispoutif^, ttod. 
c(Hlv«itted a pliaio, honest,, ovkTvd ibcb wtp a 
o^otKuhof a new wd moat ^dicultHis kisd. 
' The kn^^t-cxpectant iiflvaaoed i^> th« bftU* 
tite.^^i^ l»^{h of «faioh b6 bad luttortiau^UHy 
to.tniTfnei. turniog out hi» toes with B9 ntuch w«], 
tkHjiB ^!es«irted hia 1% at erCiyjtepwiti iM 
farDAdade-ftmenuMt, go tbat il greftUj reiiemhl«d 
m old-fMhioned ksi& with. « curved ptHBt, wben 
sees udeimys. The i«st nf hii gait waa in pto<- 
particm td this uiihi^3r joMe .; and the ssopliad 
■Bixlure flf batfaful fear, and .telf-Batieftctioi^ 
ma BO iinattcKably lidioilbus, that l^icbBter't 
friends did not sappeen a titter, ia which mJUBjr 
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of Sussex's partizans were unable to resist jtna- 
ing, though ready to eat th^ nails with mortifi- 
cation. SuBsexhimself ]o8taltpatiaice,an(lcouI(l 
ttot forbear wbispaingioto the ear of his fneitd, 
** Curse thee ! can'st thou not walk like a man 
and a soldier ?" an interjection which only made 
honest Blount start and stop, until a glance at his 
yellow roses and crimson stockings restored his 
s^-oonfidence, when on he went at the same pace 
as before. 

' The Queen ctmferred on poor Blouut the ho- 
nour- of knighthood with a marked sense of re- 
luctance. That wise Princess was fully aware <^ 
the {MYipriety of unng great drcumspection and 
economy in bestowing those titles of honour, which 
the Stewarts, who succeeded to her throne, dis- 
tributed with such imprudent liberality as great- 
ly ctiminished their value, fitount had no sooner 
arisen and retired, than she turned to the Du- 
chesp of Rutiand. " Our woman wit," she said, 
^ dear Rutland, is sharper tiian that of those 
proud things in doublet and hose. See'st thoHj 
out of these three knights, thine is the onlytrii^ 
metal to stamp chivalry's imprint upon ?" 
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*' Sir Richard Varney, surdy-— Ae finmd of 
my Lrad of Leicester^— surely he has merit,^ re- 
plied the Duchess. 

" Varney has a sly countenance, and a smooth 
toQgue,"repliedtheQueen."IfeBrme he will prove 
a knave — but the pramise vas of andent stand* 
ing. My Lord of Sussex must have lost his ows 
'wita, I think, to recommend to ub first a madman 
like Tresuhan, and then a clowni^ fool like this 
other feliov. I protest, Rutland, that while he 
sat on his knees befoe me, mopjung and mowing 
as if he had scalding porridge in his mouth, I 
had much to fi>rbear cutting him over the pat^ 
instead of striking his shoulder.* 

" Your Majesty gave him a smart accolade/' 
said the Duchess ; *' we who stood behind heard 
the blade clatter on his collar-bone, and the poor 
man fidgetted too as if he felt it." 

" I could not help it, wench," said the Queen, 
laughing; " but- we will have this same Sit Nt- 
- cholas sent to Ireland or ScotUnd, or somewhere, 
to rid our coitrt of so antic a chevalier." 

The discourse became then more general, and 
soon after there was a summons to the banquet. 
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Tb order tD-ebt^ tlus i^nil, the company -wtre 
under the noDCsaly of aosmng tbc himt court of 
the Castle, that they might reash th« new build. 
il^t^ DoatUniiig tbc large bdaquetlSiij nodfUi in 
■mtiK^ 'jwqifantioBi for supper *<sre n*de upon • 
4eik of profuse iiM^iiiftunu. eorre>poii£i^ lo 
Ak oeoaaiod. 

. IB tfaecOnite of flria p —gc , and e^KdoIly 
in tbc court-yard, tfae neiMailde lun^rta were as- 
Miled by tbe henUs, 'punuivaBts, mtnitielB, Asa 
witb tbe uaoal ory of Lar g e tM , largtan, ektva- 
hera tret hitrdu ! an ancient invocatioo, ihtend- 
ed to awskeii tbc bouity of Um acolytes of Hi- 
Taliy towards thou wboae bunoess it was to re- 
giiter tb^ arraorial beaiuigs, aAd celebivte the 
deedB by iriuth they vera itiustntted. The call 
was «/ lAMirae liberally and courteoQBly aMwer- 
ed by those td whoa it'was addressed. ' Vam^ 
gave hulargeue witb an alTectiaioa of coB^lai- 
HKtiist aod huiAUity. B«i«i^ bestowed his with 
the {graceful eaM peculiar to otte who has attabi- 
ed his Oyru fiaee, and is familiar witb its dig- 
nity. Honest Blount gai« wlut his tailor -had 
left him of his half-year's Mst, dKi(>|nng so«e 



picoes ID bis huiry, thej). (loqiang down to look 
fbc tlwi»» and then diatributing them amoaget 
the various cLumants, vith the anxious £»£« and 
mien of the pamh beadle diTidiag a dole among 
puip^s. 

These donations were accepted with the lUUal 
claoiour and bivata of applause common on such 
occasions ; but as the partjea gratified were chieAy 
dependants of Lord Lasester, it waa Varney 
whose name was repeated with the loudeM acela' 
mo^ns. LambourDe, espcciaUy, distinguished 
himself by his vociferaUons of " Long life to Six 
Richard Varney !-»H«aIth and honour to Sir 
ibchard !— Never was a nuve worthy kni^t dub- 
bed !:"— then, suddenly sioking his vmce, he addn 
ed,— "since the Taliant Sir Pandarus of Troy,".— 1 
a winding up of his damorous applause, which set 
aU men a laughing who were within bearing of it. 

It is unneceisary to say any thing farther of 
tbe festivitteg of the evening, whi^h were ao briU 
liant in themBelvea, and received with such id>t 
vious tod willing sam&ctioii by the Queen, that 
L^cester retired to his own apartmcfitj with all 
the giddy raptnret c£ tnocessfid ambitiixL Var. 
oey, who had changed his ipleikbd sttire, and 



lis KBSlLWOftTH. 

DOW waited on his patron in a very ooodest and 
plain undress, attended to do the honours of the 
Earrs cmtcker. 

** How > Sir Bicbard," said Ldcester, Entiling, 
" your new rank scarce suits the humihty of this 
attendance." 

'* I would disown that rank, my lord," sud 
' Vamey, " could I think it was to remove me to 
a distance from your lordship's person." 

" Thou art a grateful fellow," said Lacestor ; 
" but I must not allow you to do what would 
abate you in the opini<Ni of others." 

While thus speaking, he still accepted, with- 
out heffltation, the offices about his person, which 
the new made knight seemed to render as eager- 
ly as if he had really felt, in dischar^ng the task, 
that pleasure which his worda expressed. 

" I am not afriud of men's misconatructioD," 
he said, in answer to L^cester's remark, " Eonce 
there is not — (permit me to undo the collar) — a 
man within the castle, who does not expect very 
soon to see persons of a rank far superior to that 
which, by your goodness, I now hold, rendering 
the duties of the hed-chamher to you, and ac 
counting it an honour." 
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*' It might, indeed, io have been," taid the 
£arl, with an involuatary ag^ ; and then present- 
ly added, " My gown, Varney — I will kwk out 
on the night. la not the moon near to the full P" 

" I thinly so, my lord, according to the caloi- 
dar," answered Vamey. 

There was an abutting window, which opened 
on a anall projecong balcraiy of stone, battlemenU 
ed as is usual in Gothic castles. The Earl undid 
the lattice, and stepped out into the open lur. The 
BtaUon he had chosen commanded an extenave 
view of the lake, and woodlands beyond, where 
the clear moonlight rested on the clear blue wa- 
ters, and the distant masses of oak and elm trees. 
The moon rode high in the heavens, attended 
by thousands and thousands of inferior lumina- 
ries. All seemed already to he hushed in the ne- 
ther world, excepting occaaonally the voice of 
the watch (for the ye<Hnen of the guard per&rm 
ed that duty wherever the Queen was present in 
person,) and the distant baying of the bounds, dis- 
turbed by the [ffeparatiraia amongst the grocsns 
and prickers for a magnificent hunt, which was 
to be the amusement of the next day. 
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XucestAT toolud outon the blua ardi c^ bea- 
VCR, with gestUTds and a eonateiuiice ezprenTO 
ei anxiou* txiihaticm, »bUe Vanwy, vboreinnl&< 
ed mtfain th« daiieMd sfinrtmeQt, ooald (him- 
■dr Bodotieed) with A wcivt satitfftictioti, flee hifl 
patron stretch lus hands wHh tamest geatlctiU- 
tion towctd* the hetvcniy bocfie*. 

** Ye distant ortw of tiring fire»* so ran die 
muttettd invoCaticm of the amhiticms £ttl, " ye 
aM ^Kit while you Wlwel your mystic rouiid^ 
but Wisdom hu given to you a vdoe. Telln«, 
ditbt to what e»d U my high omum destiiied. 
Shall Che gnaMesi to «bih;h I have a^red be 
brigfatf pre-emhieflt, and stable as your 'own ; ot 
am I but doomed to dniw • brief and gKtt^riog 
tnna dlosg tbe nigbUy darinitess, and iheu to rial 
down 'to earth, like the bate tcfUse (^ those aiti> 
fidal fires wirti idiidi »eit etiratate y<!»ur tays ?^ 

Hblookad on dis heafctts ia profduoMl (fieufce 
fat a noaute ortwd longery end then agab *e^ 
pad ibta tlie i^iattment^ wbn« VwA«y Mewed «) 
have beoi e q gy d in pcmiB^^ Uie Sdtf s }«ivris 
iotoaoaikct. 
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'' What B«id Al»co of my hwoecope i^ de- 
manded I^ekeeter. " You already told me, but 
it has escaped me, tot I think but lightly of that 
art- 

" Many learned and great men have thought 
odierwise,'" sud Varoeyt " and, not to flatter 
your lordship, my own oinnion leans that way* 

" Ay, Saul among the prophets P** add Leices- 
Ut—*' t thou^t thou wert Bcepdcal in all such 
matters as diou could'stnather Bee, hear, imdl, 
taal«, dr toneb, aad Aat thy beUef was liiiiUed 
by thy eenies.'* 

** Poliap*, my lotd," snd Varney, ** I may 
be at preaeot nusled l^ my wish to find the pn- 
dicfiona eS astrology trde o» the present occanoK 
Alasco saye, diat yoor taTourite planet is cukni- 
mtiag, and that tbe adverse inSncnce— he would 
not use splakier tann--4lKnigfa not oTercom^ was 
evidently combust, I ttunk be sod, or retn^ra^" 

** It is eVfln to,* eaid L^cestcr, lookiDg at an 
abittfttfiioif asbrologioal cotcukdfios whidi be had 
m Us bind ; " tb« rixeagat iiiflu<nc« will pFevnl, 
and, as I think, the evil hour pass away ri— Lend 
me your hand. Sir Richard, to doff my gowU'— 
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and Fentain m instant, if it is not too burtlien- 
aome to your knigbthood, while I compose myself 
to sleep. I believe the btntle of this day has fe- 
vered my blood, for it streams through my vtias 
like a current of molteu lead— r^ufun ao instant, 
I |«ay yoo — I would ^d feel my eyes heavy crp 
1 closed them." 

Vamey c^Sraoualy assisted hu ilord to bed, and 
' placed a massive nlvor n^t-lamp, with a short 
sword, on a marble talde which stood dose by 
the head of the couch. £ither in order to avmd 
the light of the lamp, or to hide his countenance 
from Vamey, .L^cesl^' drew tbe curtain, heavy 
with entwined silk and gdd, so as completdy to 
shade bis face. Vamey took a seat near the bed, 
but with his back towards his master, as if to iii> 
timate that he was not watching him, and quietly 
wuted till Ldcester himself led the way to the 
tape by which bis mind was engrossed. 

" And so, Vamey," swd the Earl, aftra: wut- 
ing in vain till his dep^ident should commrace 
tbe cmvarsaticMi, " men talk of tbe Quem^s &• 
voiur towards me." 
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" Ay, my good lord," uud Vam^ ; " of what 
can they c^, since it is so strongly manifeetcd." 

" She is indeed my good and gracious mis- 
tress,* said Leicester, af^er aoother pause ; " but 
it is vritLeo, ' Put not thy trust in Princes.' " 

" A good sentence and a true," sud Vamey, 
" unless you can unite their interest with yours 
so absolutely, that they must needs sit on your 
wrist like hooded hawks." 

" I know what thou meanest," said L^cester 
impatiently, " though thou arttolnight so pruden- 
tially careful of what thou sayest to me — Thou 
would'st intimate, I might many the Queen if I 
woidd." 

** It is your ^>eecb, my lord, not mine," an- 
swered Vamey ; "but whose soever be the speech, 
it is the thought of ninety-nine out of an hundred 
men throughout broad England." 

" Ay, but," said Leicester, turning himself in 
his bed, " the hundredth man knows better. Thou, 
for exiunple, knowest the obstade that cannot be 
overleaped." 

" It must, my lord, if the stars speak true," 
said Vamey, composedly. 

i:,ni--^-iT,CtK><^[c 
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« What talk's! tbou of then)," Boid L^eefiler, 
" that bdierest not in them oc in aught etaef" 

" Y(Mi mistakfi, my lord, under yova gracious 
pardon," said Varney ; " I beUave in many thu^ 
that inedict the future. I b^ere, if sbowa^ fall 
in April, that we shall have flowas in May ; 
that if the sun ^inei, gndn will i^)en ; andl b^ 
liere in much natural phiknopby to the tame ^ 
feet, which, if the stars vvvsr to ute, I will ny 
Uw stars Bpak the truth- And in lake manner, 
I will not disbelieve that which I see wiabed fw 
and expected on earth, solely because tbe aattOp 
logecB have read it in the heavens." 

" Thou art right," said Leicester, again tosa> 
ia^ bitnself oo Iuk cood — " £artb does wibh for 
k. I have bad adnces from the reformed cbivo^ 
ea of Gennany— from the Low Countnes~fi«n 
Switzerland, urging tlua as a puM on vioA 
Eun^'s safety depends. IVanoe will not oppose 
it— Tbe nilmg party in Sootiand look to it aa tiieir 
best acoiRityw->^>Bin fears it, but cannot prevent 
it~and yet thou knowest it is impossible." 

" I know not that, my lord," said Vamtoy, 
" the Countess is indisposed." 
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** ViUttBl" said lacientcr, itortiag up oo liia 
CMidi, tud sosing *he' sword vbich lay at the 
table beiide Un,' ** go tby thoughts dntw«y P— • 
thou wouldst not do murthcr T 

'^'Forirhcn, oriritBt, do ;^(ni-hDU. mci^iuy 
lord f" s&id Varney, assuming the supetionty «r 
oit tanoceat lani tubjected to'imjust smjiicion. 
^'X HudnD^ii:^ to desire Budi aiuTidin^n. 
tatant » ytmr vi(d«noe infen. ' I aud Init tltat 
the Owneem ms UL And Coonten, end lovdy 
afid beloved as die ist fionjy your lordbbip iBUSt 
b^'hartobe mortal P" She- nay cKe, and your 
lordship^ haad bccsnt once none your on." 

" Away ! away f" sand Leioaita ; ** let Ine 
have no more of this." 

" 6o0^l%bt, my kud/'taid VmMy, seenring 
to ondei-Btisid this as a coabund to depart; bat 
Lcientar's vtmx ioterruptod Ms purpose. 

**. IVtou eoapeet me not thus, «r Fdd," Bud be ; 
*' 1 d^A thy knigfuhoad has addkd thy bnina 
•M^Vmfsia, thou hast t^hcdof imponb^itiGs; as 
of tAiitgB whub maycomo to pass." 

"MyiordjiMig bve your 'fair Omatets," said 
Varney ; " bat neither your 'iore nor my good 
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nishei cm nuke bn immortBL But God grant 
she lire long to be hxppj hendf, and to rmder 
you BO. I see not but you maybe Kng of Eng- 
land notwithstanding." 

" Nay, now, Vamey, thou art Btarlunad," said 
Leicester. 

" I would I were my self within the same near, 
aeas to a good estate of freebt^^ said Vani^. 
" Have we not known in other ooontriea, bow a 
left-handed marrii^ migbt subsist betwixt per- 
sons of differing d^ree ? — ay, and be no hind- 
rance to prerent the husband fiom conjiuning 
himself afterwards with a Rtore suitable partner." 

*' I hare heard of such dungs in Germany," 
sud Locester. 

" Ay, and the most learned doctors in forogn 
universities justify the practice &om the Old 
Testament," said Vamey. " And idler all, where 
is the harm P The beautiful partner, whcMn you 
have chosen for true love, has your secret' hours 
of relaxation and afiection. Her fame is safo— her 
consdence ni&y slumber securdy— You haT« 
wealth to provide n^ally for your issue, should 
Heaven bless you with ofiiqrting. Meanwhile yea 
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nay give to Elizabeth ten times the Idaure, and 
ten thouBBnd times the aff'ection, that ever Bon 
Philip of Spain q>ared to her ^ster Mary ; yet 
you know how she doated on him though so cold 
and n^lectJul. It requires but a dose mouth and 
an open brow, and you keep your £Ieanor and 
your fur BoBomond far enough sepaHte. — Leave 
me to build yon a bower to which no jealous 
Queen shall find a clue.^ 

' Leicester was silent for a moment, then ngh- 
ed, and said, ■" It is impoBuble.— ^hxxl night. 
Sir Bicfaard Vamey — yet stay — Can you guess 
what meant TreBsilian by shewing himself in such 
careless guise beftn^ the Queen to-day ? — to etrike 
her tender heart, I should guess, with all the sym- 
pathies due to a lover, abandoned by his mistress, 
and abandoning himself." 
■ Varney, smotheiing a sneering laugh, answer, 
ed, " He believed faster Tressilian had no such 
matter in his head.^ 

" How !" said Leicester ; " what m^an'st thou P 
There "^s ever knavery in that hnigh of thine^ 
Varney." 

" I only meant, my lord," said Vamey, " that 
6 
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Tre9nKBabaitakmtbe4umr«y.toa*«dlieHt- 

fanaking, :Ha bxtIilMda«DBpBiBait— «fe>)alfi 

eanp8iwifH-'aiiustran»^-aBart«fpl^«i'^-inCen 

ttMer, u I befiewBfvith iibi ia Uerrfnr'a Bowv, 

vhcBt i (faartaoedhdaiiirfieiiainTBSMSUof 1^ 

Mm.*' 

■ '^ A -BoiatAn 1— incan''Bt ihoo a panvoor?" 

** Af) my kvd; vbo dae muts fw Jidbib ibji 
gentleman's chamber P^ 

" fij o^iaitb, time and ipacc fittii^ tUs- were 
« good tale loli^* Mid Locesur. "Ie!nr^»< 
friiflted those booluab^ bypocnbeal, aecnong-nr- 
bwtia n^tdan. WclU-Uastcr TitissitiaD mriu> 
•onewbat faHoliar -vitk ' my bonat) — if I ]a€k. it 
aKr> be ii iadsfatad to it &r aertabi rocidlei^ioiia. 
I would not ham him uoce than I tan beljk 
Keep ^e on him, faoverer, Varney." 

" X lodged bim.fu'lhat tcaaon," said Vaney, 
"uiMenyn'a Tower, where be ia under th^ eye 
of my very ■viplant, if he were sot alao aiy very 
drunks aerrant, Michael I^mbonnie, whom I 
b»« tc4d your Gfaee of." 

" Grace r said Lnccster; " what moM'at 
thou by that e^tbef?" 
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" It came unawarea, my lord ; and yet it sounds 
so Tery natural, that I cannot recal it." 

" It is thine own prefennent that hath turned 
thy brain,^ siud Leicester, laughing ; '* new ho- 
nours are as heady as new wine," 

" May your lordship soon have cause to say so 
from experience," stud Vamey ; and, vishing fait 
patron good ni^t, he withdrew. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

HaecHii^* die rictnn— dws tbe pood facti^a', 
B'cn M be hind polled domi b; ttrMU^ag dogi 
Um «t Ibe hanter*! (M— riw eouMUMu pnOot 
To Mane high dame, tba Dun of the diaoe, 
To whom he looki ftt goodoD, tdi diRp blade, 
To pdi tbe nfatnv thnat. 

Wji are now to return to Mervyn''B Bomr, the 
atpntmeat, or rather the prison, of the unfratu- 
nate Countess of Leicester, who for BMne time 
kept within bounds her uncertainty and her im- 
patience. She was aware that, in the tumult of 
the day, there might be some delay ere her letter 
could be safely conveyed to tbe hands of Loces- 
ter^ and that Bome time more might elapse ere he 
could extricate himself from the necessary attend- 
ance on Elizabeth, to come and Tint her in her 
secret bower.—*' I will not expect him/ she stud. 
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f till nigfat— he oannot be absent trtm his royal 
gcmti eren to Me me. He will* I knov, . cosw 
evlier if it be poenble^ but I will not expect him 
bdlcve night."-K>iAn(l jet all the while she Sd tab- 
pecthim; and, while she tried to argue henelf in* 
to a toatrary beKef, eac^ hasty notae, of the bus* 
drad which she beard, lounded Uke the hurried 
9tQp. of Leicester on the Btaimaae, hasting tp fold 
her in big arms. 

' The fatigue t£ body wludi Amy had latdy 
undergone, with the agitation of ntind nttural to 
Bo enui a state oi UDCcrtaioly, bogan by degrees 
atnmgly to afieot her nerves, and she ahnoet feaied 
lux total inability to mai n tai n the neceaaary seK- 
conmand through the soenea whidi mig^t lie be- 
fwe bcr. But, althot^ apoiled by an over^dul. 
gent •y^«m of eduoatit^ Amy had natuntlly a 
misd of great power, united with a frame which 
her share in her father^ woodland excmiset bad 
mkdered uooommonly h«altby. She summoned to 
bar aid suoh mental and bcdily roaources; and oat 
imowMnouA how much t^ isaue of her ^te might 
depend on her own atslf-posaeswon, ahe iway^ in- 
tecDiiUy for ftrang^ of body wad for mcaual fw- 
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titude, and lesolTed, at the same time, to, yield to 
BO norvoiu impulse which might weaken either. 
Yet whea the great beli of the Castle, which 
was placed in Cse3ar''B Tower, at no great di^ance 
from that called Mervyn's, hegan to aend ita pend- 
ing clamour alHroad, in ugnal of the urival of the 
loyat precesnoD, the din waa to painfully acute 
to ears rendered Dorrously senudve by anxiety, 
that she could hardly forbear shrieking with an* 
guiifa, in wiswtT to every stunmng dash of the 
iclenttess peat 

' Stortly afterwards, when the small iqwrtment 
was at once enlightened by the shower of artifi- 
cial fires with which the air was suddenly filled, 
and which crossed each other like fiery siMrits^ 
«ach beat on his own separate mia^iHi, or hke ■»• 
kmanders executing a frolic dAnce in the region 
c^ the Sylphs, the Countess felt at first as if each 
rocket shot dose by her eyes, and diBcboiged its 
sparks and fi^ashes so nigh that she coidd feel 
a sense of the heat. But she struggled against 
these fantastic terrors, and oompdled herself to 
aiise, stand by the window, look out, and gaze 
upiMi a ugfat, which at another time would have 
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Jippeared to her at once captivating and fearful. 
The magnificcDt towers of the Castle were enve- 
loped in garlandi of artificial iire, or shrouded 
vtth tiaras of pale Bmoke. Thesurfaceof thelake 
jjlowed like molten iron, while man; fire-worits, 
(then thought extremely wotid^ul, though now 
common,) whose flame continued to exist in the 
oppoung element, dived and rose, hissed and 
roared, and spouted fire, like so many dragons of 
enchantment sporting upon a burning lake.' 

Even Amj was for a moment interested by 
what was to ber so new a scene. " I had thought 
it magical art^** she said, " but poor TressiliaD 
taught me to judge of such things as they are. 
£rreat God ! and may not -these idle splendours 
resemble my ownboped for happiness, — a ^gW 
spark, which is instantly swallowed up by but- 
rounding darkness,— a precarious glow, which 
^sea but for a brief space into the air, that its fall 
may be tbe lower ? O, Leicest^ ! after all — all 
that thou bast said — hast sworn — that Amy was 
thy love, thy life, can it be that thou art the nuu 
ptnaq at whpse nod these enchantments arise, and 
th^t she sees them, as an outcast, if not a captive?" 
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The KUtained, probniged, and rq>«ted bunto 
of muiic, from so many different quarters, and 
lit m umaj -mrymg points of ^stance, wludi 
souDdsd as if not the Cwtle rf Kaslwrnth only, 
but the n^ole ooontry around, had beat at once 
die Kene of aolpiwiiiring some lu^ national fes- 
tival, canied die tame t^resare thou^t stiU 
dowr to her heart, while aome note* would mdt 
in distant and Uling tones, as if in etHnpasBioil 
f<H- ha aoTTowa, and mne bnrst dose and near 
upon her, as if mocking her miaeiy, with all the 
injKiIaKe of uolinuted mirth. ** These Krands,'" 
^e said, "are mine— tmne, because they are Hts; . 
but I cannot say, — Be still, these loud stimns soil 
me not; and the vmee of the meanest peasant that 
nusgles in the dance, would have more power to 
modulate die munc, than the command of her 
who is nuBtress of all." 

By degrees the sounds of revelry died away, 
and the Countess mdidrew from the window at 
which she had sate listening to it It was mght, 
but the moon affinded oximdcnible light in the 
room, BO that Amy was able to make the arrange' 
meiit which she judged necessary. There was 
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bope that I.noe«ter iiB^t c<HBe to bar ^Mrtmeit 
asaomaa the revel iatbe Coattehad sabuded; 
but there was «tso riA she might be dieturbed by 
some aiiauthmized mtnder. Sbe bid lost oan- 
fidotce in the key, mnce Treanlian bad entered 
BO eamljy though the dcxir was locked od the m- 
nde ; yet all the additional security ibe could 
think o£, was to {dace the table aooss the door, 
that she might be warned by the ntuse should 
any one attempt to enter. Having takes theae 
necessary precauticns, the unfbrtunite lady with- 
drew to her couG^, stretched herself down on it, 
mused in anxious expectation, and counted more 
than one hour after midni^t, till exhausted na- 
ture proved too strong for love, for grief, fbr 
ftar, nay even for uncertwnty, and she slept. 

Yes, the slept The Indianaleeps at the Make, 
uj the intervals between his tortures ; and men- 
tal torments, in like manner, exhaust by longoon- 
tinuanc* the senidbility of the suffeter, so that an 
interval of lethargic repose must necesaanly ko- 
sue, ere the panga which they inflict can again be- 
rmewed. 

The Countess slept then for several hours, and 



dreamed that ihe ««• in tbe ancient home at Cum- 
nor Place, listening fbr the low whistle with which 
Lcicetter often uwd to arauniace his preaence in 
the oourt-yard, when amTing suddenly on one of 
Iris stolen Tinta. But od this occasion, instead of 
a whistle, she heard the peculiar Mast of a bugle. 
bom, «ach as her father used to irind on the fall 
of the steg, and which huntnhen then called a 
mart. She ran, as she thought, to a window that 
looked into the court-yard, which she saw filled 
with men in mourning gaimentsl TfaeoIdCunto 
seemed about to read the funeral service, Munw 
blazen, tricked out in an antique dr^ like an an- 
cient herald, held aloft a scutcheon, with its usual 
deoorations of skutis, cross^xHies, andhbur-^asses, 
surrounding a coat-of-arma, of which she coukt 
only distinguish that it was surmounted with an 
EarTs coronet. The old man looked at her with a 
ghasdy smde, and sud, *' Amy, are th^ not 
righdy quartered f" Just as he ^)oke, libe horns 
agun poured on her ear the mdancholy yet wild 
strain of the mort, or death-note, and ^e awoke. 
The Countess awoke to hear « real bugle-wde, 
or rather the combined breath of many bugles. 
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■ounding not (he flKvt, but the joUj reveiB^, to 
Temiod the inmates of the Caatie of Keoitirorth, 
that the pleasures of the daj wete to commence 
with a mi^idficent Btagrhuatiqg in the d^^- 
bouring-Cbase. Amy started up ftomber couch, 
listened to the eound^ saw the fijst beuni of the 
sunun» mmnii^. already twinkle through the 
lattice of her window, and recolletded, with feel- 
ings of giddy agony, where she was, and how 
orcumstlaaced. 

" He thinks not of irw," she said — " he will 
not coma nigb me i A Queen is lus guest, and 
what cares he in what corner of his huge Castle 
a wietoh like me jnnes in doubt, which is fast fa- 
ding into despsirf" At once a Boupd At the door* 
MB aiaotae ode aUMJtptiug to open it poftly, filled 
her vith ail inpfiaUe nuiture of joy and fear ; and, 
hastenii^ to remove the obstacle she had placed 
agiunfit tbe.dow, and to unlock it, she had the 
pcecauti(»i to; ask* " Is it thou, my love f*" 
■ *' Yfs, my CouDtest^^ murmui^ a wbtq>er 
in re{dy. 
Sbe threw open the door, and exclaiiBinc, " I<ei- 
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owlcrr flung her MT^ aRNoid the nedc of Um 
nan who stood without, muffled in bit doak. 

** No— not quke LocMter," ■BBwa«d Michael 
Landioanie, for be it wu, retmBing the canm 
with vebcmmoe,-^* not quite JjooetUr, my love- 
ly end most lorii^ dndien, but as good ■ msti." 

With an exertiMi at font of wtiid) ifae would 
at anodier time have tboogfat henetf ine^MUe, 
the Counten freed benelf from the pn&ne and 
{meaning gnsp oX the drunkat debanche^ and 
retreated into the imdat of her apartzaent, where 
deipair gave her courage to make a stand. 

As Lamboume, on enteiit^, dropped the lap 
t^ bis cloak frtmi his face, die knew Vamey's pro- 
fligate servant; the very last person, exGC^ptinghui 
detested master, 1^ whom Ae would have wish- 
ed to be discovered. But dw was Bbll ckioely mut 
fled in her travelliDg dress, and as Lamboume bad 
soaroe ever been adnutted to her presaice at Cum- 
noT-Place, her pemw, she hoped, night not be 
so wdl known to him as his was to her, owmg to 
Janet''s pointing him frequently out aa he crossed 
the comt, and telling stories o£ his wickedness. 
She mig^t have had still greater confidence in her 
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disguise, had her experience enabled ber to di*- 
corer that he was much intcKucated ; but ths 
could scarce have consoled her for the risk whit^ 
she might incur ham such a diaracter, in audi a 
time, place, and circumstances. 

Lamboume flung ti\9 door behind Um as hfe 
Altered, and folding hia arms, as if in mockery 
<^ the attittide of distraction into which Amy had 
thrown herself, he proceeded thus : " Hark ye, 
most fair Callipolis— or most lorely Countess 
of douts, and divine Duchess of dark conia»— 
if thou takest all that trouble <^ skewering tiiy- 
vdf together, like a trussed fowl, that there may 
be more pleasure in the earring, even save thy- 
self the labour. I like thy first &ank manner the 
best^-like thy present as litde— (he made a st^ 
towards her, and stagga«d) — as little as-HSuch a 
damned uneven floor as this, where a gwitlemaa 
may break his neck, if he does not walk as up^ 
ri^t as a posture-master on the tight-rope." 

*^ Stand back !" said the Countess ; " do not 
approach nearer to me, oa thy peril." 

" My peril !— and stand ofl^— Why, how now, 
madam P Must you have a better mate than ho- 
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nest Mike I..aitaboome ? I have been in America, 
get], where the gold grows, and have bmigbtoff 
such a load on't " ■ ■ ■ 

" Gktod fHend,'" said the Countees, in great 
terror at the ruffian's det«mined and audaoous 
manner, " I prithee b^jone, and leave me." 

" And so I will, pretty one, when we are tired 
tof each other's company — not a jot sooner."— He 
fKized her by the arm, while, incapable of Airtber 
defence, she uttered shiiek upon shriek. " Nay, 
.scream away if you like it," said he, still holding 
her fast ; " I have heard the sea at the loudest, 
and I mmd a equalling woman no more thm a 
miauling kitten — Damn me ! — I have beard fifty 
or a hundred screaming at once, when l^ere was 
a town stormed." 

The cries of the Countess, however, brought 
unexpected aid, in the po^on of Lawrence StA. 
pies, who had heard her exclamations from bia 
apartment below, and entered in good time to save 
her from b^g discovered, if not from m(»« atro- 
dous violence. Lawrence was drunk also, from 
the debauch of the preceding night ; but fortu- 
nately his intoxication had tak^i a different turq 
from that of Lambournc. 
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" What the devifs Doiae is tins in the ward ?" he 
swd— " WhstI man and woman tc^ffltfacriaiChe 
same cell ? that ia agunst rule; I will hare deceik 
cy under my rule, hy Saint Peter of die Fetters." 

" Get thee down st^rs, thou dnmken beast,'" 
said Lsrabourne ; " Seest thou not the lady and 
I would be private." 

" Good m, worthy Bir!"'. uid the Couoteu, 
addresui^ t!he jailor, " do but save me.fiom 
bim, for the E>abe c£ mercy !" 

" She speaks f^ly,^ said ike jailor, " and I 
will take her part I love my pnsoners; and I 
have had as good priaooers unda my key, as 
they have had in Newgxts or the Coidfrfer. And 
BO, beiug one of my lambkina, «a I say, no one 
shall disturb her in her pen-fold. Bo, let go the 
woman, or I^ knock your brains mii with my 
keys." 

" m make a Uood-pudding of thy nudrifi 
first," answered Landwume, laying bis left band 
on his dagger, but still detwiing die Countess by 
the arm Willi his ri^t— " So have at thec^ thou 
old ostrich, whose only living is riipon a bunch 
of iron keys." 
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Lnmnoe nbed the ann cOIidael, and pre- 
vented him from drawii^ bis dagger; ^id as 
Ldmbonme ■tru^^ed and Btrare to duike him 
off, the CountcH made a loddeD exertimi aa her 
mdof and d^ipng her hand out of the f^ye on 
whidi the ruffian stiD kc|tt hidd, ibe gnned her 
liberty, and OKafnng frran the iqMrtmait, ran 
down Bturs; while, at the same munmt, the 
bsard the two combatants fail on the floor wiA 
R WHie which increased her tenor. The onter 
wicket ofiiered no impedimmt to her flight, ha- 
ving been opened for Lainbouzne''s admittance ; 
ao that she sueceeded in eacajsag down the stair, 
and fled into the Fleasence, wUch seemed to her 
hasty glance the diiectiMi in iriiidi she was most 
hkcly to KV(M pursuit. 

Meanwhile, Lawrence and Laiidioume roUed 
on the floor of the apartm^t, closely gra[q)led 
together. Neither had, hiqijHly, cppcwtuoity to 
draw their daggers ; but Iiawience fmind space 
,aH>ugh to daA hisheavy keys across Michael's 
taoRy and MLchoel, in return, graqied the turnkey 
- ao fally by the throat, that tfie Uood gushed from 
nose and mouth ; so that thej were berth gMy and 
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obscene qwetadea, wlien one of the other offioov 
oi the household, Httracted hy the Doise of the 
fivj, entered the room, and with some difficult 
effected the separation of the oorabstants. 

" A murrun on you both,^ said the eharitaUe 
Bedutor, " and eapeciBlly on Tou, Uaster I>aia- 
boume ! What the fiMid lie youhere fin*, figfaU 
ing on the floor like two batdierf* con in the 
kennel of the shambles Y" 
■ Lamboume aiioae, and, aomevhat sobered by 
^ interposttioD of a third party, IcxdEied with 
aoraeAii^ less than his usual brssen Impudence 
cS -vioige ; " We fought for a w«ich, an thou 
must know," was lus reply. 

** A wench I Where is she ?^ swd the tifficer. 

*' Why, vanished, I think," said Lamboum^ 
locddng around him ; '* unless IiKwrenoe hath 
swallowed her. That filthy paundi of his swal- 
lowt as many distressed damsels and o|q>res8ed 
(wphani^ as e'er a ^ant bi King Arthur's history : 
they are his loime food; he derours them body, 
soul, and substanoe." 

" Ay, ay I It's no matter," s^d I.awrence, ^ 
thering up hia huge ungainly form from the 
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floor ; " but I have had your betten, Master 
Mkhad Lambsurne, uodca: the little turn of mj 
forefinger and thumb ; and I shall have thee, 
before airs done, under my batches. The impu- 
dence of Ihy brow will not always save tby einn- 
booes from iron, and thy foul thirsty guUet from 
a hempen ccrd.'"— The wiwda weie no sooner out 
of his nuHith, whm Lamboume again made at 
him. 

** Nay, go not to it again," said the sewer, *< or 
I will call (or ham dulLtameyou both, and that 
is Master Vaniey — Sir lUchard, I mean — be ie 
stirring, I promise you — I saw him cross the 
court just now." 

** "Didat thou, by G — i^ sud Lamboume, so- 
sing on the basin and. ewer which stood in tlie 
apartm«it; "Nay, then, element do thy worli — 
I thought I had enough of tbee last ni^t, when 
I floated abont for Orion, hke a cork on a cask 
ofaie." 

So saying, he fell to work to deansie from hit 
face and hands the signs of the fray, and get his 
apparel into some order. 8 
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" What hast thou done to him P" said the sever, 
speakingaude to the jailor; " hts face is fearfully 
swelled." 

*' It is but the imprint of the key of my cabi- 
net — too good a mark for his gallows-face. No 
man shall abuse or insult my prisoners ; they are 
my jewels, and I lock them in safe casket accord- 
ingly.— And BO, mistress, leave off your wEuling 
— Hey ! why surely there was a woman here !" 

" I think you are all mad this morning," said 
the sewer ; " I saw no woman here, nor no man 
neither in a proper sense, but only two beasti 
rolUng on the floor." 

'* Nay, then I am undone," said the jailcw ; 
*< the prisim^s broken, that is all. Eenilworth 
prison is broken, which was the strongest jail be- 
twixt this and the Welch mard^es — ay, and a 
bouse that has had knights, and earls, and kings 
sleeping in it, as secure as if they had been in the 
Tower of London. It is broken, the prisoners fled, 
and the julor in much danger of being hanged.-" 

So saying, he retreated down to his own den 
to conclude his lamentations, or to sleep bimseii 
sober. Lambourne and the sewer followed teWL 
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clow, and it was wdl ftir them, mux the jailor, 
out of mae haJHt, was about to lock the widiet 
after htm ; and had thej cot been within ifae 
Fsadi of interfering, they vonki have had the 
jdeasure of being ahut up in tbe turret-chamber, 
from which the Countets had been jutt delivered. 
That nobqipy lady, as bood as she found her- 
aelf at liberty, fled, m we Inve already neotiooed, 
into the Pleasance. She had seen this richly or- 
namented space of ground from the window of 
Merryn^s Tower ; and U oociirred to her, at the 
moment tJ bar escape, that, aiaang its numetDtu 
arbours, bowers, fountains, statues, and grottoes, 
abe m^bt find some reoeea, in which flfae oould lie 
concealed unUl she had an opportunity oi ad- 
dresang herself to a protector, to whtmi she migfat 
communicate as much as she dared of ber forlom 
Mtua^on, and through whoCe meaefl she m^ht 
supplicate an interview with ha husband. 
, " If t oouM see my guide," she thou^t, " I 
would Icam if lie bed delivered my letter. 'Evta 
if I oould see TresuJikn, it were better to risk 
Dud^y^ anger, by confidi^ my whole situation 
to one who is the vwy aoul of honour, than to run 
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the btzard of &rUMr insult among tho iBsdent 
neniids (^ this ill-mled place. I will not agua 
vimture into aa inclosed apartment I will wait, 
X will watoh — BuitUt so inwij human beanga, 
there muat be amne kind heart whidi can jndgv 
iind coapasatmate what mine enduTea.^ 

In twth) ttore than one party mtcred moA 
ttavvaed tits Fleasance. But they were in joy- 
ous groupes of ibur or flv« persms togedier, 
kugbiog end jeating in thur own fulhiesa of 
Burbh ftnd ligbtocca of heart. 

The re£reat which «he had cbosen, gave ker die 
«as|^ altemative of armding obserrabon. It was 
hut stepping back tothe farthest reoesa of a grotto, 
lanumented with rustic work and moBa-«eats, and 
tHininated by a {aaxniMoa, and she might easily re- 
gain Gopeetded, w at her pleasure disooTsr herself 
to any aalitary wimderer, whose curionty ^ight 
lead him to that romantic retiremeot. Anti<spaling 
-audi as x^portunity, ^e looted into the clear 
.baMn, which die uleitt fountain held up to her like 
a mirror, ondfeit ehocksd a<t her own appearance, 
and daohtful at the same time, muffled and disft- 
rguradw her diaguise made her seem to hendf. 
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whether any female, (and it was from the compas- 
non of her own tex that she chiefly expected sym- 
pathy,) would engage in conference with so Busp»- 
aouB an ot^ect. ResBonmg thus like a woman, to 
whom external aj^iearance is scarcely in any dr- 
cunutances a matter of unimpcMtance^ and like a 
Besu^ who had scmie confidence in the power of 
her own chams, she lud aside her own travetling 
doak and capotaine bat, and pJooed them bed^ 
her, so that she could assume them in an instant, 
ere one coidd penetrate from the entrance of the 
grotto to its extremity, in case the intruson of 
Vamey<H' c€Lamboume should render such dis- 
guise necessary. The dress which she wore un- 
der these vestments was somewhat of a theatiical 
. cast, so as to suit the assumed personage (^ <Hie 
.of the females who was to act in the pageant. 
Wayland had found the means of arran^ng it 
thus upon the second day of their journey, boviag 
' experienced the service ariang frcHn the assump- 
tion of such a character cm} the preceding day. 
The fountuD, acting both as a miiror and ewer, 
afforded Amy the means of a brief toilette, of 
which site mtaled hersdf as hastily as poMiUe ; 
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then took in her hand her small casket of jewels 
in case she might find them useful intercessors, 
and retiring to the darkest and moat sequestered 
nook, sat down on a seat of moss, and awaited till 
fate should give her some chance of rescue, or of 
propitia^g an intercenwr. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Hwe jou not uen the paitridge quake. 
Viewing the hmk ^ipraadiing lugh ? 

SheenddlocliMclMDeath the bnkc, 
Atttii to nt, afraid to 9j. 

Prior. 

It chanced upon that memorable morning, that 
one of the earliest of the huntress trun, who ap- 
peared from her chamber in full array tot the 
Chaae, was the Piincess, for vbom all these plea* 
sures were instituted, England's Maiden Queen. 
I know not if it were b^ chance, or out of the be- 
fitting courtesy due to a mistress by whom he was 
BO much honoured, that she had scarcely made 
one step beyond the threshold of her chamber, 
ere Lacester was by her side, and proposed to 
her, until the preparaUraiB for the Cliase had been 
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coinf^eted, to view the Pleasance, and the gar- 
dens wiiidi it connected with the Cmsde-yaid. 

To this new sceae of pdewunB they walko], 
the fiarPs arm affimliag his SavstdgJi the oceo- 
sion&l fluppwt which ihe requind, where fli^ta 
of etepB, dien a faroiirite (vnaDiieBt in a ^aKden, 
cooduet«d them from terrace to terrace, and {mm 
parterre to parterre. The ladies ia attendaaee, 
^Aed with prudenoe, or endowed perhaps with 
die amiBble desire of acting u disy would he 
done by, did not copoitve Aeir duty to the 
Queen's person required them, diough they lost . 
not sight of her, to approach so near as to share, 
or perhaps diatuHs, the oonTcraatioiL fact wist the 
Queen and the Earl, who waa not only her host, 
but alao bee mo*t trueted, eiteanad, and favouc- 
ed gervant. They contented diemselves with ad> 
B>bing 1^ ff^aoe «f this illustrious couple, wboae 
robes of state were bow escbanged £ar huiding 
suits, lUmost equally magmficent. 

EliziA>e^'s sylvan dre«s, whidi was of a pale 
blue nlk, with wlv>» lace and aiguiHettes, 'ap> 
proaohed in fumn to that of the ancient Amazons ; 
and was, therefore, w^l suited at once to her 
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height, and to the digmty of ber mien, w^ich her 
conscious rank and laog hatnts of authori^ bad 
tendered in some d^ree too maaculine to be weai 
to the best advantage in (Hdiiiary fnnale wecdi. 
I^eicester^ huiiting suit of Linct^-green, lidily 
erabnndered with gpid, and aoased b; the gay 
baldric, which sustained a bugle-honi',aiid ammd- 
knife inrtead of a swrad, became its master, as did 
bis otbtf vestments of court or of war. For sudi 
were the perfections (rf* bis form and nuen, tbat 
L^cesttf was always sujqioaed to be seen to the 
greatest advantage in the character and dress 
iriucb for the time be represented, or Vore> . ' 
The conversatiim of Elizabeth and the 'favour- 
ite £arl has not reached us in detail. But those 
who watched at some Stance, (and the eyes of 
courtiers and court ladies are ri^t sharp,) were 
vi opinion, that aa no occasion did the dignity 
of Elizabeth, in gesture and motion, seem so de- 
cidedly to soften away into a mien expreenveof 
indeciuon and tenderness. Her step was not only 
slow, but even unequal, a thing most unwonted 
in her carriage ; her looks seemed bent on the 
ground, and there was a timid ditporiticm to widi- 
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dtawfrran her companion, which extenitl gesture 
in female* often indic&tea exactly the opposite ten- 
dency in the secret mind. The Ducfaets of Rut- 
land, who ventured nearest, was even heard to 
aver, that the discerned a tear in Ehiiabeth's eye, 
and a bludi on her cheek ; and still farther, " She 
bent her looks on the ground to avoid mine,'' said 
the DudiesB ; " she who, in her ordinary mood> 
could look down a lion." To what conclunoo 
these symptcHUS led is suActently evident; nco* 
were they probably entirely groundless. The pro- 
gress of a private conversation betwixt two per- 
sons of different sexes, is often derasive of tbnr 
&te, and ^ves it a turn very distinct perhapa from 
what they themselves anticipated. Gallantry be- 
comes mingled with conversation, and affection 
and pasnon cOme graduidly-to mix with^g^lanU 
ry. - Nobles, as well as shepherd swains, will, in 
such a trying moment, say more than they intend- 
ed ; and Queens, like village maidens, will listen 
longer than they should. 

. Horses in the meanwhile neighed, and champ- 
ed the hitta with impatience in the base-court ; 
htninds yelled in tb«r couples, and yeomen, ran. 
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gem, and pridcen, bmented the exhaling of the 
dev, which would prevent ^e stxsat fitwa lying. 
But Leieester had anolher dace in view, <a, to 
speak more justly towards faini, bad become en- 
gaged in it without premeditatXMi, as the high- 
sptrited fauaAerwfaich follows the cryof ^hounds 
that have crossed his path by accideBt. The Queen 
— an accomplished and handsome woman — the 
piide of England, tlie hope of France and Hol- 
land, and the dread (^ Spain, had probably Usten- 
\d wi A mare then usual favour to that mixture of 
romantic g^laotry with which ^e always loved to 
be addressed ; and the Earl had, in vanity, in am- 
Intion, or in both, thrown in more and more of 
diat del)<»ous ingredifflt, until his importunity 
became the language of love itself. 

" No, Dudley," seid ^zabedi, yet it was 
with bnrficn accents — '* No, I must be the m». 
tfaer of my pet^ile. O^er lies, that make the low- 
ly Dtudeti happy, are denied to ber Sovereign — 
No, Leicester, utge it no mtHc— Were I as others, 
free to seek my own hapjnness— then, iBdee(^— 
but it cannot ' cannot be. — IMay the chace— de- 
lay it (br half an hour — and leave me, my lord " 
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" Hov, leave you, Madam f" said Leicester,— 
" Has my madoess offeoded you f 

'* No, Locester, not so V anawered the Queen 
hastily ; " but it is madneBS, and rauBt not be re- 
peated. Go*— but go not far irom hence— ^uid 
meantime let no oi» intrude on my ptivacy.* 

While she apt^e thus, Dudley bowed deeply, 
and retired with a slow and melancholy air. The 
Que«i stood gaiii^ after hiu, and murmured to 
berB^-~*' Were it poscaUe— were it but poBuble 1 
—but Bo^ — no— Elizabeth must be the wife an# 
moUier of England alone." 

As she hpake thus, and in tader to avoid some 
one whose step she beard iq^oaching, the Queen 
tUTDcd into the grotto in whicii her hajJess, and 
yet but too succesrful rival lay concealed. 

Thetaisdof England's Elizabeth, if somewhat 
riiakea by the agitating interview to which she 
had just put a period, was of that firm and de- 
cided diaiBtter which soou recovas its natural 
tone. It was hke one of those aiunent druidicRl 
monuments, called Rocking-stones. The finger <^ 
Cupid, boy as he is painted, could pat her fe^ 
ings m motion, but the pow«r of Havules eouM 
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not have datn^edtbdr equilibrium. AsEhead^ 
vanoed with a dow pace towards the inmost ex- 
tranity <^ tbe grotto, her countenance, ere ^e 
liad proceeded half the loigtfa, had recovered its 
dignity of look, and her mien its air of command. 
It was thm the Queen became aware, that a 
female figure was {Jaced beade, or rather partly 
behind, an alabaster column, at the foot of which 
arose the pellucid fountain, which oocu^ed the 
inmost recess of the twilight grotto. The daas> 
ical nund of Elisabeth suggested the stny <^ 
Numa and Egeria, and die doubted not that some 
Italian sculptor bad hoe represented tbe Naiad, 
whose iaB{urati<Mu gave laws to Rrane. As she 
advanced, ^e became doubtful whether Ae be- 
held a statue, or a form of Bedi and blood. The 
unCwtunate Antj, indeed, remained moti<mlefls, 
betwixt the desire which ^e bad to make her 
conditioa known to one of her own sex, end faer 
awe for the stately fonn which approached her j 
and which, Ukhi^ her eyes had never before be- 
bdd, her fears instantly suspected to be the per- 
toaage she really was. Amy had arisen from ber 
seat with tbe purpose of addresong the lady, who 
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entered the grotto idtHie, and, as the at first 
tbouf^t, BO oppwtunely. But when aberecd- 
lected the alaim which Leicester had expresaed 
at the Queoi knowing aught of thur union, and 
became more and more aatiafied that the perion 
whom she now bdeld was Elizabeth herself, she 
stood with one foot advanced and one witiidrawt], 
her arms, head, and hands, perfectly motionless, 
and her cheek as pallid as the alabaster pedestal 
agwnst which she leaned. Her dress was of pale 
sea-green alk, Jtttle distingui^ed io that imper- 
fect li^t, and somewhat resembled the drapery 
of a Grectmi Nymph, such an antique disguise 
having been thought the most secure, where so 
many masquers and revellers were assembled ; so 
. that the Queen's doubt of her bang a living form 
was well justified by all contingent drcumstances, 
as well as by the bloodless cheek and the fixed eye. 
EUzabeth remuned in doubt, even after she had 
^proached within a few paces, whether she did 
not gaze on a statue so cunningly fashioned, that 
by that doubtful hght it could not be distinguish- 
ed from reality. She stopped, thnefore, and fix- 
ed upon this inl^esting ob}ect her princely look 
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with ao madi keenness, tliiit the asbHiisbment 
vhkfa hsd kept Amy immoTeible, gave way to 
awe, and die gradually cast down her c^es, and 
drooped her head under the comnuBding gaze of 
tbe SoTcreign. StUl, bowsfer, die remained in 
all respects, saving Aia riow tad profound indi- 
nadon of tbe head, motionless and alent 

Fran her dress, and the casket wfaicb she in- 
sQBctiTely held in her hand, Elizabeth natanJly 
oonjeotured that the beantiful but mute figure 
wUdi she bdieldj was a per&tmer in one o£ die 
various theatiical p^eants which liad been placed 
in differat fiitiiatjons to suiprtse her with thor 
homage, and that the poor player, ovatome with 
awe at h^ presence, bad cither targpt die part 
asngaed her, or lacked courage to go t^nni^ it. 
It was natural and courteous to ^ve her some 
eneouragemeat ; and Eliaidxith aceordi^ly said 
in a ttme of oondescending kindness,-—" How 
now, fiur Nympb of (his lovely grotto-— art thou 
speU'bound and struck with dui^meas by the 
chaiBBB of the wicked enchsoter wbcai men term 
Fear ?— We are bis sWom enemy, maiden, and 
canieversehiscbam. Speak, we commaDd thee." 
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Instead of ansvering her by ^teecfa, the unfor. 
tunate Countess dropped on her knee before die 
Queen, let her casket fall from her hand, and 
■clasjnng her palms together, looked up in the 
Queen^s face with such a mixed agony of fear and 
eupplicaUon, Uiat Elizabeth was coosderably af- 
fected. 

" What may this mean P^ she said ; " this is a 
stronger paaaon than befits the occasitm. Stand 
up, damsel — what wouldst thou have with us P" 

" Your protection. Madam," faultered forth 
tbe unhappy petitioner. 

" Each daughter of England has it while she 
is woithy of it,"' replied the Queen ; ** but your 
distress seems lo have a deeper root than a fw- 
gotten task. Why, and in what, do you crave our 
protectiimr' 

Amy hastily endeavoured to recal what did 
were best to say, which mi^t secure bers^ from 
the imminent dangers which BuntHinded her, 
mthout cBdaogaing her husband ; and plunging 
Sttna one thought to another, amidst the chaoe 
which filled ber mind, she could at leagth, in an- 
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swer to the Quern's repeated enquiries, in what 
she sought jKotectian, only faulter out, '* Alas ! 
I know not," 

" This is folly, maiden," said Elizabeth impa- 
tiently ; for there was something in the extreme 
confuaioti of the suppliant, which imiated ho' 
curiosity as well as interested her feelings. " The 
sick man must tell his malady to the phymcian, 
nor are we accustomed to ask questions so oft, 
without receiving an answer." 

*' I request— I implore," stammered forth the 
unfortunate Countess,—" I beseech yourgradoua 
pn)tectioi>— against — against one Varney." She 
eboaked well nigh as she uttered the fatal word, 
which was instantly caught up by the Queen. 

** What, Vam^ — Sir lUchard Vamey — the 
servant of Lord Leicester ! — What, damsel, are 
you to him, or he to you P" 

" I— i^was his pristmer — and he practised on 
my life — and I broke forth to— to" 

** To throw thyself on my protection, doubt- 
less," said Elizabeth. " Thou shalt have it — that 
is, if thou art worthy ; for we will nfl this matter 
to the uttermost. — Thou art," she said, bending 
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on die CountesG an eye which seemed de^ncJ to 
pierce her very inmost soul, — « thou art Amy, 
daughter of Sir Hugh Robsart of Lidcote-Hall f" 
" Forpve roe-^fw^ve me— most gracious 
Princess T scud Amy, dropping once more on her 
knee, from which she had arises. 

" For what should I forgive thee, ally wench P" 
smd Elizabeth ; ** for being the daughter of thine 
own father P Thou art brain-nck, surely. Well, 
t see I must wring the story from thee by inches 
^Thou did'st deceive thine old and honoured 
father — thy look confesses It^^eated Master 
Tressilian — thy blush avouches it — andmanied 
this same Vamey." 

Amy qirung on her feet, and interrupted the 
Queen eagerly, with, " No, Madam, do — as 
there is a God above us, I am not the sordid 
wretch you would take me ! I am not the wife 
of that contempUble sUve — of that most delibe- 
rate vill^Q I I am not the wife of Varney ! J 
irould rather be the biide of Destruction !" 

The Quem, overwhelmed in her turn by Amy's 
rehaoence, stood silent for an instant, and then 
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replied, " Why, God ha' mercy ! woman— I see 
thou can'st talk fast enough when the theme likes 
thee. Nay, tell me, wonjan," she continued, for 
to the impulse of curiouty was now added that 
of an undefined jealousy that some dec^Kion had 
be^i practised on her, — "tell me, woman— for by 
God''s day, i will know — whose wfe, or whose 
paramour art thou ? Speak out, and be speedy — 
Thou wert better dally with a lioness than with 
Elizabeth." 

Urged to this extremity, dragged as it were 
by irremtible force to the verge of the precipice, 
which she saw but could not avcud, — permitted 
not a momeoCs respite by the eager words, and 
menacing gestures of the ofiended Queen, Amy 
at length uttered in despair, " The Earl of LeU 
cester knows it all." 

" The Earl of Leicester !" said Elizabeth, in 
utter astonishment—" The Earl of Leicester !" 
she repeated, with kindling anger, — " Woman, 
thou art get on to this — thou doest belie him — 
he takes no keep of such things as thou art. 
Thou art suborned to slander the noblest lord, 
and the truest-hearted gentl«nan, in England ! 
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But were he the right hand of our trust, or some- 
thing yet dearer to us, thou shalt have thy hear- 
ing, and that in his presence. Come with me — 
come with me instantly !" 

As Amy shrunk back with terror, which tha 
incensed Queen interpreted as that of consdout 
jTuilt, Elizabeth hastily advanced, seized on her 
arm, and hastened with swifl and long steps out 
of the grotto, and along the prindpal alley of the 
Fleasance, dragging with her the terrified Coun- 
tess, whom she still held by the arm, and whose 
utmost exertions could but just keep pace with 
those of the indignant Queen. 
■ Leicester was at this moment the centre of a 
splendid groupe of lords and ladies, assembled 
together under an arcade, or portico, which closed 
the alley. The company had drawn together i& 
that place, to attend the commands of her Maje». 
ty when the hunting-party should go forward, 
and their astonishment may be imagined, when 
instead of seeing Elizabeth advance towards them 
with her usual measured dignity of motion, they 
beheld her walking so rapidly, that she was in the 
midst of them ere they were aware ; and then 
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cdwervedj.wilh fear and auipris^ that her £»• 
lures were fluehed betwixt imger and agitation, 
that her hair was loosened b; hro haste of mo- 
tion, and that her eyes sparkled as they were 
wont wboi the sjMiit <d Henry VIII. mounted 
highest in his daughter. Nor were they lesa bs- 
tonished at the appearance ot the pale, exteniL- 
sted, half-dead, yet still lovely female, whom the 
Queen u[Aeld by main length with one hand, 
while with the other she waved aude the ladies 
and nobles who pressed towards her, under the 
idea that she was taken suddenly ill. " Where 
is my Lord of Leicester ?" she said, in a tone that 
thiilled with asfanishment all the courtiers who 
stood around — " Stand f<arth, my Lord of L^- 
cester !" 

If, in the midst of the most serene day of sum- 
mer, when all is light and laughing around, a 
thundoboltwere to fall from thedear blue vault of 
heaven, and rend the earth at the very feet of srane 
careless travel)^, be could not gaze upon tfae 
smouldering chasm, which so unexpectedly yawn- 
ed before him, with half the astonishment and fear 
which Lncester felt at the nght that so Buddmly 
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presented itself. He had that iiutast bem reca> 

vin^, with a political affectation of disavowing and 
jnisunderstanding th^ meaning, the half utter- 
ed, half intimated congratulations of the courtien 
upon the favour of the Queen, carried t^parent- 
\y to its highest jntdi during the interview of tliat 
morning ; jrom which most of them seemed to au- 
gur, that he might soon arise from thai equal in 
rank to become their master. And now, while the 
subdued yet proud smile with which he disclaim- 
ed those inferences was yet curiing his cheek, the 
Queen shot into the drcle, her passions exated to 
the uttermost; and, supporting with one luind,and 
apparently without an eflbrt, the pale imd unk- 
ing form of his almost expiring wife, and poinU 
ing with the finger of the other to her half dead 
features, demanded in a voice that sounded to 
the ears of tfae astounded statesman like the last 
dread triimpet-call, that is to summon body and 
spirit to the judgment seat, " Knowest ihoa diis 
woman?" 

As at the bhiat of that Ust trumpet, the giulty 
shall call upon the mountains to cover them, 
Leicester's inward thoughts invoked the statdy 



n,Goo<^le 



168 XBNILWOKTH. 

arch wfaidi Im bad built in tiis pride, to burst 
iti Btrong coBJunctiou^ and overwhdm them in 
its rnios. But tbe canented stones, architrave 
and battkment, stood last i and it was tbe pioud 
master bimsdr, vbo, as if scnne actual pressure 
had b^nt hint to tbe earth, kneeled down before 
Elizabeth, and juostrated his brov to the marble 
flag-8tonc8 on vbich she stood. 

** L^cester,^ said lUizabetb, in a voice viash 
trembled with pasuon, " could I think tbou hast 
practised cm Boe'— on me thy Soverrign— on me 
thy ocKifiding, tby too partinl mistress, tbe base 
and ungrateful deceptioo whidi thy present coo- 
/onoa nirmises— by all that is holy, Jalse Iwd, 
that bead of thine were in as great peril as ever 
was thy father's T 

Ldcester had not consaous innocence, but he 
had i^de to support him. He raised slowly bis 
brow and features, which were black and swoln 
with contending emotions, and only replied, " My 
head cannot fall but by the sentence of my peers 
— 4o them I will plead, and not to a princess who 
thus requites my fiuthful service." 

*'WbatI my lords,*' s»d Elizabeth, looking 
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around, " we are defied* I think— defied in the 
Castle we have ourselves bestowed on this proud 
man .' — My Lord Shrewsbury, you are Marshall 
of £ngland, attach bim of Iiigh treason.*^ 

" Whom does your Grace meanf" said Sbrewa. 
btiry, much surprised, for be had that instant 
joined the astonished circle. 

" Whom should I mean, but that traitor, Dud- 
ley, Earl of Iieicester !— Cousin of Hunsdon, or- 
der out your bond of gentlemen pennoners, and 
take him into instant custody.^-1 say, villain, 
make baste r 

Hunsdon, a rough old noble, who, from his re- 
lationship to the Boleyns, was accustomed lo use 
more freedom with the Queen than almost any 
others, replied bluntly, " And it is like your 
Grace might order me to the Tower to-morrow, 
for making too much haste. I do beseech you lo 
be patient." 

" Fatjent — God's life I** e&claimed the Queen, 
— " name not the word to me — thou know'st not 
of what be is guilty T 

, Amy, who had by this time in some degree 
recovered herself, and who saw her husband, as 
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she conceived, in the utmost danger from the rage 
of an offended Sovereign, instantly, (and, alas ! 
bow many women have done the same,) forgot her 
own wrongs, and her own danger, in her appre- 
h»sioDs for him, and throwing henelf before the 
Queen, embraced her knees, while she exdaim- 
ed, " He b guiltless. Madam — he is guiltless — 
no one can lay aught to the charge of the noble 



" Why, minion,^ answered the Queen, ** did^ 
not thou, thys^, say that the £arl of Leicester 
was privy to thy whole history F" 

" Did I Bay so 7^ repeated the unhappy Amy, 
laying aude every consideration of consistency, 
and of self-interest ; " O, if I did, I foully be- 
lied him. May God so judge me, as I believe he 
was never privy to a thought that would harm 
me!" 

" Woman !" said Elizabeth, " I will know who 
has moved thee to this ; or my wratl^— and the 
wrath of kings is a flaming fire — shall wither and 
consume thee like a weed in the furnace." 

As the Queen uttered this threat, Leicester's 
better angel called his pride to his aid, and re- 
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proached him with the utter extremity of mean- 
ness which would overwhelm him for ever, if he 
fitooped to take shelter under the geuerous inter- 
position of his wife, and abandoned her, in r&- 
tum for her kindness, to the resentment of the 
Queen, He had already raised his head, with the 
dignity of a man of honour, to avow his marriage, 
and proclum himself the protector of bb Coun. 
less, when Vamey, bom, as it appeared, to be his 
master's evil genius, rushed into the presence, with 
every mark of disorder on his face and apparel. 

" What means this saucy intrudon ?"" said 
Ehzabeth. 

Vamey, with the air of a man altogether over- 
whelmed with grief and confusion, prostrated him- 
self before her feet, exclaiming, *' Pardon, my 
Liege, pardon l^-or at least let your justice avenge 
itself on me, where it is due ; but spare my noble, 
my generous, my innocent patron and master !" 

Amy, who was yet kneeling, started up as she 
saw the man whom she deemed most odious place 
himself so near her, and was about to fly towards 
Leicester, when, checked at once by the uncer- 
tainty and even timidity which his looks bed re- 
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aaHimed u soon as the appearanoe of his cod&. 
dant seemed to open a new ecetw, she hung back, 
and, nttering a £iint scream, besought of her Ma- 
jesty to cause her tobe itnpiisODed m the lowest 
dnngcon of the castle — to deal with her as the 
•wont of criminals — ^"but spare," she exclaimed, 
" mj sight and hearing, what will destroy the 
little judgment I have left— the ught of that un- 
utterable and most shameless villain f 

" And why, sweetheart ?" said the Queen, mo. 
ved by a new impulse ; ** what hath he, this false 
knight, since such thou accountest him, done to 
theer 

" Oh, worse than sorrow, madam, and wcrse 
than injury— he has sown diasenUon where most 
there should be peace, I shall go med if I look 
longer on him.'' 

** Beshrew me, but I think thou art distraught 
diready,'' answered the Queen, — "My Lord Huns- 
don, look to this poor distressed young woman* 
and let her be safely bestowed, and in honest keep- 
ing, till we require her to be forthcoming." 

Two or three of the ladies in attendance, either 
moved by compassion for a creature so interest- 
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ing, or by some other motive, offered their ser- 
vise to look after her ; but the Qneen briefly an- 
swered, " Ladies, under favour, na>— You have 
all (^ve God tbanks) sharp ears and niiDble 
toogMes— «itr kinsman Hunsdon has ears of the 
duUest, and a tongue somewhat rough, but yet 
of the sIowest.^Hunsdon, kx>k to it that none 
have speech of her." 

*' By Our Lady !*" said Hunsdon, taking in his 
strong sinewy arms the fading and almost swoon- 
ing form of Amy, " she is a lovely child ; and 
though a rough nurse, your Grace ha^ given her 
a kind one. She is safe with me as one of my own 
lady-birds of daughters." 

So saying, he carried her off, unresistingly and 
almost unconscioudy; his war-worn tocksandlong 
greybeard mingling with her light^brown tresses, 
as her head reclined on his strong square shoul- 
der. The Queen followed him with her eye — she 
bad already, with that self-command which fcHms 
so necessary a part of a Sovereign's accomplish- 
ments, suppressed every appearance of a^tadon, 
and seemed as if she desired to banjsh all-trace* 
of bet burst of passion from the- recollection of 
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dioaewbolud witnessed it ** My Lord of Hnn». 
don," she stidy *' is but a rough nurse for so ten- 
der a babe.'" 

" My Ix)rd of Hunsdon," said the Dean of 
St Asaph, *' I speak it not in defamation of bis 
more noble qualities, bath a broad license in 
speech, and garnishes his discourse somewhat too 
(i-eely with the cruel and superstitious oaths, 
which savour both of profaneness and of old pa- 
pestrie." 

" It IS the fault of bis Uood, Mr Dean," said 
the Queen, turning shaiplj round upon the re> 
verend dignitary as she spoke ; " and you may 
blame mine for the same distemperature. The 
Boleyns were ever a hot and plun-spoken race, 
more hasty to speak their mind than careful to 
chuse th^r expressions. Aud by my word — I 
hope there is do un in that affirmation— I ques- 
tion if it were much cooled by mixing with that 
of Tudor." 

As she made this last observation she smiled 
gradously, and stole her eyes almost insenably 
round to seek those of the Earl of Leicester, to 
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whom she dot began to ttunk she had spoken 
with hoBty bttrshneBs upon the unfounded aus[»- 
cion of a momenL 

The Queen''B eye found the Earl in no mood to 
accept the implied <^er of condliatbn. His own 
looks had followed, with late and rueful lepent. 
ance, the faded form which Hunsdoa had just 
bomefrom the presence ; they now reposed gloom- 
ily on the ground, but more— so at least it seem- 
ed to Elizabeth— with the expres^on of one who 
has received an unjust affront, than of bim who 
is constnous of guilt. She turned her face angrily 
from him, and sfud to Vamey, ** Speak, Sir 
Bichard, and explain these riddlea — thou hast 
sense, and the use of speech, at least, which els&< 
where we look for in vain." 

As she said this, she darted another resentful 
f^nce towards L^cester, while the wily Vamey 
hastened to tell his own stoiy. 

" Your Majes^'s piercmg eye," he stud, " has 
already detected the cruel malady of my beloved 
lady; which, unh^py that I am, I would not 
suffer to be expressed in the certificate of her 
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physic'iBn, seeking to conceal what has now bro- 
ken out with so much the more scandaL" 

" She is then distraught ?" said the Queen— 
" indeed we doubted not of it— her whole de- 
meanour bears it out. I found her moping in a 
comer of yonder grotto ; and every word winch 
she spok^— which indeed I dragged from her as 
by the rack — she instantly recalled and forswore. 
But how came she hither ? Why had you her uot- 
in safe-keeping ?" 

'* My gracious Liege," s^d Vamey, " the wor- 
thy gentleman under whose charge I left her. 
Master Anthony Foster, has come hither but 
now, as fast as man and horse can travel, to shew 
me of her escape, which she managed with the 
art peculiar to many who are afflicted with this 
malady. He is at hand for examination.*" 

" Let it be for another time,*^ said the Queen. 
" But, Sir Richard, we envy you not your do- 
mestic felicity ; your lady railed on you bitterly, 
and seemed ready to swoon at beholding you." 

" It is the nature of persons in her disorder, 
■0 please your Grace," aniwered Varney, " to be 
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erer most invetenite in their t^een against those, 
whom. In tbnr better moments, they hold nearest 
and dearest.^ 

** We have heard so, indeed," said Efizabeth, 
'* and give faith to the aajing." 

" May your Grace then be pleased," said Var- 
ney, " to command my unfortunate wife to be 
delivered into the custody of her friends ?" 

Leicester partiy started i but, making a strong 
effort, he subdued bis emotion, while Elizabeth 
answered sharply, '* You are something too has- 
ty. Master Varney ; we will have first a report 
of the lady's health and state of mind from Mas^ 
ters, our own phywcian, and then determine what 
shall be thought just. You shall have licence, 
however, to see her, that if there be any matri- 
monial quarrel betwixt you — such things we have 
heard do occur, even betwixt a loving couple—^ 
you may make it up, without further scandal to 
our court, or trouble to ourselves." 

Varney bowed low, and made no other answer. 

Elizabeth agiun looked towards Leicester, and 
audi with a d^ree of condescension which could 
only arise out ©f the most heartfelt interest. 
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<( Discord, as the, ItaHan poet says, will find her ' 
way into peaceful cooreots, as well as into tlie 
imvacy of families ; and we fear our own guards 
and ushers will hardly exclude her from courts. 
My Lord of Leicester, you are ofieaded with us^ 
aod we have right to be offended with you. We 
will take the lioD*s part upon us, and be the first 
to forgive." 

Leicester smoothed his brow, as by an effort, 
but the trouble was too deep-seated Uiat its pla- 
odity should at cmce return. He said, however, 
that which fitted the occasion, " that he could 
not have the h^ijuness of forgiving, because die 
who commanded him to do so, could commit no 
injury towards him." 

Elizabeth seemed content with this r^y, and 
intimated her pleasure that the sports of the 
morning should proceed. The bugles sounded— 
the hounds bayed— the horses pranced--but the 
courtiers and ladies sought the amusement to 
which they were summoned with hearts very dif- 
ferent from those which had leaped to the morn>- 
iiig*8 rermUee. There was doubt, and &ar, apd 



n,Goo<^[e 



KKTJII.WOKTH. 177 

expectation on every brow, and'nimiiift and in~ 
trigue in every whisper, 

BloUDt took an opportunity to whuper into 
Ralph's ear, " This storm came like a levanter 
in the Mediterranean.'" 

" Varium et muiabile" — answered Raleigh, in 
a similar tone. 

" Nay, I know noiiglit of your I^tin," said 
Blount; " but I thank God Tresnlian look not 
the sea dunng that hurricano. He could scarce 
have missed shipwreck, knowing as he does bo 
little how to trim his sails to a court gale." 

" Thou wouldst have instructed him ?" said 
Raleigh. 

" Why, I have profited by my time as well as 
thou, Sir Walter," replied honest Blount. *' 1 
am knight as well as thou, and of the earlier 
creation." 

'* Now, God further thy wit," said Raleigh ; 
" but for Tre^Iian, I would I knew what were 
the matter with htm. He told me this morning 
he would not leave his chamber for the space of 
twelve hours, <» thereby, being bound by a pro- 
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niue. This Ind^'s madiiess, wfien he BbaU kam 
it, will Dot, I fear, cure bis infirmity. The mbini 
is at the fullest, and waea's brains are mwking 
like jeast But hark I they sound to mount. Let 
us to horse, Blount ; we yeui^ kaigfats mast de- 
serve our spun.'" 
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CHAPTER X. 

TImu lint of rirtBcs ! let na martii Irsre 

The ODwanl palh, althoii^fh the earth ^ould gl^pt, 

Andft™n Ihogulf oriiell destruction cry, 

To take tUwimuhiiw'B vinilng waj. 

Dovglai, 

It wn not till aitea loog andsocccaaful morn- 
ing's sport, and a fu^ongcd lepsst wfiit^ fc^w- 
ed the retura of the Qakm to th« C*Al«, that 
Leicester at hagth fbuMd liia[i»tl£«tone with V^at- 
n^, from wfaom he bow learned the wiiole por- 
^ulars of the CotUlte88^i eacapfe, as tliey bad beM 
brought to Eeailwbrth by Foster, who, in hb 
terror for the consequences^ had hiMsdf potted 
thither vith the tkHngs, As Varaey, in Ms nsr- 
ratire, took especial care to be ulent concenmg 
those praetiees on the CouiitASs^ htfldth which 
hid dnren her to so de^rate a nesolutiifn, liCi- 
ciNtar, who could only suppiMe tHat sh« liCd 
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adopted ttoutof jealous impatieDce, to attain the 
avowed etate and appearance bdonging to her 
rank, was not a little ofioided at the levity with 
which his wife had broken his strict commands, 
and exposed him to the reseotmeut of Elizabeth. 
" I have ^veo," he aaid, " to this daughter of 
an obscure DevcHishire gentleman, the proudest 
name in Ei^^land. I have made her sharer of 
my bed and of my fortunes. I ask but of her 
a little patience, en she launches forth upon the 
full current of her grandeur, and the infatuated 
woman will rather hazard her own shipwreck and 
miae, will rather involve me in a dumsand whirl- 
pools, shoals, and quick-unds, and compel me to 
a thoiisand devices whicji shame me in mine own 
eyee, than tarry for a little space longer in the 
obscurity to whic^ she was bomi— So lovely, so 
delicate, so fond, so faithful— yet to lack in so 
grave amatter the patience which one might hc^ 
£x>Hi the veriest fool— 4t puts me beyond my pfr< 
tienee." 

'* We may post it over yet well enough," aaid 
Vamey, " if my lady mil be but ruled, and take 
on her the character wbi^ the time coinmaada.^ 



n,Goo<^[e 



XEIflLWOKTH. 181 

** It is but too true, Sir Richarcl,'' saiil LeieeB> 
ter, " there is indeed no other remedy. I htcn 
heard her termed thy wife in my presence, vith- 
6ut contradiction. ' She must bear the Utie until 
she is far from Kenllworth." 

" And ]ong afterwards, I trust," said Vamej ; 
then instantly added, " For t cannot but hope it 
will be long after ere she bear the title of Lady 
L^cester— I fear me it may scarce be with safety 
during the life of this Queen. But your lOTdship 
is best judge, you alone knowing what passages 
have taken place betwixt Elizabeth and you," 

*' You are right, Vamey," said Leicester ; " I 
have this morning been both fool and villain ; and 
when Elizabeth hears of my unhappy marriage, 
she cannot but think herself treated wi^ that 
premeditated slight which women never for^ve. 
We have once this day stood upon terms little 
short of defiance ; and to those, I fear, we must 
again return." 

** Is her resentment, then, so implacable P" said 
Varney. 

" Far from it," replied the Earl ; " for, being 
what she is in spirit and in station, she has even 
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U)is dqy been but too condeaoending, in ffnafr 
q}e flFfmrtuoiues to repur whAt she thipkB la; 
faulty heat of temper." 

** Ay>*" anivered Varney, " the ItalwDs wy 
lighten lovers' quarrels, the party that Idves 
i^ost, is fitways lOfwt williog to Ackaowlc^e the 
gteater &ult.-.-So thw, my lord, if this mign 
with tlw lady could be coocealed] you stand ^tb 
Uttaaboth «> you did." 

X^cefter* aifhed and was ulent fur a moowiiit, 
ere he replied, 

" Vamey, I think thou art true to me, ond I 
mil tell thee all. I do not Etwd where I did. I 
have Ppokw to JUizabeth — under vhat mod im- 
pulse I know not — on a theme wluch canaot he 
abandoned without touching every female feeling 
to the quick, and n^hich yet I dare not and can> 
not prpsecute. She cqn never, never forgive me, 
for having caused and witoeBseil those yieldii^ 
to human passion." 

" We tuust do something, my Iw:!," said Var- 
ney, " and that speedily." 

" There in tumult to be done," answered ha- 
ccster, dcfipcndingly ; " I am like one that has 
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long toil«d up a dangfiroua pvec^ice, and wbeo 
he is within one perilous stride of the tcp, finds 
his prt^cu amstsd when retxeat has become 
imposuUc I Bee Kbore me the jxnoacle wluch 
I oauiot r<ia(di*.4)ejUBth me the abjrstiato vhich 
I m|ist &U, as soon as m; relaxing gtaap and 
diszf brain jam to hurl me from my present pre- 
carious eUince." 

" Think better of your situatioa, my lord," said 
Vamcgr-— *♦ let uslry the experiment in which you 
have but DOW acquieaoed. Seq> we your marriage 
from Ebzabeth's knowledge, and «11 mav yet be 
wdL I will instantly go to the lady myself— ^-Sbe 
hates me^ becatiae I have been eainest with your 
lordship^ as she truly euqjtccts, in t^ipoei^on to 
what ^iMms her ri^its. I care not for her {»e- 
judice»T!r5he siaB listen to me ; and I will ^w 
her such reasons for yielding to the pressure of 
the times, that I doubt not to Iniog back her 
consent to whatever measures Utese extgemwe 
■ -may require." 

'* No, Varucy," said I^eicestcr; " I have thouglit 
upon what is to be done, and I will myself speak ■■ 
with Amy." 
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ItwuDow Vomey'sturntofeei, up<HiliMowa 
account, the terrors which he affected to partio- 
pate solely oa account of bis patron. ", Your 
hirdship will not yourself speak with the lady r* 

" It is my fixed purpose," siud "Leieeatai 
** &tch me one of the livery^doaks ; I will pna 
the centinel ^ thy KTvant. Tfaou art to have free 
access to her." 

*' But, my lord "— — 

" I will have no but»^ replied Leicester ; " it 
shall be ev«i thus, and not otherwise. Hunsdon 
sleeps. I think, in Saintlowe''8 Tow». Wc can 
go tbitber from these apartments by the pnvate 
passage, without risk of meeting any aae. Or 
what if I do meet Hunsdtxi ? he is aitxe my 
friend than enemy, and thick-witted enough to - 
adopt any belief that js thrust oa him. Fetch me 
the cloak instantly." 

Vam^ had no alternative save obedience. la 
a few minutes Leicester waa muffled in the maih ^ 
tie, pulled his bonnet over his brows, and ftdloW'* . 
ed Varney along the secret passage of the Castle 
which ccnnuiunicatcd with Hunsdon's apartments, i 
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in which ijiere was scarce a chance of meetiog any 
inquisitive person, and hardly light enough foe 
any such to hare satisfied their curiosity. They 
emerged at a door where Lord Hunedon had, 
with military precaudon, placed a cenUnel, one 
of his own Dortbem retainers as it fortuned, who 
readily admitted Sir Richard Vamey and his au 
tendaat, saying only, in his northern dialect^ ** I 
would, man, thou couJd*st make the mad lady be 
still yonder ; fur h«r moans do sae dirl through 
my head, that I would rather keep wati^ on a 
snow-drift, in the wastes of Catlowdie/' 

They haslJly entered) »nd shut the door be- 
hind them. 

" Now, good devil, if there be oae,'" said Vat- 
Dey within himself, " for once help a votary at a 
dead |uach, £pv my boat is amongst thebreak- 
ers." 

The Countess Amy, widi her hair and her 
garments dishevelled, was seated upon a sort of 
couch, in an attitude of the deepest affliction, out 
of which she was startled by the opening of the 
doQr. She turned ha^ly round, and Gxiog her 
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eye on Vamey, exelaimed, '^ Wretch t tat thou 
come to frame some new fian irf* ntlaiiiy f 

J^tcester cHt abort ber Feproschea by rtepping 
forward, aixl dropphig his cloak, while he tMd, 
in a YMee rather of authority tbaq ttf aSection, 
** It is with me, mttdam, you have to eommnne, 
not wth Kr Hichard Vamey." 

The change cfiectcd on the Coontess'^ look and 
manner was like magic. " Dudley !" ehe ex- 
claimed, " Dudley ! and art thou come at last ?• 
And with the speed of Hgbtiang she Be* to h» • 
husband, dnng around his neck, and, unheeding 
the presence of Vamey, orerwhehned him with 
caresses, whQe she bathed his face in a flood of 
tears ; mutteting, at the same time, but in bro- 
ken and disjointed monosyllables, the foodeat 
expressions which love teaches his votaries. 

Leicester, as it seemed to him, had reason to 
be angry with Ms lady for transgresring his com- 
mands, and thus pladng him in the perilous si- , 
tuatJon in which he had that morning stood. But 
what displeasure could keep its ground before 
these testimonies of affection from a being bo love- 
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iy, that even the Diligence of dress, and the wi- 
ther'mg cfTects of faar and grief, which would have 
imiwred the beauty of others, rendered her's but 
the moreintereMii^. He reoeived and refMud her 
csresse* with foudneis, mingled with melanolio- 
ly, the last of which she seined scarcely to (^ 
serve, until the first trtni^rt of her own jt^ was 
owe I when, looking anxiously in his face, Ae 
asked if he vas ill. 

" Not in my body, Ajny,'" was his answer. 

" Then I will be well too.--0 Dudley I I hav« 
been ill I— very ill, since we last met >— f<N- 1 call 
not this niomirig''s horrible vi^oo a meeting. I 
have been in sickness, In grief^ and in daogvr — 
But thou art omie, and all is joy, and health, 
and safety,'" 

** Alas I Amy,*" sud Laoester, " thou hast 
undone me 1^ 

" I, my lord,^ said Amy, her che^ at once 
lo^ng its tran^nt flui^h of joy— " how could I 
ii^ure that which I love better than myself." 

" I would not upbtoid you. Amy* replied the 
Eart ; " but arc you not here contrary to my 
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express comnuDdfr— and do«fl not jour p 
here eodaiiger both yourself and me 7" 

'* Does it, does U iodeed '."" she «u:imiDed taga- 
\y ; *' then why am I here a moment k»gEr ? O 
if you knew by what fears I was ut^ed to quit 
CuBUior Place !— but I will say nothing of my- 
aidf—ooly that if it might be otherwise, I would 
not willingly return ^Uker^ — yet if it ooncera 
your safety " ■ 

" .We will think, Amy, of some other retreat," 
Bwd Lncester ; *' and you shall go to one of my 
Northern castles, undra the prrrnnsjiT it will 
hfi but needful, I trust, fm- a very few days— of 
Vamey^s wife." 

" How, my Lord of I^ocester !" said the lady, 
disengaging herself from his embraces ; " is it b> 
your wife you give the dishonourable ciMnisel to 
acknowledge herself the bride of another — and of 
all men, the bride of that Vamey if" 

. " Madam, I speak it in earnest — Vamey is my 
true and faithful servant, trusted in my de^Kst 
secrets. I had better lose my right band than 
his service at this m<»nenL You have no cause 
to scorn him as you do." ■• 
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*' I cduld asmgn one, my lord,"" readied the 
Countess ; '* and I see he shakes even under that 
asMired look of his. But he that is necessary as 
your right hand lo your sarety, is free from any 
accusation of mine. May he be true to you ; and 
that he may be true, trust him not too much or 
too &r. But it is enough \a say, that I will not 
go with him unless by violence, nor would I a&- 
knofrledge him as my husband, were all" 

" It is a temporary decepticHi, madam,^ said 
I^eicester, irritated by her Q]^Ni4tion, "necessary 
for both our safeties, endangered by you throt^h 
f«aate caprice, or the premature deure to seize 
OD a rank to which I gave you title, only under 
condiuon that our noarriage, ffir a time, should 
continue secret. If my proposal disgust you, it is 
yoursdf has brought it <ai both of us. There is 
no other remedy — you must do what your own 
impatient folly hath rendered necessary— I com- 
Dumd you." 

*< I cannot put your commands, my lord," said 
Amy, " in balance with thoseof honour and eon- 
sdence. I will hot, in this instance, obey you. 
You may achieve your own dishonour, to which 
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the» cxooked polidei natarally ten), bat I will 
do nought that cad Uemish mine. How could 
you aguB, mj lord, acknowledge toe as a pure 
and chute matron, worthy to share yntir fcr- 
tones, wfaoi, Iwlduig that high duMcter, I bad 
strolled the ooontfy the td^ODwIeJdged wife of 
such a profligiite f^ow as jaar serv^t Vamey T 
" My lorf," said Vtmey interponng, ** my 
lady is too much pr^udiced agaimt me, unhap- 
pily, to listen to what t can offer ; yet it may 
|rieaae her better thnn- what she proposes. She 
has good iaterefit wHh Mteter Edtnuod Tresn- 
liao, and could doubtless prevail ofi him to con. 
sent to be her companicB to IJdcote-b^, and 
there she might remain in safety until time per- 
nitted the derelc^iement of this mystery." 

Leicester was aiJent, but stood looking eagerly 
OH Amy, with eyes which seemed suddenly to 
glow as muiA with suspi<non as displeasure. 

The Countess only said, " Would to God I 
were in my father^s house ! — When I \ttt it, I lit* 
tie though 1 was leaving peace of mind and ho- 
nour behind me." 
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Varne; proceeded with a tone of d«libemidn, 
" Doubtless this wilt taake it necessary to take 
strangers into niy Lotd's coansels ; but surely the 
Counten wiH be wamnt ^ tlie hoRour of Mas- 
ter Tresnliai], aikl mehof her fktber'sfsnUy" 

" Peace, Vamey," Bud Leicester ; " by Ht»- 
ven I will strike my da^^ger into thee, if again 
thou lummt Tresi^ian as a partner of my ooun- 
sdsl" 

"And wberefore not?" said the Counttssft; 
" unless they be eoudsels fitter fot such aa Var- 
ney, thaln for a man of stsinless honour dml inlc- 
grity.— My lord, my lord, bend no angry broWs 
on me — it is the truth, and it is I who speak it. 
I once did Tresnlian vnxig for your sake — I 
will aot do him the further injustice of bang si- 
lent when his honour is bnnight in question. I 
can forbear," she aid, kicking at Varo^, " to 
pull the mask off bypoCnsy, but I will not per- 
mit virtue to be slandered in my heariiig." 
. There was a dtod pause. L^cester snwd dis- 
pleased, yet undetermined, and too cohsaons of 
the weakness of his cause ; while Vamey, with a 



n,Goo<^le 



198 KKWILWOIITH. 

deep and hypocritical afectatim of sorrow, nrin- 
gled whb humility, brat his eyes on the grotuf). 

It was then that the Countess Amy displayed, 
in the nidatof distreu and difficulty, the natural 
energy of character, which would have lOiAared 
ber, had fate allowed, a distingvished ornament 
c^ the rank whidi she held. She walked up to 
Leicester with a compoaed step, a digmfied air, 
and looks in which Btroug affection assayed in 
vain to shake the firmness ofctMuoous tnifliand 
rectitude of ptinnple. " You bare spoke yMir 
mind, my lord,^ she sud, " ld these difficulties 
with which, unhappily, I have ibund mysrif us^ 
able to comply- This gentleman — this person I 
would say— 4ias hinted at another scheme, towhich 
I object npt but as it dis[Jeases you. Will your 
lordship be pleased to hear what a young and 
timid womtm, but your most aSectjonate wife, 
can suggest in the present extremity f" 

Leicester was silent, but b»it his head towards 
the CouDtesa, as an iotimation that she' was at li- 
berty to proceed. 

" Th&ce hath been but one cause for all theso 
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evils, my lord," she proceeded, ** and it resoWet 
iteelf into the mysterious dupUdty with which 
you have heeu induced to surround yourself. 
Extricate yourself at once, my lord, frim the ty- 
ranny of these disgraceful trammels. Be like a 
true English gentleman, knight, and earl, who 
holds that truth is the foundation of honour, and 
that honour is dear to him as the breath of hit 
nostrils. Take your ill-fated wife by the hand, 
lead her to the footstool of Elizabeth's throne- 
Say, that in a moment of infatuation, moved by 
supposed beauty, of which none perhaps can now 
trace even the remains, I gave my hand to this 
Amy Bobsart. — You will then have done justice 
to me, my lord, and to your own honour ; and 
should law or power require you to part irom me, 
I will oppose no objection — since I may then with 
honour hide a grieved and broken heart in those 
shades from which your love withdrew me.** 

There was so much of dignity, so much of ten- 
derness in the Countess's remonstrance, that it 
moved all that was noble and generous in the soul 
of her husband. The scales seemed to fall fiam 
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hifi eyes, aod the duplicity and tergiversation of 
which he had bera guilty, stung him at once with 
remorBe and shame. 

" I am not worthy of you. Amy," he sud, 
*' that could weigh aught which ambition has to 
give agiunst such a heart as thine. I have a bit-' 
ter.penapce to perform, in disentangling, before 
sneering foes and astounded fiiends,all tbemesbes 
of myowndecdtful policy.. — And the Queen — but 
let her take my head, as she has threatened." 

" Your head, my lord V said the Countess ; 
" because you used thf freedom and liberty of 
an JBngHsb subject in chumng a wife ? For shame ; 
it 1b this distrust of the Queen^s justice, this ap- 
piehennon ol danger, which cannot but be im». 
g^oary, that, like scarexrows, have induced you 
to forsake the stnug^t-forward path, which, as it 
is the best, is also the safest." 

" Ah, Amy, thou little knowest f said Dud- 
ley; but, instantly checking himself, he added^ 
" Yet she shall not find in me a safe or easy vic- 
tim of arbitrary vengeance. — I have fiiecds — I 
have allies I will not, like NtH^blk, be draped 
to the block, as a victim to sacrifice. Fear not. 
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Amy; didu tftalt see Dudley bear lumself worthy 
of hi^ nanie. I must Instantly cebimuilicate i'rit!A 
some of those friends on *tilMi I cah (test k^y ; 
for, as things stahi, I hiay bb Macfe ]firisoner m 
my own Castlb," 

•* 0, my good lortl,'' ieiS Amy, ** make no lac 
tion Va a peaceful state ! lllere is no fiiend can 
help us BO well es our own candid trutB and' ho- 
nour. Bribg biit these to our adsistiancc, and you 
are safe amidst a whole army of the envious and 
maligiianL l.wn th'ese tiehind you, and all 
other defence #ill be fruitles^^Trutti, my noble' 
lord, is well painted unarmed." 

'* But Wisdom, Atay," answered Lricester, "is 
iOTayed inpanojtlyofp'roof. Argue Wt with me 
on the means I shall use to i^^er my confe&- 
Bion^— unce it must be called Bd—-aS safe as may 
be ; it will be fVaught Vitb enough of danger, do 
what we will.— Vamey, we must ReOce.^-Fare- 
weU, Amy, whom I am to vindicate as mine own, 
'at an expeace and risk of w'hich tjiou alone could'st 
tiewOTthy. You shall soon Tiear farther from me." 

lie embraced her fervently, muffled Inhisclf 
as before, and accompanied Vanicy from the 
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apartment. The loUer, as he left the mom, 
bowed low, and, as he rased his body, n^aided 
Amy with a peculiar expresaon, as if he desired 
to know bow for his own pardon was included in 
the recondliation which had takea place betwixt 
her and her lord. The Countess looked upon him 
with a fixed ^e, but seemed no more cooscious 
of his presence, than if there had been nothing 
but Tacant tar on the spot where he stood. 

" She has brought me to the crins," he mut- 
tered—" She or I are loet. There was some- 
. thing— I wot not if it was fear or pity, that 
prompted me to avoid this fatal cnos. It is now 
deisded — She or I must perish."^ 

While he thus spoke, he observed, with sur- 
prise, that a b(^, repulsed by the centinel, made 
up to L^cester, and spoke with him. Vamey 
was one of those politicians, whom not the sli^t- 
est appearances escape without inquiry. He ask- 
ed the centinel what the lad wanted with him, and 
recdved tat answer, that the boy had wished him 
to transmit a parcel to the mad lady, but that he 
cared not to take charge of it, such communica- 
tion bebg beyond his conunisuon. His curiou^ 
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tj MtittBed in that particalar, he ^iproscbed hit 
patron, and beard bim say—" Well, boy, the 
packet shall be delivered." 

** Thanks, good Mast^ Serring-maj]," said 
the boy, and vaa out of sight in an instant. 

Leicester and Varney returned with hasty steps 
to the EarPs private apartment, by the same pa^ 
sage which had conducted them to Suntlowe 
Tower. 
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PHAPTEB XI. 



More, ihe'i ft liulor, and Canulla it 
A fcdcru; with her, and one dut knowi 
What Bhe dwuU duoae to know hcndt 

Thbt Teie do sooner in the EtaYs cabinet, 
dun, taking his tablets from bis pocket, he began 
to write, speaking partlj to Vamey, and partlj 
to himself : — " There are many of them close 
bounden to me, and espedally those in good es- 
tate and high office ; many who, if they look 
back towards my 'benefits, or forward towards 
the perils which may befal themselves, will not, 
I think, be cUsposed to see me stagger unsup- 
ported. Letmesee — KnollisisBure,andtbrou^ 
his means Guernsey and Jersey — Horsey com- 
mands in the Isle of Wight— My brother-in-law, 
Huntingdon, and Pembroke, have authority in 
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Wales— Throu^ ged^rd I lead tj^e Puiitaiu, 
with their interest, so pow;erful vn all tJie bo- 
roug^s-i-My brother of Wurwick is equiU» well 
nigh, to myself, in ^eajth, flowers, aad depeii- 
dendea — Sir .Oven ^opton i? at my devotion ; 
he conunsods the TpTl^r of Lpi^on, and the QS- 
tiond treasure d^vptfated therer-My father a^d 
^^B^th^ needed nevi^ to have istQpped .their 
heads to the hlocjc, had they thus forecast <har 
enterpriaefl.-r-Why Ipok you S9 sad, V^niey ? I 
tell thee, a tree so de^rgoted is not easily to he 
torn up py the tem|ie8t." 
. " Alas I my lord,^ aud Varney, with well act- 
ed pas^n, and then resumed t^ same look of 
4e^09dency iN'hich Lejeester had befoi^ noted. 

*^ Alas !" r^pe^ted Xi»cester^ " aod wherefore 
alas, S^ Bichffd ? Dgth your qew ;^xiit of £hif> 
vtUry supply no more i%orou8 ejaculation, wh^i 
a noble ^tru^le is iptp^diog ? Qr> if "^ means 
thou wilt flinch fiRta the conflict, liiou mayest 
leave the Castle, ot ff) ^qia mine enemies, wlucli> 
soever thou ^Mpke^t beat.^ 

" t^Qt sp, my lord," answered his coo^dfot;. 
" Varney will be found fighting or dying by 
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ybnr side. Forgive me, if, in lore to you, I see 
liiore fiilly than your noble heart permits you 
tb do, the inextricable difficulties with which you 
ire surrounded. You are strong, my lord, aod 
powerful ; yet, let roe say it without offence, you 
are so only by the reflected light of the Queen** 
favour. While you are £lizabeth*8 favourite, you 
are all, save in nam^ like an actual sover^gn. 
But let her call back the honoorB she has bestow- 
ed, and the Prophet's gourd did not wither more 
suddenly. Declare against the Queen, and I do 
not say that in the wide nation, or in this pro- 
vince alone, you would find yourself ioatantly 
deserted and outnumbered ; but I will say, that 
even in this very Castle, and in the midst of your 
vassals, kinsmen, and dependants, you would be 
ft captive, nay a sentenced captive, should she 
please to say the word. Think upon Norfolk, 
iny lord, — upon the powerful Northumberland, 
— the splendid Westmoreland ;— think on all who 
have made head against this sage Princess. They 
are dead, ca]»ive, or fugitive. This is not like 
other thrones, which can be overturned by a com- 
UnatvKi of powerful nobles ; the broad founda- 
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tioni which support it are in the extended love 
and affections of the people. You might share it 
widi Elizabeth if you would ; but neither your% 
nor any other powo:, for^ga at domestic, will 
avail to overthrow, or even to shake it* 

He paused, and Leicester threw his tablets 
from him with an air of recklera despite. " It 
may be as thou say''8t," he siud ; " and, in sooth, 
I care not whether truth or cowardice dictate 
thy forebodings. But it shall not be said I feU 
without a struggle. — Give orders, that those of 
my rebuners who served under me in Ireland 
be gradually drawn into the main Keep, and let 
our genUemen and friends stand on their guard, 
and go armed, as if they expected an onset from 
the followers of Sussex. Possess the townV 
people with some apprehenraon ; let them take 
anus, and be ready, at a signal ^ven, to master 
the Pensioners and Yeomen of the Guard." 

" Let me remind you, my lord," stud Vam^, 
with the same appearance of deep and melancho- 
ly interest, *' that you have given me orders to 
prepare for disarming the Queen's guard. It is 
an act of high treason, but you shall nevertheless 
be obeyed." 
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. « I care not," said l,^flester, desperately; — 
" I csre not Shame is beUnd v^ IUud before 
me ; I must on." 

. Here there was soother pause, whicli Vgtitey 
at length broke with the following word» : " It 
is oome to the point I have lon^ dreadcid. I 
must eitba witness^ like an un^rateM Jjeast, the 
downfal of the best and kindest of mastery or I 
must speak what I would have buried in the 
devest DbUrion^ or told by ai^ other mouth than 
fnine." 

" What is that thou sayeetf or would say ?** 
r^^ed the Earl ; '' we have no tane to waste tn 
words, when the times call us to action.'' 

" My speech is soon mode, my lord — would 
to God it were as soon answered. Your muriage 
U the aole cause of the threatened breach with 
your Soverra^, my lord, is it not F" 

" Thou knowpst it is T replied Ldcestv. 
" What needs bo Iriutlees a question P^ 

*' Pardon me, my lord," said Vamey ; " the 
use hes here. Men will wager thfjr lands and 
lives in defence of a rich diamond, my lord ; but 
were it not first prudeitt to look if th^% is no 
flaw in it ?" 
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** Wliat means this ?" siud Lacester, with eyes 
stegmlf fixed im his dependant; " f)f vhom doest 
thou daxe to gwek ?^ 

*' It la — --of the CouQteu Amy, my lord, of 
vbom I aip unhappily bound to speak ; and <ji 
whom I will speak* were your lord^ip to kill me 
for my zeal'" 

" Thou mayest h«ppen to desorre it at my 
band,*' H^ the ^1 i " but qieak op, I will hear 
thee." 

" Nay, then^ my lord, I will be bold. I sp^k 
tot my own life as well as for your lordship's. I 
like ^oi tbb l^y> tw^pieriag and tricksteriog with 
flpin ^tqfi ^dmund Trea^Iiao. You know him» 
my lord. You know be had fonnerly an intoest 
ip htXt irhicb it cost your ^idsbip some poina to 
s^peM^ede. You ^ow the eag^ness with which 
he has pressed on the suit against me in behalf of 
this _]a4r» the qpei( object of which is to drive 
jpur lordq^ to an avowal of what I must erer 
call your most unhi^y marriage, the point to 
ftlich vay ^dy qIso is willing, at any risk, to ui:ge 
you." 

Lacester snuled c<»utnunedly. " Thou mean- 
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eat well, good Sir lUchard, and would, I think, 
sacrifice thine own honour, as weU as that of miy 
other person, to save me from what thou tbank'st 
a step so terrible. But, remember,"-^— he spoke 
these words with the most stem dedsion,— ** you 
spe^ of the Countess of Leicester." 

** I do, my lord," said Vamey ; " but it is for 
the welfare of the Eari of Leicester. Hy tale is 
but b^uD. I do most strongly believe that this 
Tres^Iian has, &om the be^nning of his moving 
in her cause, been in connivance wttfi her ladydiip 
the Countess." 

" Thou speak^st wild madness, Vamey, with 
thesoberfitceofapreacher. Where, orhow, could 
they contmunicate together ?" 

•* My lord," siud Vamey, *• unfortnnatelj I 
can shew that hut too well. It was just before the 
supplication was presented to the Queen, in Tres- 
nlian'a name, that I met him, to my utter aHo^ 
nishment, at the postern gate, whidi leads from 
the demesne at Cumnor-PIace." 

" Thou met'st him, villain J and why cEdst thou 
not strike him dead 7" exclaimed Leicester. 
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. " I drew on faim, my lord, and he on me ; and 
bqd not my foot slipped, he had not, perhapa, 
been again « stumbling-block in your lordship's 
path." 

Leicester seemed struck mute with Burjnise. 
At length he answered, " Wh^t other evidence 
hast Uiou of this, Varoey, save thine own asser- 
tJout' — for, as I will puiush deeply, I will examine 
cooUy and warily. Sacred Heaven ! but no— I 
will examine coldly and warily— coldly and wart, 
ly " He repeated, these words more than once U> 
himself, as if in the very sound there was a Bedo- 
tive quality ; and agun coDijnres^ng his lips, as if 
he feared some violent exprcs^on might escape 
from tbern^ he asked agmn, " What farther 
proof?" 

" Enough, my lord," said Vamey, " and to 
^>are. I would it rested with me alone, for with 
me it might have been alenced ;for ever. But 
my servant, Michael Lamboume, witnessed the 
whole, and was, indeed, the means of first intro- 
ducing Tressilian into Cumnor-Place; and there- 
fore I took him into my service, and retained him 
in it, though something of a debaudied fellow. 
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tiiat I mig^t have his tongue alw^s under my 
own comnMBcL" He then acquunted Lord Lei- 
cester hov easy it was to prove the drcunHtaoce 
of th^ mterview true, by erideoce tf Antfaony 
Foster, with the corroborative testimonies of the 
various perams at CumBor, who had heard die 
m^ra- laid^ and had «eea Lambonrtie and Tres^ 
Qan set off together. In the whole nanatiTe, Var- 
nej hazarded nothing fabulous, excepting that, 
not indeed by direct asserticx], but by infisrence, 
be led his p^ron to suppose dlat the iatcrview 
betwitt Anly and Ttesalisn at Cumttor-I^scc^ 
faad'been longer than tlie flew initiutes towtUc^ it 
Was in reality limited. 

** And wherefore was 1 not told vt aH this?" 
stud Leicester, sternly. " Why did all of y o a nd 
in particular thou, Tamey — keep back fittm me 
such inat^ial information P* 

" Because, my lord," replied Vam^, " the 
Countess pretended to Foster and to me, that 
Tresmliui had intruded himself upon her ; and I 
concluded their interview had been in all honour, 
and that she would at her own time teH it to your 
Iwdship. Your lordship knows vnth what unwiU 
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ling ears we listen to evil surmises against those 
vhom we love ; and I thank Heaven, I am no 
make-bate or informer, to be the first to sow 
them." 

** You are but too ready to receive them, how- 
ever, Sir Richard," rq>Ued his patron. " How 
know'st thou that this interview was tiot in all 
honour, as thou hast said P Methinka the wife of 
the Eari of Leicester might speak for a short time 
with guch a person as Tresnlian, without injurj 
to me, or suspidon to herself." 

** Questionless, ioy lord," answered Vafney ; 
** had I' thought otherwise, I had been no keeper 
of the secret. But here Ees the rub — Ttesrilian 
leaves not the pl&oe without establishing a carre- 
spondence with a poor man j the landlord of an inn 
in Ctmnnor, for the purpose of carrying off the 
lady. He Mit clown an emissary of hi% whom I 
trust soon to have in right sure keepng under 
Mervyn's Tower. Eolligrew and Lamhsbey are 
scouiing (he coimtry in quest of him. The host 
is rewutted-with a ring for keepng counsel — ^your 
lordship may have noted it on Tresalian''s hand 
^here it is. This fdtow, this agent, makes his 
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vay to the Place as a pedlar, ludds oonienncea 
with the lad j,and they make th^r esca^ togtfhn 
by night — robapora-fellowofahorseby theway, 
Buch was ib&r guilty baste ; and at length reach 
this Castle, where the Counteu of Leicest^ finds 
refuge^I dare not say in what {dace." 

*' Speak, I coramand thee,^ said Ldcester ; 
" speak, while I retain sense enough to hear thee." 

" Since it must be so," answered Vamey, " the 
lady resorted immediately to the apartment of 
Tressilian, where Ae remiuned many hours, part- 
ly in company with him, and partly alone. I told 
you Tressilian hod a paramour in his chambeiy— 
I little dreamed that paramour was"- "" - 

" Amy, thou would'st say,^ answered Loces- 
ter ; " but it is false, &lse as the unoke of hell I 
Amlntious^ie maybe— fickle and impatient— ''tis 
a woman's fault ; but false to me 1 — never, never. 
— The proof— the proof of this I" he exdumed, 
hastily. 

" 'Carrol, the Deputy Marshal, ushered ber thi- 
ther by her own de^re, on yesterday afternoon— 
Lamboume and the Warder bothibund her there 
at an early hour this morning." 
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« Was Ticooliaa there with her ?" Mid La- 
eefiter, in the same huiried tone. 

** Noj my lord. You maj remember," aaoBwer- 
ed Vamey, " that he was that night placed mth 
Sir Nicholas Blount, under arrest" 

" Did Carrol, or the other fellows, know iriu 
she wesr* demanded Leicester. 

" No, my lord," replied Vamey ; " Carrol and 
the Warder had never seen the Countess, and 
Lamboume knew her not in her dJugiiine ; but, 
in sedung. to prevent her leaving the cell, he 
obtiuned possesalon of one of her gloves, which, 
I think, your lordship may know." 

He gave the glove, which had' the Bear and 
Ragged Staff, the Earl's impress, aDbroidered 
upon it in seed^tearls. 

^Ido,IdorecggDizeit,"saidLeicester. "They 
were my own g^ The fellow of it was on the 
arm which she threw this very day around my. 
neck !"— He spoke tins with violent agitation. 

*• Your lordship," said Vamey, *' might yet 
jiirther inquire of the lady herself, respecting the 
truth of these passages." 

VOL. III. o 
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*' It needa 0Ot»4t oads not,'' nid the tortu- 
red Earl ; " it ia wtittcn in chancten of burning 
light, at if they vera Ixanded oa my very eye- 
balli ! I Ke her infamy — I can see nought else ; 
and, — gradous Hearen 1 — for this nle vranan 
waii I about to ctmniit to daoga the lives of so 
many noble friend* — shake the foundation of s 
lawful thrcne— carry the sword and torch throagh 
the bosom of a peaceful land— wrong the kind 
imttreBS who made me what I am^ — and would, 
but for that hell-iramed marriage, have made me 
all that man can be ! All this I was ready to do 
for a woman, who trink^ and traffics with my 
worst foes !— And thou, villain, why didst thou 
not speak sooner?" 

" My lord," said Vamey, " a tear from b^ 
lady would have blotied out all I could have sud. 
Bendes, I had not these prooft until this Vny 
mortung, when Anthony Foster''s sudden arrival, 
with the examinations and declaratitms, which he 
had extorted finm the ion-keeper Gosling, and 
others, exphiined the manner of her flight from 
Cumuiv-PIace, and my own researches diacovcor- 
ed the steps which she had taken here." 
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" Nov, may 6«d be pndsed for tha li^t he luw 
ffven 1 so full, n BstisfftCtory, that there breatfaea 
not a man in En^and who shall' coll my fvo* 
ceeding rash, or m; revenge unjust.— And yet, 
Vamey, so young, so Ceut, to fimung, and ao 
falae ! Heoo^ then, her hatred to thee, my trus. 
ty, my WelUbeloved servant, because you with- 
stood her plots, and endangered her paramour^s 
lifer 

** I nevor gare her any other causa of dulike, 
my lord," replied Vamey ; *' but she knew that 
myoounols wentdirectlyto diminish her influence 
with your liM-dahip ; and that I was, and have 
been, ever ready to penl my Hfie against your 

** It ia too, too apparent," replied Ldcester; 
" yet,mth what an air of magnatumity she exhort^ 
ed me to c(Hnmit my head to the Queen's mercy, - 
rather than wear the vnl of falsehood a moment 
longo:! Methinks, the angel > of truth himself 
caa have no auch tones of hi^taouled impulse. 
Can it be so, Varuey P— Can falsehood use thus 
bcddly the language of truth P— Caniaiwoy thus 
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Mwine ^ gi^ of purity ? — ^Van^, tbou hast 
been my aemiit fonn a child — I have taued thee 
htj^i — I can raise thee faigho'. Think, think for 
me ! Thy brun was ew shrewd and fuenan^— 
May ihe not be innocent P Prove ber bo, aod all 
I have yet done fax thee ahall be as nothing — 
nothinf^^ oranpariaon t^ thy recmnpence f 

The agcmy irith vhich bis ouuter qwke, had 
some effect even tm the hardened Vamey, who, 
in tbe midst o£ bis own wicked and amUtioiw de- 
signs, really loved his patron as wdl as such a 
wietdi was capable of loving any thing ; bat be 
CKHnforted himsdf, and subdued bis self-j-eproacb- 
es with the reflectifai^ that if be inflicted upon the 
Earl some immediate and transitoiy pain> it was 
in order to pave his way to the thfone, which , 
were this moniage dissolved by death or other- 
wise, he deeaned Elizabeth would wiUin^y share 
with his benefactor. He, therefore^ persevered in 
bis diabolical policy ; and, after a momeot's con- 
tdderatiDn, answered the anxious queries of the 
£ari with a melancholy look, as if he had in vwo 
flougbt some exculpation for the Countess; thai 
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siiddenly lainiig his bead, he said, with ui ex- 
pnsnoa <^. hope, which instantly communioMcd 
itself to the countenance of his patron, — " Yet, 
wherefore, if guilty, should she have perilled her- 
self hy coining hither? Why not rathechave fled 
to her father''s, or elsewhere P — though that, in- 
deed, might have interfered with her desire to be 
acknowledged as Countess of Ldcester." 

" True, true, true !" exdumed Leicester, bis 
trannent ^eam t^ ht^ giving way to the utmost 
Inttemess of feeling and expressiou ; " thou art 
not fit to fathom a woman's depth of wit, Vamey. 
I see it all. . She would not quit the estate and 
title of the wittol who bad wedded her. Ay, and 
if in my madueSB I had started into rebellion, or 
if the angry Queen had taken my head, as she 
this morning threatened, the wealthy dower, 
which law would have asmgned to the Countess 
Dowager of Lracester, had been do bad wind-fall 
to the beggarly Treeulian. Well mi^t she good 
me on to danger, which could sot md otherwise 
than profitable to her, — Speak not for her, Var. 
ney I I will have her blood 1" 
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. <* Hy Imd," re[^ed Vamey, *< tba wildnen of 
your distras breslu &rth ia tbevUdncMf/ yoiar 
language." 

** I Mj, ipeak not for her,* replied Leicwter; 
** abe has ^ahonouTed me ■ ahe would hare mim- 
diend me — bH lioi are bnrat btfwcoi lu. Sbit 
dull die the death of ■ tnitreai aod adnltreM, 
veil merited both by the lam of God aod man ! 
And — what is thia ca^t,'" be said, " wluch was 
even now thrust into my band by a boy, with the 
deorelwould convey k to IVtanHan, as he could 
not pve it to the Countess P By Heaven 1 the 
words surprised me as be epdke tb«m, though 
other matters cbaaed them from my brain ; hut 
now tbey return with double foaoe. — It is her 
casket of jewds !-~Force it apoi, Varaey ; force 
the hinges open with thy poniard.^ 

She refused the tad of my dagger once, thought 
Vamey, as he unscathed the we^xm, to cut the 
string wMch bound a letter, but now it shall woi^ 
a mightier ministry in her fortunes. 

With this reflectuHi, by utang the tfaree-cor^ 
nered sliletto-Uade as a wedge, he forced open {the 
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tieaier viva hingei of the codcet The Eari no 
sooner saw them give way, than he Kiatched the 
casket from Sir Richard''B hand, wiencfaed off the 
cover, and tt^tring out the ^endid conteata, flung 
them OQ the floor in a transport of rage, while he 
eagerly sendted for some letta or billet, which 
fdiould make the fonoed guilt of faia innooemt 
Countew yet more apparent Then stamping fli- 
riou^y on the gems, he exclaimed, " Thus I an- 
■uhilate the miserable toys for which tfaou bast 
add thyself, body and soul, conngned thyself to 
an early and timdess death, and me to misery 
and remorse for era I — TeQ me not of forgtTe> 
ness, Vamey — She is doomed 1" 

So saying, be 1^ the room, and rushed into 
an atQacent closet, the door of which he lodced 
and bolted. 

Vamey looked afler him, while sometlung of a 
more human feeling ■■wntinH to contend with his 
habitual sneer. " I am sony tm his weakness," 
he said, '* but love has made him a child. He 
throws down and treads on these costly toy»— 
with the same vehemence would he dash to pieces 
this frailest toy of all, of which he used to rave so 
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fondly. But that taste also will be forgottMi. 
when its object is no more. Wdl, be has no eye 
to value thiaga as tb^ deatne, and that nw 
ture has given to Varney. When Lcicesto- shi^ 
be a sorenigD, be will Unnk as little of the gales 
of pasaon, through whidi be gained that royal 
port, as ever did sa^w in harbour, of the pails 
of a voyage. But these t^tale articles must not 
renuun Ime— they are ralher too nch vailafivthe 
drudges wbo dress the cfaamber.'' 
. While Vamey was emidoyed in gatbcnng to- 
gether and putting them into a secret drawer of a 
cabinet that chanced to be open,beaawdiedocR' of 
Leicester's closet open, the tapestry pushed ande^ 
and the Earrs fiace thrust out, bat with eyes so 
dead, and lips and cheeks bo bloodlees and pde, 
that he started at the sudden change. No soon- 
er <bd bis eyes encounter the Earfs than the lat- 
ter witfadiew. his bead, and shut the door of tbe 
cloeet. This manceuvre Leicester repeated twic^ 
witbQBt speaking a w<»d, so that Vamey bc^an 
to doubt whether lus bnun was not actually af- 
fected by his mental agtmy. Tbe diird time, how- 
ev^, he bet^oned, and Varney obeyed the ng- 
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mJ. When he eDtend^ he Booo found his patroD''s 
perturbation was not caused bj insanity, but by 
the felbesB o{ purpose which he entertained, con- 
tending with various contrary passitois. Tbey 
passed a full hour in close consultadon; after 
which the Earl of Ldcester, with an incredible 
exertion, dressed himself, and went to attend his 
royal guest. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



You hncdiifbMd dw nmnh, braka the good mcctiiiK 
With nuNt Rdmiicd dinidcr. 

MaOM. 



It was afterwards rem«nbered,that during the 
banquets and revels whidi occupied the ronun- 
der of this eventful day, the bearing of ILeiceater 
and of Vamey were totally differ^it fnxn thdr 
usual demeanour. Sir Bichard Vamey had been 
held rather a man of council and of actum, than 
a votary of pleasure. Bunness, whether dvil or 
military, seemed always to be his proper sphere ; 
and while in festivals and revels, although he well 
understood how to trick them up and presrat 
them, his own part was that of a. mere spectattw ; 
cv if he exerdsed lus wit, it was in a rough, cuu- 
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tk^ and serere mumer, ralher as if he seeded at 
the exhibition and the guests, than shared the 
commoQ pleasiire. 

But upon the present day bis character seem- 
ed changed. He mixed among the younger cour- 
tiers and ladies, and appeared for the ni<Hnent to 
be actuated by a spiiit of li^t-hearted guety, 
which rendered him a match for the hvehest. 
Those vho had looked upon him as a man given 
up to graver and more ambitbus pursuits, a I»t- 
ter sneerer and passer of sarcasms at the expense 
of those, who, taking life as they find it, were 
disposed to snatch at each pastime it prraents, 
now perceived with astonishment that his wit 
could carry as snooth an edge as their ovn, his 
laugfa be «« lively, and his brow as unclouded. 
By what art of damnable hypocrisy he could draw 
diis veil of gaiety over the black thoughts of one 
<^the worst ot human bosoms, must remain un- 
intelligible to all but his omipeers, if any such 
ever existed ; but be was a man of extraordinary 
powers, and those powers were unbap^ly dedica- 
ted in all their energy to the very worst of pur- 
poses. 
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It wu entirely dif^ent with L^cestcr. How- 
ever halntuated his nund usiully was to play the 
port of a good courtier, and a}^)ear gay, aan- 
duouB) and free irom all care but that of eaibao- 
cii^ the pleasure of the moment, while lus bc^ 
som internally throbbed with the pangs of uii- 
satUfied amUdcm, jealouBy, or resentment, his 
heart had now a yet more dreadiiil guest, whoae 
workings could ncA be overshadowed or sup- 
jHVBSed ; and you might read in his vacant eye 
and troubled brow, that his thoughts were &r ab- 
sent from the scenes in which he was compelling 
himself to play a part He looked, moved, and 
spcAe, as if by a succession of continued eflbrts ; 
and it seemed as if his wilt had in some d^ree 
lost the promptitude of command over the acute 
mind and goodly form of which it was the vegeat. 
His actions and gestures, instei^ at appearing the 
consequence of ^mple volition, seemed, like those 
of an auhHnaton, to wait the revolution of MHne 
internal machinery ere they could be performed ; 
and his words fell from him jneoe-meal, intw- 
nipted, as if he had first to think what be was 
to say, then how it was to be said, and as if, at 
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tCT all, it ma only by tai effort of continued at- 
tention that he completed a sentence -without for- 
getting both the one and the other. 

The angular effects whit^ these distractions of 
mind produced upon tbe behaviour and conver- 
sation of the most accomplished courtitf <^ !Bng- 
land, as they woe vinble to the lowest and dullest 
menial who af^noodied his person, could not es- 
ci^ the ttotice of tbe most intelligent princess of 
the age. Har is there the least doubt, that the 
alternate negligence and irregularity of his man- 
ner, would have called down Elizabeths severe 
displeasure on the Earl of L^cester, had it not 
occurred to her to account for it, by suppoaing 
that the apprehennon of that displeasure which 
she had expressed towards him with such vivaci- 
ty that very morning, was dwellmg upon the spi* 
rits of her favotuite, and, E^ite of bis efforts to the 
contrary, distracted the usual graceful tenor of 
his mien, and the charms of his conversation. 
When this idea, so flattering to female vanity, 
had once obtiuned possesion of her mind, it pro- 
ved a full and satisfactory apology for the nume- 
rous errors and mistakes of the Earl of Leicester ; 
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and the watdiAil cirek around 6baemA with a^ 
toouhment, that inrtff*^ of reaoitiiig hi» repeated- 
D^^gence, and want of erca otdioary atteotiflP, 
(althoii^ tbeee mre pointi on wbidi the wai 
usoally extremely rigcHtHU,) the Queen tou^t, <n 
thecontraiy, toaffixdlum time and means to re- 
collect himsdf, and dogned to antt hiin in dini]^ 
80^ with an indulgence which aeemed altogether 
ioconfistent with her usual character. It was clear, 
however, that thia could not last much longer, 
and that Elizabeth must finally put another and 
niore levere coostniction on L^cester's umonr- 
teoua conduct, whoi the Eatl was •unuaioDed by 
Varney to qieak with him in a di&rent aparU 
mcnt 

AAer baring bad tbe maaiage twice deUvoed 
to him, he roae, and was about to withdraw, as it 
were, by instinct — then stopped, and tunung 
round, entreated permiioon of the Queen to ab- 
sent himself for a brief space upon inatteis <^ 
pressiDg importance. 

" Go, my lord," said the Qaeen; " we are 
aware our presence must occasion sudden and 



T,Co(><^[c 



KBHltWOXTH. 32S 

unexpected occurrences, vhich require to be pro- 
Tided for on the instant. Yet, my lord, as you 
would have us believe ourself your welcome and 
honoured guest, we entreat you to think less of 
our good cheer, and favour us with more of your 
good countenance than we have this day enjoy- 
ed ; for whether prince or peasant be the guest, 
the welcome of the host will always he the better 
part of the entertainment Go, my lord ; and we 
trust to see you return with an unwrinkled brow, 
and those free thoughts which you are wont to 
have at the disposal of your friends," 

Ldcester only bowed low in answer to this re- 
buke, and retired. At the door of the apartment 
he was met by Vamey, who eagerly drew him 
apart and whispered in his ear, " All is well !" 

'* Has Masters seen herP" stud the Earl. 

" He has, my lord ; and as she would neither 
answer his queries, nor allege any reason tot her 
refusal, he will gtve^ull testimony that she la< 
hours under a mental disorder, and may be beat 
committed to the charge of her friends. The op. 
portunity is therefore free, to remove her as we 
proposed." 
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*' But Tresmlisn T uud Ledceeter. 

" He irill not know of her departure fur sune 
tiine," replied Varoey ; " it shall take place this 
vety erening, and to-morroir he fihall be cared 
for." 

" No, by my soul,'' onswoed Lncester ; " I 
iriU take vengeance on bim with mine own hand r 

** You, my lord^ and on so inconsida'able a 
man as Tressiliao I— No, my lord, he hath Itmg 
wiidied to Tiutf<H«ign parts. Let me care for him 
•»-I will take care he returns not hither to tell 
tales." 

" Not BO, by Heaven, Vamey I" exclaimed L»- 
cester. — " Inconsiderable do you call an enemy, 
that hath had power to wound me so deeply, that 
my -whtAe a&a life must be one scene of remorse 
and misery P — No; rather than fijr^o the li^t of 
6mug myself justice with my own hand on that 
accursed villun, I will un&^d the whole truth at 
£lizabeth^8 footstool, and let her vengeance de- 
scend at once on them and on myself." 

Vamey saw with great alarm that his lord was 
wrought up to such a [utch of agitation, that if 
he gave not way to him, he was perfectly ciqiable 
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of adopting the desperate refiolulitm which he had 
annouaced, and which was instant ruin to all the 
schemes of ambition which Vamey had formed 
for his patnm and for hiineeU'. But the Earre 
rage seemed at once uncuntroulable and deeply 
concentrated ; and while he spoke, lus eyes shot 
jire, his vmce trembled with excess of passion, 
and the light foam stood on his Up. 

Hb confidant made a bold and successful ef- 
fmt to obt^n the mastery of him even in this 
hour of emotion.— ** My lord," he said, leading 
-him to a mirror, " behold your reflection in that 
glass, and think if these agitated feature belong 
to one who, in a condition so extreme, is capable 
of forming a resolution for himself." 

** What, then, would^st thou make me f" said 
L^cester, struck at the change in his own phy- 
siognomy, though offended at the freedom with 
which Vamey made the appeal. " Am I to be 
thy ward, thy vassal,— the property and subject 
of my servant ?" 

" No, my lord," said Waraey, firmly, " but be 
masterof yourself, and of your own pas^on. My 



n,Goo<^[e 



M6 KBNItWOBTB. 

lotd^ I, your bmi Berrant, am dionicd to oee bow 
pofsrlj jou bear jounelf in the stDrm of fnry. 
Go to Elinbedi's feet, owifm your toaniage— > 
impeach joor w% and her panuaouf of aduhe- 
ry — and avow younelf, MBongGt ali yoor paera, 
the wittol who married a country girl, and ma 
coKDed by ber and bcr boolt>leamed gaQantwi- 
Go, my lord — but first take farsweU of lUcbard 
Vamey, with all the bbnefita yon ever conferred 
on him. He Hrred the noble, the li^y, the hig^ 
minded Locester, and Was more proud of de- 
peAdii^ m Uo, than be would be of comaiand- 
ing thousands. But the al^ect lord who atoopa 
to every adverse circumstaace, whose juditnoiB 
Testdves are sc^tered Kke chaff bdbre erery wind 
of pasaitm, him Richard Vamey serves not. He 
is as much above lum in constancy of mind, ds 
beneath hun in rank and fortune.*' 

Vamey spoke thus without hypocrisy, tor, 
though the finnneEs of mind which he boaated 
was hardness and impenetrability, yet he nA- 
ly ^t the ascendancy which he vaunted ; while 
the interest which be actually i«lt in the fortaiMB 
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of LciMBter, gftve umisiul emotion to bit tmcc 



Ldoester was overpowered by his a 
periority; it eeented to tbe unfortanate Earl as if 
his last fiiend ww ^wuC to aba w bn him. He 
■ttctdwd his he^ towardi.Varnejr, as he uttered 
tbe wofda, *< Do not laqre mo— What woidd^ 
tboB have aoe do?" 

" Be thyself, my noble master,* said Varney, 
bMidiiBg tbe Smi'v hand with hit lips, after ho- 
vmg respecdfillly graced it t« fail owa ; *" be 
yourself, superior to tboae storma of passion wbioh . 
wreck infinor minds. Are ymi tbe firat who has 
beCDcoaenedinloveP The first wfaou* Vain »d 
tioentions wonan hu chonled into an affection, 
wluch she has aftenrsrds scorBed and miBUsed F 
And will you B^iSer yourself to be driven fining 
tic, becaase you have not been wiwr l^an the 
wisest men whom tbe woiid has Eieen ? Let het 
be «s tf «he had not been — let her pasB fmn yuff 
m em ory, as omrar^y of ercr baring held a plaot 
there. Let your strong resolve of this tBorning, 
whi<d> I have bcAh courage aod zeed efioiigh to 
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execute, be like the fiat df a supeiuir bang, a 
pasuonless act of justice. She bath deseired 
death — let hw die T 

. While be was BpeakiDg, the Eaii held Us hand 
fiut, compresBed his lq>s hard, and frowned, as if 
he laboured to catch from \araej a pc»tion of the 
cold* ruthless, and dispasaonate firmness wluch 
he recommended. When he was aiait, the £ari 
still continued to grasp his hand, until, with an 
effort at calm decieim], he was able to articulate, 
" Be ii so— «he dies I<— But one taac mi^t be {itf- 
Butted.'' 

" Not one, mj lordj" intenrupted Vanwy, who 
Bsv by the qtUTering eye and convulsed cheek of 
his patron, that he was about to pve way to a 
burst of onotioD, — " Not a tear — the tiute pn- 
mits it not — TressiUan must be thought of "— - ^ 
<* That indeed is a name," said the Eu'l, "to 
cmvert tears into blood. Vuaey, I hare thou^t 
on this, and I have determined — n^thes entreaty 
Dor argument shall move me— Tcesolian ehaH 
be my own victim.'" i 

" It is ma^ess, my lord ; but jou are too 
mighty for me to bar your way to your revenge. 
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Yet resolve at least to chuse fitting time and op- 
portunity, and to forbear him until thoee shaU 
be found." 

'• " Thou ahalt order me in what thou wilt," 
sud L^cester, "only thwart me not in this.^ ' 
'- "Then, my Iwd," said Vamey, " I first re- 
quest of yoii to lay aside ibe wild, suspected, and 
ha]f-fr«izied demeanour, which hath this day 
drawn the eyes of all t^ie court upon you ; and 
whidi, but for the Queen's partial indulgence, 
which she hath extended towards you in a degree 
far beyond her nature, she had never ^ven you 
the opportunity to atone for." 

" Have I indeed been so negligent F" sud L^ 
cester, as one who awakes &om a dream ; " I 
thought I had coloured it well ; but fear nothing, 
my ' mind is now eased — I am calm. My bo* 
roscope shall be fulfilled ; and that it may be ful- 
filled, I will tax to the highest every faculty of 
my mind. Fear me not, I say— I will to the 
Queen instantly— not thine own looks and lan- 
guage shall be more impenetrable than mine. — 
Hast thou aught else to say F" 

" I must crave your signet-ring,'' said Varney, 
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g i a wit y, *' ia bJcen to tbooe of tout aervaniB 
whom I mutt employ, that I poncBB jour Ml «i- 
tfaority in comniandiiig thor ud.^ 

Leoeatcr drew c^ the ngaet-nDg, which be 
commonl; U8cd> and gi;? e it to Vamey with a 
hagard and stent expnsaon of countraanc^ 
adding oidy, in a low hal£.wliiifiered tooe, but 
mtb terrific enphaaia, the words, " What dnu 
doest, do quickly." 

Some anxiety hmI wtmtlgr took place, Mwn 
while, ID the PieaeiKe>baUi at the [sokwged ab- 
aence of the noble Lwd of th« Castle, and 0r«at 
was the delight of hi« frieoda, wbra they aaw Iran 
eiitar aa a man, fitom whwe boacnn, to all hamui 
seeming, a wei^t of care had been jiMtremovvd. 
Amply did l.«ceBter that day redeem the I^edge 
he bad ^ven to Varoey, who aoiHi aa.P hiaudf 
no longer uad« the neceanty of fiw'Wtw'W'tg s 
character so di&iuit fjinn his own, as tb&t wbidh 
he had assumed in the eariiar pan of the day, and 
gradually rdapaed into the aame grare, shrewd, 
oAuatJc observer of converaaliiHi and incident, 
which constituted his usual part in society. 
With EUeabeth, Lnoester f^yed tua game as 
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oDs, to wbant ber natural.strength oi taletrt, Iwd 
bar weakneu in on« or two particular ptMOta^ nen 
well knorwD. He waa too wary to exchange on • 
eudden, the Bullen penmuige which he had play, 
ed before he retjred with Vam^ ( but oB ap- 
{voscluiig her, it seemed sofUoed into a melan- 
choly, whidi hod a touch of tenderness in it, and 
whidi, in the course of conTeretng with Eliza. 
beth, and sa she dropped in compassion one mark 
of &votir after another to const^ him, passed 
into ft flow of aflectionate gallantry, the most 
osoduous, the most ddicate, the most inEuiu&- 
tbg, yet at the same time the most respectful, 
with which a Queen was ever addressed by a sub- 
ject. Elisabeth listened, as in a sort of encbanu 
meat; ber jealou^ <^ power was lulled asleep t 
her reaolution to forsake oil social or domestic 
ties, and dedicate herself exclusively to the car« 
of her peo[^, began to be shaken, and once more 
the star c^ Dudley culminated in the oourt-ho- 
nson. 

But Leicester did not enj<^ this triumjA over 
nature, and over oonscience, without its being em- 
Isttered to him, not <»ily by the internal rebellion 
(tf his fedingft ogunBt the vi<^nce whieb he ex~ 
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ennsed over them, but by many aocidental dr- 
cumstancee; which in the coune of the banquet, 
and during the subsequent amuaementft of the 
evening, jarred upon tliot nerve, the least vilHf^ 
tioD of vbich was agony. 

The oourders were, fw example, in the great 
' bah, aAer having (eft the banquettiDg-nnin, await- 
ing tbe ^tpearance of a splendid masque, wbtcb 
was the expected entertainment of this erening, 
whoi the Queei interrupted a wild career of wit, 
which the ^ari of Lcscester was Fanning against 
Lord Willougbby, Baldgfa, and some other cour- 
tiers, by saying—" We wiU impeach you of high 
treason, my lord, if you proceed in this attonpt 
to slay us with Uughtcr. And here comes a thing 
may make us all grave at bb pleasure, our^leam. 
ed phyncian Masters, with news betike of our 
poor suppliant, Lady Vamey— nay, my lord,- we 
will not have you leave us, for this being a dis- 
pute bet.wixt married persons, we do not. hold 
our own experience deep enough to deude there^ 
on, without good couxueL— How now, Masters, 
wliat think'st thou of the run-away bride ?^ 

The smile with which Leicester had been speak- 
ing, when the Queen, interrupted him, remained 
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arrested on his lips, as if it had been carved there 
by the chisel of Michael Angelo, or of Chauntry ; 
and he listened to the speech of the phyucian, 
with the same immoveable cast of counteqaoce. 

" The Lady Vamey, gracious Sovereign," 
sfdd Mastwa, " is sullen, and would hold little 
conference with me touching the state of her 
health, talking wildly of being soon to plead ber 
own cause before your own presence, and of an- 
swering no meaner person's inquiries." 

" Now, the heavraiB forefend I'" said the Queen ; 
" we have already suffered from the misconstruc- 
tions and broils which seem to follow this poor 
btwn-sick lady wherever she comes. — Think you 
not so, my lord P" she added, appealing to Ld- 
ceeter, with something in her look that indicated 
regr^ even tenderly expressed, for their disa^ 
greement of that morning. Leicester compelled 
himself to bow low. The utmost fqrce he could 
exert, was inadequate to the farther effort of ex. 
pr^nng in words his acquiescence in the Queen's 
sentiment. 

" You are vindictive," she siud, " my k«d ; 
but we will find time and place to punish you. 
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But once mare to this same tmublorinirth, tim 
Lady V«nlfl]^— What of bcr hcdtb, Maitan ?" 

" She is sullen, madam, a« I abendy aaid," le. 
pUed Masters, " and refuses to answer ioleno- 
gatories, or be amenable to the autbort^ of the 
medioner. I coDoeiTe her to be poeaewed with 
a delirium, whidi I indinc to term rather kt/pa. 
cAomMathanjNbrMWfjf.-andltlunkshewerebeat 
cared for by her husband io Ins own houia, and 
removed &<Hn all this bustle of pageants, «4udi 
disturbs her weak bnnn with the most fentaslic 
phantoms. She drops hints as if she were some 
great persmi in disguise — smne Countess Mr Pri»- 
eeSB p^dianee. God hdp them, suA are the hai- 
ludnatioDs of thfse infirm persons." 

" Nay, then,* said the Queen, *' away wiA her 
with all speed. Let Varoey care for her wi& fit- 
ting humamty ; but let them rid the Castle of her 
forthwith. She will think herself lady of all, I 
warrant you. It is [Nty so fair a form, howsvw, 
should have an infirm understanding.— Whiri: 
think you, my lord ?" 

^ It is pity indeed,^ said the Earl, repeating 
the words like a task wbicb was sat Um. 
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" But peikips," aiud ElizabeUi, " you do not 
join mth us in our opioioa of her beauty ; and in, 
deed we have known men prefer a statelier and 
moreJ'uQO'likefora), to that drooping fra^Ie tme, 
that hung its head Uke a broken lily. Ay, men 
are tyraota, my lortt> who esteem the animation 
of tJie Btnfe above the triumj^ of an unreutiing 
. cfKiqueet, and, hke sturdy ch»ii|n(«ia, lore beat 
thoBe woanco wlio can wage contest with them.>w 
I could think with you, Hutland> that pve my 
Lord of Lraceater such a piece of punted wax for 
a bride, he would have wished her dead ere the 
end of the boney-mooa." 

As shesaid this, she looked on Locester soex^ 
presifively, that, while his faeart revolted against 
the egregious fdaebood, be did himself so much 
violence as to reply in a whimper, that I<eicesl«r'a 
love was more lowly than h^ Majesty deemed, 
since itwas settled whereheeouldnever colnmand, 
but miiflt ever ob^. 

The Queen blushed, and Ind him be rileot ; 
yet looked as if she expected that he would not 
obey her commands. But at that mom<»t tbe 
flourish of trumpets and ktitle^lrums fn«a a bi^ 
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balcony which overlooked the hall, wmouneedtbe 
entiance of the mssquere, and relieved Laceat^ 
frran the horrible state of cMutnuot and disdmu- 
lalion in which the result of his own duplkity had 
placed him. . 

. The masque which entered coiuiBted at four 
separate bands, wtuch f<dlowed each odier at t»ief 
intervals, each connsUDg of ax piincipal pnsons 
a»d OS many iMcb-bearers, and each representii^ 
one of the vanons nations by which Enj^andhad 
at difierwt times been occupied. 

The abori^nal Britons, who first entered, were 
ushered in by two ancient Druids, whose hoary 
hair was crowned with a chaplet of oak, and who 
bore in their hands branches of misletoe. The 
masquers who followed these veneraUe figures 
were succeeded by two Bards, arrayed in whiter 
and beaiing harps, which they occasionally towdt- 
ed, ^ncing at the same time certain stanzas of- an 
andent byom to Belus, or the Sun. The aboaigi- 
nal Britons had been selected fhxu amongst the 
tallest and most robust young gentlemcnin attend- 
ance on the court. Thflr masks were accommoda. 
ted with kmg sha^y beards and hair ; their vest- 
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ments were of the hidefl of wolves and bears ; 
while their legs,anns, and the upper parts of their 
bodies, being sheathed in flesh-eoloured ulk, on 
irhich were traced in grotesque hues representa- 
tioDs of the beavenly bodies, and of animals and 
other terrestrial objects, gave them the lively ap- 
pearance of our punted aneestors, whose freedom 
was first tr^iched upon by the Romans. 

ThesonsofBome, who came to civilize as well 
as to conquer, were next produced before the 
princely assembly ; and the manager of the revels 
had correctly imitated the high crest and military 
balnts of that celebrated people, accommodating 
them with the light yet strong buckler, and the 
short two-edged sword, the use of which had made 
them victors c^ the world. The Roman ea^es 
were borne before them l^ two standard-bearers, 
who recited a hymn to Mars, and the clas^cai 
warriors followed with the grave and haughty step 
of men who aspired at universal conquest 

The third quadrille represented the Saxons, 
dad in the bear-skins which they had brought 
with them &om the Grerman forests, and bearing 
in' their hands the redoubtable battle-axes whidi 
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made sudi havoc amot^ the natiTes of BnUin. 
Thej were preceded by two Scalds, who cinunted 
the pnuKS of Odin. 

Last came the kni^tly Nonnaos, in tbeirmail 
diirts and faoodi of steel, with all the panoply t^ 
diivaliy, and marnhaiied by two Mintr^ who 
■UDg of war and ladies' lore. 

Thefl^feur bands entered the qKoous hall with 
the utnHMt order, a duxt pause being mad^ that 
the ^lectators might satisfy their cuiio«ty as to 
each quadrille before the ^ipearanoe at the next. 
They then marched oamfdetely round the h^ 
in order the more fully to JoMpiay thenuelTes, and 
at length ran^ng their torch-bearers behind them, 
drew up in their sereral ranks, on. the two oppo- 
Nte udes of the hall, so that the Romans oonAoiit- 
ing the Britons, and the Saxons the Nacaans, 
seemed to looL on each other with eyes of wtnder, 
whi(d] presently aiqieored to kindle into aager, ex- 
pressed by menaciag gestures. At the bunt of a 
■tnun of martial munc from ibe gallery the Oui^ 
quers drew their swords an all udes, «id advw 
ced against each other in the measarsd steps 
of a- sort of F3mhic or mifitary dame, rhahii^ 
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Aeii strords Rgmnst tfa^ adrenarieB' shidda^ 
Aad clattering them agiunat their blades aa they 
paat each Other in the progress of the dance. It 
was a vtry pleasant spectacle to see how the t»- 
tioue bands, preserving r^ukui^ amid motions 
which seemed to be totally irregular, nmced to. 
gether, and then disengaging themsdvei, resumed 
eadi thnr own otiginal rank as the mufoc varied. 

In thia symbolical dance waa rept^ented the 
conflicts which had taken place among the various 
nationa which had anciently inhabited Britain. 

At lei^th, afW many mazy evotutiong, ^ich 
affitfded great {Measure to the spectators, tfae 
sound of a loud>v(noed trumpet was heard, n if 
itblewforinBtantbattle,or for victory won. The 
masquers instantly ceased their mimic strife, and 
collecting themselves und» liieir original leaders, 
or presebteis, for such was t^e appropriate plitaw, 
seemed to share the anxioUt expectation which 
the spectators experienced concerning what was 
next to ai^war. 

The doors of die hall were thrown vide^ and 
no less 8 person entenid tliaa the fiendJioni 
Merlm, dressed in a strange and tnyi^cal attips, 
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suited to his ambiguous birth and magical power. 
About him and behind him fluttered or gamboU 
led many extraordinary forms, intended to reiw«< 
teat the ^irits who waited to do his powerful 
Indding ; and bo much did this part of the page- 
ant interest the menials and others of the lower 
class then in the Castle, that many of them forgot 
even the rererence due to the Queen's presence, 
so far as to thrust themselves into the lower part 
of the hall. 

The Eari of L^cester, senng his officers had 
some difficulty to repel these intruders, without 
more disturbance than was fitting where the Queen 
vas in presence, arose -and went himself to the 
bottom of the hall ; Elizabeth at the same time, . 
with her usual feeling for the common people, re- 
ques^g that they might be permitted to remain 
undisturbed to witness the pageant. Lacester 
went under this pretext; but his real motive was 
to gain a moment to faimwlf, and to relieve his 
mind, were it but for one instant, from the dread- 
ful task of hiding, under the guise of gaiety and 
gallantry, the lacerating pangs of shame, anger, 
remorse, and thirst for vengeance. He imposed 
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i^lencc by his look and sign lipoii thevulgar crowd, 
at the lower end of the apartment ; but, instead 
of instantly returning to wait on her Majesty, 
he wrapped his cloak around him, and mixing 
with the crowd, stood in some degree an undis- 
tinguished spectatorof the progresB of the masque. 

Merlin having entered and adranced into the 
iiiidst of the ball, summoned the presenters of the 
contending bands around him by a wave of his 
magical rod, and announced to them, in a poeti- 
cal speech, that the Isle of Britain was now com- 
manded by a Royal Maiden, to whom it was the 
will of fate that they should all do homage, and 
reque^ of her to pronounce on the various pre- 
tensions which each set forth to be esteemed the 
pre-eminent stock, from which the present hatives, 
the happy subjects of that'angielical Princess, de< 
rived their lineage. 

In obedience to this mandate, the bands, each 
nloving to solemn music, passed in succes^on be- 
fore Elizabeth ; doing her as they passed, each 
after the fa^ion of the people whom they repre. 
sented, the lowest and most devotional homage, 

VOL. ni. « 
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which she returned with Uie same gracious cour- 
tesy that had marked her whole conduct since 
she came to Eenilworth, 

The presentcTB of the several masques, or qua- 
drilles, then allied, each in behalf of bis own 
troop, the reasons whidi they had for claiming 
pre-eminence OTer the rest ; and when they ha'd 
been all heard in turn, she returned them this 
gracious answer : " That she was sorry she was 
not better qualified to decide upon the doubtful 
question which had been propounded to her by 
the direction of the famous Merlin, but that it 
seemed to her that no single one of these cele- 
brated nations could clmm pre-eminence over the 
others, as having most contributed to form the 
En^ishman of her own time, who seemed to her 
to derive from each of them some worthy attri- 
buteofhischaracter. Thus,** she said, "theEng- 
li^nrnn had fnHn the ancient Briton his bold and 
tamdess spirit of freedom, — from the Soman his 
disdplined courage in war, with his love of letters 
and civilization in time of peace, — ^from the Saxon 
his wise and equitable laws, — and from the chivaU 
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toui Nonnan bis tove of honour and courtesy, 
with his generous desire for glory." 

Merlin answered with readiness, that itdid in- 
deed require that so many choice qualities should 
meet in the English, as might render them in some 
measure the muster of the perfections of other na- 
tions, nnce that alone could render them in some 
d^ree deserving of the blessings they enjoyed un- 
der the reign of England's Elizabeth. 

The mu^c then sounded, and the quadrilles, 
together with Merlin and bis assistants, had be- 
gun to remove from the crowded ball, when 
' I^eicester, who was, as we have mentioned, sta. 
tioned for the moment near the bottom of the 
hall, and consequently engaged in some degree 
in the crowd, felt himself pulled by the cloak, 
while, a voice whispered in his ear, " I do deare 
some instant conference with you." 
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CHAPl'ER XIII. 

'* How ii't widl nn, who eraj ncau >pp*I' ine ?" 

Macbeth. 

" I DBSiBE eotae conference with you.^ The 
iKircIs were simple in themsetres, but Lord J^ei- 
cester was in that alarmed and feverish state of 
mind, when the most ordinary occurrences senn 
fraught with alamung import; and he turned 
hastily round to survey the person 1^ whom 
thtiy had been spokm. There was nothing re- 
markable in the speaker^s appeararux, whidi con- 
sisted of a black taik doublet and short mantle, 
with a black vizard on his face ; for it appeu-ed 
he had been among the crowd of masks who 
had thronged into the hall in the retinue of Mer- 
lin, though he did not wear any of the extrava- 
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g^t disguises by which most of them were di»> 
tinguisbed. 

" Who ore you, or what do you want with 
me F" said Locester, not without betraying, hy 
biii accents, the hurried state of his.sjHrits. 

" No evil, my lord," answered the mask, " but 
much good and honour, if you will rightly nn- 
dovtand my purpose. But I must speak with 
you more privately." 

" I can speak with no nameless stranger," an- 
swered Leicester, dreading he knew not precisdy 
what from the request of the stranger ; " and 
tbose who are known to me, must seek another 
aad a fitter time to ask an interview." 

He would have hurried away, but the mask 
still detained him. 

" Those who talk to your lordship of what 
your own honour demands, hare a right over 
your time, whatever occupatums you may lay 
aude in order to indulge them." 

" How ! my honour F Who dare in)|)each it fV 
Bsid Leicester. 

" Your own conduct alone can fumi^ grounds 
13 
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for accusing it, my lord, and it is that topic on 
wluch I would speak with you." 

" You are insolent,^ said I^icester, " and 
abuse the hospitable licence of the time, which 
preyents me from having you punished. I de- 
mand your name P" 

" Edmund Tressilian of Cornwall," answered 
the mask. " My tongue has been bound l^ a 
promise for four-and-twenty hours, — the space 
is passed,— I now speak, and do your lordship 
the justice to address myself first to you." 

The thrill of astonishment which had pene- 
trated to Lfflcester's very heart at hearing that 
name pronounced by the voice of the man he 
most detested, and by whom he conceived himself 
80 deeply injured, at first rendered him immore^ 
able, but instantly gave way to such a thirst for re- 
venge as the pilgrim in the desart feels for the wa^ 
ter-brooks. He had but sense and self-government 
enough left to prevent his stabUng to the heart 
l^e audacious villmn, who, after the ruin he had 
brought upon him, dared, with such unmoved as* 
surance, thus to practise upon bim farther. Dc. 
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tertnincd to suppress for the moment every symp- 
tom of agitatJOD, iirorder to perceive the full scope 
of Tres^lian's purpose, as well as to secure his 
own vengeance, he onswn^ in a tone so altered 
by restriuned passion as scarce to be intelligible, 
— " And what does Master Edmmid Tres^ian 
require at my hand ?" 

" Justice, my lord," answered Tressilian, calm- 
ly but firmly. 

*' JusUce," said Leicester, " all men are en- 
titled to — You, Master Trestolian, are peculiarly 
so, and be assured you shall have it.'* 

" I expect nothing less from your nobleness,** 
answered Tressilian ; " but time presses, and 
I must speak with you to-night— May I wait on 
you in your chamber P" 

" No," answered Leicester, sternly, " not un- 
der a roof, and that roof mine own— We will 
meet under the free cope of heaven." 

" You are discomposed or displeased, my lord," 
replied Tressilian ; " yet there is no occasion fiwr 
distempCTAturc. The place is equal to me, so you 
allow mc one half hour of your time uninter- 
rupted.*' 
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*' A shorter time will, I trust, suffice," answer- 
ed Ldwster— " A|f eet me in the Pleasance, when 
t^ Queen has retired to her cbamb^.'" 

" Enough,"- said Tresalian, and withdrew ; 
while a'sort of rapture seemed for the moment 
to occupy the mind of LeicestO'. 

" Heaven," be said, " is at last iavoundde to 
me, mid has put within my reach the wretch 
who has branded me with this deep ignominy— 
who has infiicted on me this cruel agoay. I will 
tdame fate no more, since I am afforded the means 
of traung the wUes by which he means still farther 
to practise on me, and then of ai eoce convieting 
and puni^ng his viUiuny. To my ta^— to my 
task ! — I will not sink under it now, since mid- 
night, at farthest, will bripg me vengeance." 

While these reflecticms thronged through Lei- 
c^er^s mind> he again made his way amid the 
obsequious crowd, which divided to ^ve bim 
passage, and resumed his place, envied and ad- 
miiied, beside the person of his Sovereign. But, 
could the bosom of him whom they universally 
envi/ed, h^ye been lud open before the inhabi- 
tants of that crowded hall, with all its dark 
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thoughts of guilty ambition, blighted afiectioD, 
deep vetigeacce, and conscious sense of medita- 
ted cruelty, crossing each other like spectres in 
thecirdeofsbmefoul enchantress; which of them, 
fiom the most ambitious noble in the courtly cir- 
cle, down to the most wretched mental, nho lived 
by shifting of trenchers, would have desired to 
change characters with the favourite of Eliza- 
beth, and the Xiord of Eenilworth I 

New tortures awfuted him as soon as he had 
rgoined Elizabetii. 

" You come in time, my lord,'' she said, " to 
decide a dispute between us ladies. Here has 
Sax Richard Varoey asked our penmssiob to de- 
jpart from the Castle with hb infirm lady, ha- 
ving, as he tells us, your lordship's consent to 
his abtence, so he can obt^ ours. Certes, we 
hare no will to withhold him from the afieo- 
tibnate charge of this poor young person — but 
you are to know, that Sir Uichard Vamey hath 
(his day shewn himself so much captivated with 
these ladies of ours, that here is our Duchess of 
Rutland says, he will carry his poor insane wife 
oo fiiriher than the Uke, plunge her in, to tenant 
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the crystal palacee that the ^ichanted nymph ttdd 
us of, and return a jolly widower, to dry his tears, 
and to make up tlie loss among our train. How 
say you, my lord ?— We have seen Vamey under 
two or three different guises — ^you know what are 
his proper attiibutes — think you he is capable*^ 
playing his lady sudi a knave's trick ?" 

Leicester was confounded, but the danger was 
urgent, and a reply absolutely necessary. " The 
ladies,^ he said, "think toolightlyof one of their 
own sex, in supposing she could deserve such a 
fate, or too ill of ours, to think it could be inffict- 
ed otherwise." 

" Hear him, my ladies,^ s^d Elizabeth ; " like 
all his sex be would excuse their cruelty by im- 
puling fickleness to us." 

" Say not a*, madam," replied the Earl ; " we 
say that meaner women, like the lesser lights of 
heaven, have revolutions and phases, but who 
fhall impute mutability to the sun, or to Eliz»- 
beUiP" 

The discourse presently afterwards assumed a 
less perilous tendency, and Leicester continued 
to support liis part in it with spirit, at whatever 
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expense of mental agony. So pleasing did it seem , 
to Elizabeth, that the castle-bell had soundetl 
midmght ere ehe retired from the company, a 
drcumstance unusual in her quiet and regular 
habits of disposing of dme. Her departure was 
of course the signal for breaking up the company, 
who dispersed to their eeveral places of repose, to 
dream over the pastimes of the day, or to antici- 
pate those of the morrow. 

The unfortunate Lord of the Castle, and foun- 
der of the proud festival, retired to far difierent 
thoughts. Hb direction to the valet who attend- 
ed him, was to send Varney instantly to his apart- 
ment. The messenger returned after some delay, 
and informed him that an hourhad elapsed since 
Sir Richard Varney had left the Castle, by the pos- 
tern-gate, with three other persons, one of whom 
was transported in a horse-litter," 

*' How came he to leave the Castle after the 
watdi was set iT' said Leicester ; " I thought he 
went not till day-break.'" 

"He gavesadsfactoryreasons, as I understand," 
s»d the domestic, " to the guard, and, as I bear, 
shewed your lordship's signet " 
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*' Trae — true," said the Earl ; " yet be bos 
been hasty — Do any of his attendants remain 
behind ?" 

" Michael Lambourne, my lord," s^d the va- 
let, " was not to be found when Sir Richard Var- 
ney departed, and his master was much incensed 
at his absence. I saw him but now saddling bis 
horse to gallop after his master." 

" Bid him come hither instantly," sfud Leices- 
ter ; " I have a message to his master." 

The serraot left the apartment, and L<cicester 
traversed it fcH* some time in deep meditatioD— 
" Varney is over zealous," he smd, " over press- 
ing—He loves me, I think — buthe hath his own 
ends to serve, and he is inexorable in pursuit of 
them. If I rise he rises, and he hath shewn him- 
self already but too eager tu rid me of this ob- 
stacle which seems to stand betwixt me and so- 
vereignty. Yet I will not stoop to heat this dis- 
grace. She shall be punished, but it shall be 
mote advisedly. I already feel, even in anUcipa- 
tion, that over-haste would light the flames of 
hell in my bosom. No— one victim b enough at 
once, and that victim already waits me." 

He seized upon writing materials, and hastily 
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traced these words : — " Sir Bichard Vamey, we 
have resolved to defer the matter entrusted to 
your care, and strictly command you to proceed 
no farther in relation to our Countess, until our 
further order. We also command your instant 
return to Kenilworth, as soon as you have safely 
bestowed that with which you are entrusted. But 
tf the safe-placirig of your present charge shall 
detain you longer than we think for, we command 
you, in that case, to ^nd back our signet-ring by 
atrusty and speedy messenger, we having present 
need of the same. And requiring your strict 
obedience in these things, and commending you 
to God's keeping, we rest your assured good 
fViend and master, 

R, Leicester. 
Given at our Castle of Kenilworth, the tenth 
of July, in the year of Salvation one thousand 
five hundred and seventy-five." 
' As'Lmcester had finished and sealed this man- 
date, MichaelLamboume, booted uptomid thigh, 
having his riding-cloak girthed around him with 
a broad belt, ^d a felt-cap on his head, like that 
of a courier, entered his apartment, ushered in by 
the valet. 
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" What b tliy capacity of service ?" s^d the 
Earl. 

" Equerry to your lordship's master of tb« 
horse,'" answered Lamboume, with his custemaiy 
assurance. 

" Tie up thy s8U«y tongue, ar," said I^eicestn i 
" the jests that may suit Sir Richard Vanu^'s 
presence, suit not mine. How soon wilt tboa 
overtake thy master F" 

" In one hour^s riding, my l<«dt ^ oum a»d 
horse hold good," sud JLamboume, with an in- 
stant alteration of demeanour, from an approach 
to familiarity to the deepest respect The Earl 
measured him with his eye from top to toe. 

" I have heard of thee," he sud j " men say 
thou art a prompt fellow in thy service, but too 
much given to brawling and to wassail to be 
trusted with things of moment." 

*' My lord," said Lamboume, " I have been 
soldier, sailor, traveller, and adventurer; and 
these are all trades in which men enjoy to-day, 
because they have no surety of to-morrow. But 
though I may misuse mine own leisure, I have 
never neglected the duty I owe my maMer." 
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'' See that it be so in this instance," stud Lei- 
cester, " and it shall do tliee good. Deliver this 
letter speedily and carefully into Sir Ricliard 
Vamey's hands." 

" Does my commission reach no farther ?" said 
Lamboumfi. 

■ " No," answered Leicester^ " hut it deeply 
concerns me that it he carefully as well as hasti- 
ly eiecutfid." 

" I will spare neither care nor horse-flesh," 
answered LamlKiurne, and immediately took his 
leave. ** So, this is the end of my private audi- 
ence, from which I hoped so much," he mutter, 
ed to himself, as he went through the long gal- 
lery, and down the back stair-case. " Cogsbones ! 
I thought the Earl had wanted a cast of mine of- 
fice in some secret intrigue, and it all ends in car- 
rying a letter ! Well, his pleasure shall be done, 
however, and as his lordship well says, it may do 
me good another time. The child must creep ere 
he walk, and so must your infant courtier. I will 
have a look into this letter, however, which he 
bath scaled so sloven-like." — Having accomplish- 
ed this, he clapped his hands together in ecstncy, 
exclaiming, " The Countess — the Countess .' — 
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I have the secret that shall make or mar me.— But 
come forth. Bayard,^ he added, leading his horse 
into the court-yard, " for your flanks and my 
spurs must be presently acquainted ." 

Lambourae mounted, accordingly, and left the 
Castle by the postern-gate, where bis free passage 
was permitted, in consequence of a messageto that 
effect left by Sir Richard Vamey. 

As soon as Lamboume and the valet had left 
the apartment, Leicester proceeded to change 
his dress for a very pl»n one, threw bis man- 
tle around him, and taking a lamp in his band, 
went by the private passage of communication 
to a small secret postem-door which opened into 
the court-yard, near to the entrance of the Fleiu 
sance. His reflecdons were of a more calm mid 
determined character than they had been at any 
late period, and he endeavoured to claim, even 
in his own eyes, the character of a man more aa- 
nfd against than unoiog. 

'* I have suffered the deepest injury," sncli 
was the tenor of his meditatjons, " yet I have 
restricted the instant revenge which was in my 
power, and have limited it to that which is man- 
ly and noble. But shall the union which this 
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false ivoman has this day disgraced, remfdn an 
abiding fetter on me, to check me in the noble 
career to which my destinies invite me P N<^— 
there are other means of disengaging such ties, 
without unloosing the cords of life. In the nght 
of God, I am no longer bound by the union she 
has broken. Kingdoms shall divide us— oceans 
loll betwixt us, and their waves, whose abysses 
have swallowed whole navies, di^ be the boI« 
depositaries of the deadly mystery.^ 

By such a tnun of argument did Leicest^ la- 
bour to recondle tus conscience to the prosecu- 
tion of plans of vengeance, so hastily adc^)ted, 
and ot schemes of ambition, which had become so 
woven in with every purpose and aciioa of his 
life, that he was incapable of the effort of relin- 
quishing them; until his revenge appeared to 
him to wear a face of justice, and even of gene- 
rous moderation. 

In this mood, the vindictive and ambitious 
Earl entered the superb precincts of the Plea- 
«ance, then illumined by the full mocm. The 
broad yellow light ivas reflected cm all udes 

VOL. III. . K 



T,God<^le 



3SS xsmLwOBTn. 

fWmi Ae white treeaume, of vinA the pavement^ 
bftliMtrodes, aoA Ifdiutectural orDameDts of the' 
}dace were constructed; and not a nngle fleecy 
cloud mi niiUe in the uure sky, so tint the 
sceM wtt nearly OS fight as if the BOD had bat j USE 
left ths boriitorL Ilia numerous statuea of wUte 
marble gltnuMMd in the pale light, like so maay 
sheeted ghoAU jnat orisea from their Mpulcbresf 
and die fountain! threw their jeta into (he air, aa 
if they sought that tbor waters shoidd be stlvereJ 
by the fflood-beaniB, ere tbey fdl down again upon 
their bauu in showers of spwkling nlver. The 
day had been sultiy, and the gentle night^breez*^ 
which nghed' sitmg the terrace of the Fleasanee,' 
ndsed not a deeper breath than the fan in the 
hand of youthful beauty. The Idrd of laouner 
night bad built many a nest in the bowers of the' 
adjacent garden, and the tenants now indenmi- 
fied themselves for ulence during the day, by a 
fiill chorus of their own uniiTalled warblings, 
now joyouBj now pathetic) now united, now r^ 
aponsive to each other, as if to cz|H-esa th^ del- 
ist In the pladd and delidouB scene to wliicb 
they poured their melody. 
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jtiuaug on matters far (MWeiit from the &11 
M Tntfiw^ the gleaoi of mooo<Ugfat, or the Bbng of 
the nightingale, the stately li&eestei walked dow' 
\y trom the one end of the tttrraoe to the other, 
his doak wrapped around him, and his swbrd ub* 
der his ana, withoiit mmng Any thlifg f Mwm bTmg 
the bmotm foim. 

** I have been fooled by toy own genettrnty/' he 
said, *^I tiave akifercd the viU^ to cfM^ me-« ' 
a^ittd-perhsps togeto themeueof the Adul- 
tresti, who U m poorly guarded." 

These were his thoughts, which weM instantly 
^spelled, wbea, tummg to took back towards the 
entrance, he saw a human form advuicing slowly 
from the portico, and darkening the Tarions ob- 

, jecU with its shadow, as paswijf them succes- 
nrely, in ite aftproach towards him. 

*' Shall I strike, ere I agiun hear his detested. 
Voice ?^ was L^cester's thought, as he grasped 
the hilt of his sword. " But no 1 I will tee 
which way his vile pntctioe tends. I wiU Watch) 
disgustii^ as it is, the ocnle and mazes of the 
loathsome snake, en I put fwth my strength 

and crush him.^ 
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His band quitted th« sword-bilt, and he adran- 
ced slowly towards Treaulian, collecting, for their 
meeting, -all the self-possesnon he could cdid- 
mand, until they came front to front with each ' 
other. 

Tresriliao made aproTouDd reverence, to wlucb 
the £arl replied with a haughty indinatiim of the 
head, and the words, " You sou^t secret axata- 
ence with me, sir — I am here, and attentive." 

" My lord,* stud Tresralian, " I am so earnest 
in that which I have to say, aod so desirous to 
find a patient, nay a favourable heaiing, that I 
ffill atOAp to exculpate myself from whatever 
mig^t prejudice your lordship against me. You 
thfaik me your enemy ?" 

" Have I not some aj^iarent cause f" answered 
I^eeiter, perceiving that Tres^ian paused for 
8ieply< 

" You do me wrong, my lord. I am a friend, 
< but n«ther a dependant nor partizan of the Earl 
of Sussex, whom courtiers call your rival ; and 
it IS some considerable time since I ceased to con- 
nder either courts, or court-intrigues, as suited to 
my temper or genius.'' 
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" No doubt, sir," answered Leicester ; " there 
are other occupations more worthy a scholar, and 
for such the world holds Master Tressilian— • 
Love has his intrigues as well as AmbitioD.^ 

*' I perceive, my lord," replied Tressilian, 
'* you ^ve much w^ght to my early attachment 
for the unfortunate young person of whom I am 
about to speak, and perhaps think I am prosecu- 
ting her cause out of rivalry, more than a sense 
of justice." 

" No matter for my thoughts, sir," said the 
Earl ; ■" proceed. You have as yet spoken of 
yourself only ; an important and worthy subject 
doubtless, but which, perhaps, does not altog&> 
ther so deeply concern me, that I should post- 
pone my repose to hear it. Spare me farther 
prelude, sir, and speak to the purpose, if indeed 
you have aught to say that concerns me. When 
you have done, I, in my turn, have something 
to fommunicate." 

** I will speak, then, without farther prelude, 
my lord," answered Tressilian ; " having to say 
that which, as it concerns your lordship's bo- 
nour, I am confident you will not think your 
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tiBfe wasted in listoniiig to. I have to request 
Wl accouDt from jour kq-dship of the unfaap]^ 
.Any BobsBTt, wboae history U too weU Ldowb 
toyou. Irf;gi»ti)fi^yll>s>^{didiiotatoacetidi:e 
jthis Doune, and make yourself judge between me 
sod the viUun by whom flbe is injured. Mykwd, 
abe extiieatsd benelf from an uDlawf]il and rooet 
perilcH)* rtatc of coofioemeat, tjiutiog to tbe et- 
£bcU of b«r own remonatnince iipui bar unwiv- 
tby huBbaod, and extorted from mefi pconnae, 
that I wouJd pot interfere in hfr behalf unbl she 
bad usefl h^ own efforts to have her ngbts jH- 
hnowl^dged by him.** 

" HaT s^ Lejccstfir, ** remembo^ you tet 
whom you speak ?" 

" I speak of her unworthy hiigbttod, my lord,** 
rqieated TressUian, " and my respect f^n &)d no 
«rfter language. The unhappy young woman ift 
witbdravn fropi tuy knowledge, and sequestered 
in some secret place c£ this Castle,: — if site be not 
tranafored- to Bome ji^ce pf seciua(Hi bett^ fitr 
ted for bad deugns. Tim nmst be rcfpnned, 
my lord,— I speak it as aulhorizcd by her fa- 
thcr,-»aad this ill-iiited marriflgcaiust bcayoMcb- 
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* cd aod proved ia die Quaes's prepenee, «Hd d)9 
lady ])l)ieed without restnujit, and st her ova 
fim dtspowU, And, permit me (a sajt, U conoenw 
jjo aoe^a bmiour that these most jiut deHunda t4 
mine should be c(«apU«d with* to much «» k doG» 
llipt of your lordahip-" 

The EfM-l etwid w if be had be^ pet^fied, At 
the eKU^me eoolnfw ivith which the nwBt tvboiu 
he poneidefAd as having iajurvd him so d«eplyi 
l^eoded the (wwe oT h)9 fiwipai pannPUF, aa if 
die hod b«en m iaoocitnt wfmm, iV9d he « diMn<- 
terested a/dvocatBi nor was hu wonder l^suned by 
jhe warmth with whkh TiaraJifUi secioed to de> 
maad ibr hw the rank «nd fitustiipD which she had 
disgraced, and the adyantagw of wbich she waf 
doubdesBtosharewitbthe lover who advocated her 
«cauae with sueh EiSrootery. Tr^N^h^n h»d beea 
a\mt for more tb/io a mipiute fsn the Darl iwovs** 
^frow the«]u»ss<^his aetoni^ijiefit; it od , cai h 
«itd«nng the prepoeseswMu with which bis mind 
arm occupied, thfte is ijttk wonder that his pa^r 
Moo gained the mastery of «very odwr coosider- 
atjoB. " I l»ve beard you, Maetw TrMniHaw," 
^ud he, " without interruption, 9fid I blfss Gfni 
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that uij ears were never before made to tin^e 
by the words of so frontlesB a villain. TbetaBlcof 
chafitdaing you is fitter tor the hangman's scou^^ 
than the sword of a nobteman, but ye t TO- 
lain, draw and defend thyself !" 

Ab he spoke the last words, he dropped Ids 
tnuitle on the ground, struck Tresalian anartly 
with his sheathed sword, and instantly drawing 
his ra[ner, put himself into a posture o{ assault. 
The vehement fury of his language at first filled 
Tresalian, in bis turn, with surprise equal to what 
L^cester had felt when he addressed him. But 
astonishment gave rise to resentment, when the 
unmetited insults of his language were followed 
by a blow, which immediately put to flight every 
thought save that of instant combat. Tresnlian's 
sword was instantly drawn, and though perhaps 
somewhat inferior to L.eicester in the use of the 
weapon, he understood it well enough to main, 
tmn the contest with great spirit, the rather that 
ot die two be was for the lime the more cool, oDce 
he could not help imputing Leicester's conduct 
^ther to actual frenzy, qr to the influence of soma 
strong delusion. 
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The rencontre had continued for leveral mi- 
nutes, without ^ther party receiving a wound, 
vrhea of a sudden voices were heard beneath the 
portico, which formed the entrance ot the terrace, 
minted with the steps of men advancing hastily. 
" We are interrupted,"" said Leicester to his aiu 
tagonist ; " follow me." 

At the same time a voice from the portico stud, 
" The jackanape is right — they are tilting here." 

Leicester, meanwhile, drew off Tressilian into 
a sort of recess behind one of the fountains, which 
served to conceal them, while six of the yeomen 
of the Queen's guard passed along the middle 
walk of the Pleasaoce, and they could hear one 
say to the rest, " We will never find them to- 
night amongst all these squirting funnels, squir- 
rel-cages, and rablnt-holes ; but if we light not on 
them before we reach the farther end, we will re. 
turn, and mount a guard at the entrance, and 
so secure them till morning." 

*' A proper matter," siud another, " the draw- 
ing of swords so near the Queen's presence, ay, 
and in het very Palace as 'twere ! — Hang it, they 



n,Goo<^le 



JIDD KENILWOETH. 

BHUt Im fone -poor dniakca gwia-oodi* fitUen to 
tfnmtig — ^'twere fity almort me ^wnild find then 
■_tbe peaalty u iih(^i»ig off a band, is it not ?— 
,'tiren lutfd to loae baod for baodUog a bit of 
flte^ thto. «omee ao iwtuial to OBe> gripp,^ 

" Tho« art « brrrlsr thyaslf, Oeorg^" (aid 
another; " but take heed, for d>« bnr strnds fls 
thou My*«t.*' 

« Ay," wid tbefint, " an tb«i «(t be not pwld- 
iy «aBAiwd : for Am koow'tt Hi* not the Queen's 
Ptimte, but tny I«rd of LcMMterV 

** Wby, for that matter, the pena]^ wty be 
•s severe," uud aootho- ; *' for «a our gsKioiu 
Hisbeas be Quces, as she is, God 8«¥e her, my 
Zdxrd a{ Irfaeester is w good as Kl^." 

** Hush ! diMi knave !" sud a third ; ** hov 
knov'st thou who may he trithm heanijg ?" 

They ■pamed en, making a kiad (^ cardess 
search, but aeemingly more intent en thrir own 
conversation than bent an diacovenag the posoes 
who bad created the ooctumal di^nrhMioe. 

limy had aosoooer passed forward along Ae 
tctrace, than Leicester, nuking a agn to Ttoh 
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«Uian to (oUaw him, ^eled avay in an opposite 
directioD, and oecaped through the portico undis- 
floye^. He oooducted TresaUian lo Mexvjd''9 
To9ex, in whkh be was nov agvn lodged ; and 
then, ere parting with bkn, said these words^ " Jl 
Ihpu hatt coun^ to continue oad bring to an 
pad what is Uius broken off, be near me wben the 
0oart goes forth to-QUnrow-— we ^all find & daw> 
^od I will give joa a aignal whm it is fitting." 

" AIjlordt^widTtcssiliaD, "ataooAer tine 
I m^t hv/e ipqaircd the meaa i p g of diisstrange 
«nd furious invetetaey Agoio^ me* Bat you have 
)wd t^ oo my shoulder, whidi only blood can 
mab avmy ; md wem you as high as your proud- 
est nUhm ever carried y«ru, I would have iron 
you wcti^actian for my wounded boncHir.'" 

On these ternu tbey parted, but the adventuivs 
of the night were not yet ended with Jj&ceater. 
'Be wjiscfwapeded to paa bySuntlowe's Tower, 
in order to gain tbe private passage which ied to 
bic own cbanber, and w the entnuaee thereof he 
met Lord Hmudoo lifd£«lothed« aod with a oa- 
lud awM'd twder bis 4KHl 
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" Are you awakened too, with this 'larum, my 
Lord of Lacester ?" said the old soldier. " Tib 
well — By gogVnails, the nights are as noisy as 
the day in this Castle of yours. Some two hours 
nnce, I was waked by the screams of that poor 
br^n-rack Lady Vamey, whom her husband was 
forcing away. I promise you, it required both 
your warrant and the Queen's, to keep me from 
entering into the game, and cutting that Vamey 
of your's over the head ; and now there is a brawl 
down in the Pleasance, or what call you the stcme 
terrace walk, where all yonder ^mcracka Etand ?" 
The first part of the old man's speech went 
through the Eari's heart like a knife ; to the last 
he answered that he himself bad heard the daA 
of swords, and had come down to take order with 
those who had been so insolent so near the Qneen's 
presence. 

" Nay then," emd Hunsdon, *' I will be ^ad 
of your lordship's company." 

Leicester was thus compelled to turn back with 
the rough old Lord to thePleasance, where Huns- 
don heard from the yeconen of the guard, who 
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vere under his immedmte command, (he unsuc- 
cesBful seatch they had made for the autliora of the 
disturbance ; and bestowed for their pains some 
round dozen of curses on them, as lazy knaves 
and blind whoresons. X^eicester also IJiought it 
necessary to seem angry that no discovery had 
been effected ; but at length suggested to Lord 
Hunsdon, that after all it could only be some 
foolish young men, who had been drinking healths 
pottle-deep, and who would be sufficiently scared 
by the search which had taken place after them. 
Hunsdon, who was himself attached to his cup, 
allowed that a pint-flagon might cover many of 
the follies which it had caused. " But,^ added 
he, " unless your lordship will be less hberal in 
your house-keeping, and restrain the overflow of 
ale, and wine, and wassail, I foresee it will end in 
my having some of these good fellows into the 
guard-house, and treating them to a doze of the 
stra|^>adoe — And with this warning, good night 
toycm."" 

Joyful at being rid of his company, Leicester 
took leave of bim at the entrance of his lod^ng, 
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where tbe^ bad first met, and e»t«Mig tlie pn- 
vate panage, tooh up tlw lunp vhich he bad ieil 
there, and bj its ex.fanag l^ht fiiaiid the way to 
bis own j^wUBenti 
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CHAPTKft XIV, 

Amhh t rDOm I {at mj hone win w'aiet 

If he Coine within ■) msa)' yudli of ■ prince ; 

Pw to tan yaa ntn, mA in ihf iBa, 

He wu foal'd in Queen filizdxlh'* time ,- 

When Ae gnat Eul (rf Letter 

Id hii coAle ^ feaitber. 

f HS amusemait wHh which Elizaheth and h«r 
court vere next day to be r^aled, was an exhij 
bitiwk by the true-hearted men of Coventry, who 
Were to represent the strife between the Engliatt 
and the Danes, agreeably to a custom long pre- 
aerred in their ancient boroogfa, and warranted 
for troth by old histories and chronicles. In this 
p^Oint, one party of the town's follcs presented 
the Saxons and the other the Danes, and set 
forth both in rude rhymes and with hard blows » 
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the contentions of these two fierce nadons, and 
the Amazonian courage of the English women, 
who, according to the story, were the piincipal 
agenta in the general massacre c^ the Danes, which 
took place at Hock-tide, in die year of God lOlS. 
This sport, which had been long a favourite pas- 
lime with the men of Coventry, had, it seems, 
been put down by the influence of saate zealous 
clergymen, of the more precise cast, who chanced 
to have con^derable Influence with the ma^s- 
trates. But the generality of the iohalutants had 
petidoned the Queen that they might have tb^ 
play again, and be honoured with permissbn to 
represent it before her Highness. And when the 
matter was canvassed in the little couool, which 
usually attended the Queen for dispatch of buai- • 
ness, the proposal, although opposed by some of 
the stricter sort, found favour in the eyes of Eli- 
zabeth, who s^d that such toys occupied, without 
oflence, the minds of many, who, lacking them, 
might find worse subjects of pastime ; and that 
their pastors, however commendable for learning 
Mid godliness, were somewhat too sour in preach. 
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ing against the pastimes c^ their flocks, and so the 
pageant was permitted to proceed. 

Accordingly, after a morning repast, which 
Master Laoeham calls an ambrofflal breakfast, 
the principal persons of the court, in attendance 
upon her Majesty, pressed to the Gallery-tower, 
to witneSB the approach of the two contending 
parties of English and l>anes ; and after a ragnal 
bad been f^ven, the gate which opened in the 
circuit of the Chase was thrown wide, to admit 
them. On they came foot and horse ; for some of 
the more ambitious burghers and ye<Hnen had 
put themselTes into fantastic dresses, resembling 
knights, in order to resemble the chivalry of the 
two different nations. However, to prevent fa- 
tal accidents, they were not permitted to appear 
on real h<n%e9, but had only license to accoutre 
themselves with those hobby-horses, as they are 
called, which anciently fcomed the chief delight 
of a morrice-dance, and which still are exhilnted 
on the stage, in the grand battle fought at the 
conduuon of MrBayes's tragedy. The infantry 
followed in umilar disguises. The whole exhibit 
tion was to be considered as a sort of anti-masque, 
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orburl^uei^theinorestatelypagmiitSjiii'whidi ' 
the nobility and gentry bore part in the aboT, and, 
to the best of thdr knowledge, iinitated with acfu- 
HKiytbepaabaageftwbiNBtlvyreiseHSttti. The 
Hoddide play WM of a diSlnwit dwrafater, the ae- 
faxs beai^ pennu bf inftxiw d^iree, add tlmr b»- 
iHta the better itted for difc eceinoo, the more in> 
ctaigrtioiu and ndiGulouK that th^ were ki them- 
sd^ies. Aecordio^y their array, whooh the p^ 
grcsi of our tale atiow^ vs no tilhe t6 describe, 
was ludicrous enough, and their weapons, tfaon^' 
fermidaUe enobgh to deal sound blows, wwe loog 
alder-poles instead of lances^- and soohd ondgftb 
for slrordk ; lAid for fince, both cavalry and m- 
fantey were well equipped with stout head-jHecea, 
and targets of fhick- leather. 

C^ptam Coze, Uiat lielebrated humourist 6f Co- 
ventry, whose libraiy of baliads, ahnanadu, and 
petihy histories, {utly wrappied up in parcbB^^it, 
and tl^ round for security with a piece of wlup- 
cord, remains stiU the envy of antiquaries, b^g 
himself the ihgefnous person under whose di- 
rection the pagedfK had been set forth, rode va- 
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lian% on his hobby-horse before the bands' of 
'EDgliahf high,-tniBsed, saith Laneham, and bran- 
dishing his long sword, a» became an experienced 
man of war, who hod fought under the Queen''s fa- 
ther, bluff King Heniy, at the siege of Boulogne. 
This diieftain was, as right and reason craved, the 
first to enter the lists, and, pasHilg the Giklleiy at 
the head of bis myrmidons, kissed the hilt of his 
svord to the Queen,and executedat the same time 
a gambade, the like whereof had never been prac- 
tised b; two-legged hobby-horse. Hien passing 
on with aU his followers of cavahers and infanby, 
he drew them up with martjal skill at the c^podte 
cgctrentity of the bridge, or tilt-yard, until his an- 
tagraiistS' should be fairly prepared for the onset. 
This was no long interval ; for the Danish oa- 
vahy aad infantry, no way inferior to the Eng- 
lish in number, valouz, and equipment, instant- 
ly arrived, with the northern bag-pipe blowing 
before them in token of their country, and head- 
ed by a cunning master of defence, only infanor 
to the renowned Captain Coxe, if to him, in the 
discijdine of war. The Danes, as invaders, took 
their statitHi under the Gallery-tower, and oppo- 
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>tt« to that of Mortimer; aod, when thor at- 
toDgemepts were completely nwdr, a ngnal was 
^veD for the encounter. 

Thar first charge upon each other was ratber 
ipoderate, fw eith^ P^rty had some dread of 
itdag Ibrced into the lake. But as rKnforcaaaitt 
Qvne up (VI nther sde, tbe encounter grew frofa 
a skinniBb into a blazing battle. They rushed 
upon one another, as Master Lanebam testifies, 
lik« rams inflamed hj jealousy, with such furious 
epcotmter, that both parties were often awer- 
thravn, and the clubs and targets made a inoat 
Qorrible clattw. In many iDBtances, that hap- 
paied which had been dreaded by the more ex- 
perienced warriors, wbo began the day of strife. 
The rails which defended the ledges of the bridge, 
bad tieen, perhaps of purpose, left but slightly £u- 
t«ned, aqd gare w»y under the pressure at thoee 
yfho throi^ed to the combat, so tbat the hot cou- 
rage of mai^ of the combatants recared a suf- 
fident cooling. These incidents ought have oc^ 
oaatwed more serious damage than became such 
an a£Fray, for many of the chamfuons who met 
with this mischance could not swim, and ibo^e 
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wlio coiild, were encumbered with their tuibr of 
lestfaem and of paper ftrmoar ; but the case had 
been provided for, and there were several boata 
in readiness to jHck iip the unfortunate witmors, 
and convey theni to the dry lend, wher^ drip- 
fing and dejected, they oomfiHted th«mdelves 
with the hot ale and strong waters which were 
liberally allowed to them, without shewing any 
de«re to re-«)t« so desperate a coiffiict. 

Captain CiHc& alone, that, part^n of Black>Let> 
ter Ai^quaries, kttei twice expeiiencing, horse 
and man, the penktuB leap from the bridge into 
the lake, eqnal to any extremity to which the fa- 
voarite heroes of ehivalry, whose ex[^t^ he stu< 
died in axi abridged form, whether Atnadis, Bcli- 
aaii, Bevis, m his own Guy of Wirwick, had ever 
been Subjected to — Ct^tain C<Ae, we r^>eat, did 
alone^ after two such misohances, rush again iotp 
the beat of conflict, bis bases, and the £pot-doth 
of his hobby-horse dropping water, and twice re- 
animated by voice and example the droc^ng spi. 
rits of the English; so thatat length thdr victory 
mrer the Danish invaders became, as was just 
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and reasonable, complete and dedrave. Worthy 
be was to be rendered immntal by the pen of 
Boi JonsoD, who, fifty years afterwards, deemed 
that a masque, exhilnted at Kemlworth, could be 
ushered in by none with so tnudi propriety, as by . 
the ghost of Captain Coxe, mounted upon his rei^ 
doubted hobby-horse. 

These rough rural gsmbc^ aiay not altogether 
agree with the reader's preconceived idea n^ an 
oitertainment |»esented befiM« Elizabetb, ^in 
iriiose reign lettert revived with sudi brilfiamy, 
and whose court, governed by a fraoale, wbose 
sense <^ propriety was equal to her strengtli of 
mind, was no less distinguished for -dehcair^ and 
refinem^it, than her counsels for wisdom and for* 
titude. But wbether from the political wish to 
seem interested in popular sports, or whether 
from a sp^c of old Heaty's rough loasculine 
spiiit, wtndi Elizabeth sometimes displayed, it is 
certun the Queen laughed heartily at the imitfr. 
lion, or rather burlesque o( chivalry, whidi was 
presented in the Coventry play. She called near 
her person the Earl <^ Sussex aad Lord Huns* 
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Aoa, partiy perli^» to make amendfi to the for- 
mex, fot the. Jong and private audienoes with 
which die Jud iadnlged the Earl of Lraceater, 
hy ^igagiog him in convcnatbn nxpoa a paetinte, 
which better suited ^'>a taste than .those page^iUa 
that were liinushed fiarth from the stores ti an- 
tiquity. The diaposititm which.the Queen Aer 
ed to lau^ add jest vith her military leitdefs, 
gave ibe £Arl of Leicestjv the oppraluiuty be had 
been tfalcbing tof withdrawing from the royal 
presence, whidi to the court aiotind, so well had 
he chosen his time, had the graceful appearance 
of leaving his rival free access to the Queen^s per.' 
son, instead of av^ng himself of his li^t ssJier 
landlord, to stand popietually betwist others, ind 
the li^t of her countenance. 

Lncester's thoughts, however, had a Jar dif- 
ferent object firom mere courtesy ; ibr no sooner 
did lie see the Queen iiudy engaged in conveno* 
tion with Sussex and Hunsdon, b^nd whose 
back stood Sir Nicholas Blount, grinmng frtmi 
ear to tta at each word whidi was spoken, than, 
making a ago to TrestdUan, who, accra-ding to 
appointment, watched his motions at a litde dis- 
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tance, he extricated hiHisdf Iniin the press, and 
walking toiTards the Chase, made his way throu^ 
diea-oWdsttfordiiiaryBpectatixB, iriK>, with open 
moalh, ttooi gazing od the battle of the Engli^ 
and the Danes. When he had accompli^ed this, 
wfaidt was a work of some difficulty, he shot an- 
other glance behind him to see that Treasilian 
bad been equally successfid, and as soon as be 
saw him also free from the crowd, he led the way 
to a small tiiicket, behind which stood a hu^ey, 
with two horses ready saddled. He flung hnuelf 
xm the one, and made «gn» to Tiesalian tcr mount 
tbe other, who obeyed without speaking a nn^e 

I^oester dien spurred his horse, and gaUc^Kd 
without stopping until he reached a sequestered 
^t, environed by lofty oaks, about a mile^s dis- 
tance fr<»n the Castle, and in an i^^msite direct 
lion from the scene to which eunouty was draw- 
ing evety spectator. He there dismounted, bound 
his hocse to a tree, and only pronouncing the 
wwds, " Here there is no risk. of interruption,^ 
laid hia cloak across his saddle, and drew bis 
wwerd. 
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TreBsilian imitated his example punctually, yet' 
could not forbear saying, as lie drew bis weapon, 
" My Imd, as I have been known to many as one 
who does not fear death, when placed in balance 
with honour, methinks I may^ without derogn^ 
tioD, ask, wherefore, in the name of all that is ho> 
nouraUe, your Wd^ip has dared to offer me aadt 
a nfark of disgiace^ as placea hs on these terms with 
re^)eet to eaeb od>er ?" 

■ ^ If you like not such marks of my Bcom,* re- 
[Jied the Earl, " betake yourself iastantly to your- 
weapon, lest I repeat the usage you compfain 
of." 

*' It shall not need, my lord,'" said Tressilian. 
"God judge betwixt us I and your blood, if yoit 
fall, be on your own head." 

He had scarce com|deted the sentence when 
they instantly closed in combat. 

But Leicester, who was a perfect master of de^ 
fence among all other exterior acoomplishmenta 
of the &me, had seen, on the precedinj^ night,- 
enough of Tres^lien's strength and skill, to make 
him fight mth more caution than heretofore, and 
prefer a secure revenge to a hasty <Hie, For some 
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till, ia s desperate louii^ which I^cester suc- 
cenftiUy put ande, TreanliAD exf)osed. bimtetf at 
dnadvantaAe ; and, in a finbactuieot attempt to 
doK, the Earl fixoed Us swonl from his hand, 
and rtietcbed him on tbegnHuid. Withagrim 
anile he held the point of fau nfaei withhj two 
inches of the throat of his fallen adversuy, and. 
jJamg bis foot at the same time upon his brea^ 
Ind him confess bis nllainous wrtwgs ttMrards 
him, and prepare for death. 

** I have no villainy nor wrong towards thee 
to ctmfess," answered Tresalian, " and am bettier 
pr^iared fi» death tlun thou. Uae thaie advan- 
tage as thou wilt, and ma.; Grod forpve you. I 
have f^ven you no cause for Ihis.^ 

'* No cause i" exclumed tj*** Eaxl, " po cajuse I 
^nit wfay parl^ with such a slave P— JDie a Uar, 
as thou bast lived t" 

He bod withdrawn bis arm £» the purpose oi 
striking the &tal blow, when it was sudden^ 
taifd&ota behind. 

The Earl turned in wrath to shake c^ the un- 
expected ofasEacte, but was suipiised to find that 
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a atntnge-looking hoy faad hold of bis 8Word>arin, 
and telnng to it wit^ such tenacity of grasp, that 
he ooaU not shake hun off without a conBiderable 
struggle, in the course of which Trestolian had 
opportunity to rise and possess himself once more 
of his weapon. Leicester agun turned towards 
him with looks of Unabated ferocity, and the com- 
bat would have recommenced with still more des- 
peration on both parts, had not the boy clung to 
Lord L^cester's knees, and in a ^rill tone im- 
pkwed him to listen one moment ete he prosecu- 
ted this quarrel. 

** Stand up, and let me go,'" said Ldceeter, '* or, 
by heaven, I will pierce thee with tny r^er !^ 
What hast thou to do to bar my way to revenge I"' 

" Much — much r exclaimed the undaunted 
boy ; " ance my folly has been the cause of these 
bloody quarrels between you, and perchance of 
worse evils. O, if you would ever ag^n enjoy the 
peace of an innocent mind, if you hope again to 
sleep in peace and unhaunted by remorse, take so 
much lebure as to peruse this letter, and then do 
OS you list*" 
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While he spoke in this eager and earnest man- 
ner, to which his angular features and vtnce gave 
a gobHn-lilce effect, he held up to L^ctoter tt 
packet, Secured with a long tress of womaiTs hur, 
of a beautiful light-brown colour. Emaged as he 
was, nay, almost Uinded with fury to see his des- 
tined revenge so strangdy fruttratid, the Earl 
of Ijxeetet could not resist this eztramdinary 
suppHcant. He snatched the letter &cxn bis hand 
— changed colour as be looked on the saper- 
aciiption — wididi with fituhertng hand, the knot 
which securedit— glanced over thecontents, and 
staggering back, would have fallen, had be not 
rested against the trunk of a tree, where be stood 
for an instant, his eyes bent on the l^ter, and his 
dword-pcnnt tnmled to the ground, without seem- 
ing to be consdous of the prescjnce of an anti^o- 
nist, totfards whom he bad shewn little mercy, 
and who might in ^um have token him at advan- 
tage. But for such revenge Tres^lian was too no- 
ble-minded — he also stood still in aurptiacj wfutiog 
the issue of this strange lit of pas^n, but hold- 
ing his weapon ready to defend himself in case of 
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tieed, against some new and sudden attack on the 
part of L^cester, whom he again suspected to be 
under the influence of actual frenzy. The boy, in- 
deed, he easily recognized as his old acquaintance 
I^ckon, whose face, oace seen, was scarcely tq be 
forgotten; but how he cajne hither at so critica) 
9 moment, why his interference was so energe- 
tic, and above all how it came to produce sp 
powerful an effect upon Leicester, were questions 
which he could not solve. 

But the \etter was of itsdf powerful enough to 
work effects yet more wonderful. It was that 
)«hich the unfortunate Amy had written to her 
husband, in which she allied the reasons and 
manner of her flight from Cumnor-Place, inform- 
ed him of her having taken refuge at £eiul worth 
to enjoy his protection, and mentioned the cir- 
cumstances which had compelled her to take re- 
fuge in Tresnlian's apartment, earnestly request- 
ing he would, without delay, aaugn her a more 
suitable asylum. The letter concluded with the 
most earnest expressions of devoted attachment, 
and submis^n to his will in all things, and par- 
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ticularlj respecting her ntua^oo and ptaw of m- 
sidence, ooDJuring him only that ibe miglit ask 
be {rfaeed imdcr the goaidianriup <a Rstnhit at 
Varoey. 

The letter dropped from Ijeanxiter'i hand when 
he had penned it " Take mj swonl,'* he Btid, 
" Treaailiaiij and pierce my heart, as I would but 
now have |Herced touz'b f 

" My Iwd," said Tresa&un, " yon haredma 
me great wrong ; but scmietlmig within mj hreast 
em wy^iered that it was 1^ egregious error." 

'* Ertor, indeed f said TrtiofntrT, and handed 
him the letter ; " I have beoi made to BeEeva a 
man of honour a Tillain, md die hot and pureat 
of creature! a false profligate. — Wrrtched boy, 
why comes this letter nofr, and where has the 
bearer lingered P" 

" I dare not tell you, my'loid," said ibe boy^ 
withdrawing, as if to keep beyond his reacb;-^. 
*' but here comes one who was the messengar.". 

Wayland at the same mconent came up ; and, 
intem^;ated by L^cester, hastily detailed all tlM 
drcumstances of his escape with Amy,->4he fa-' 
tal practices which had driven her to flighty— 
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and her wixious deiare to throw herself under 
the instant protection of her husband, — pointing 
out the evidence of the domestics of Keiulworth, 
*' who could not," he observed, " bat remember 
her eager inquiries after the Eari of LEocestor on 
her first arrival.'' 

** The nlliuns T exclaimed Lracester ; ** but 
O, that worst of villdns, Vomey !— and she is 
even now in his power l"" 

" But not, I trust in God," said Tresmiian, 
** with any ccKoamands of fabd import F* 

" No, no, nor* esulmmed the Earl hastily.— 
" I sud stwaetlung in madness — but it was ro' 
called, fully recalled, by a hasty messenger ; and 
die is now — she must now be safe.'* 

" Yes," said Tressilian, " she mwri be safe, 
and I nnM^be assured of her safe^. My own 
quarrel with you is ended, my lord ; but there 
is another to b^n with the seducer of Amy 
Kobsart, who has screened his guilt under the 
cloak of the infamous Vamey." 

" The seducer of Amy !" rejJied Leice^er, 
with a voice like thunder ; " say her husband ! 
— ^her misguided, blinded, most unworthy bus- 



C.oo'^lc 



288 XBHILWORTH. 

band ! — She is h» aurely Countess of L«cester, 
03 I ^n belted Earl. Nor am you, ur, poist. 
out that manner of justice whidi I will not ren- 
der her at my own free will. I need scarce say^ 
I fear not your campulaon.^ 

The generous nature of Tresdiian was mstant*. 
ly turned from oonada^tion of any thing person- 
al to himseJf, and centered at once upon Amy^s 
welfare. He had by no toeaas undoubting ooa> 
fideuce in the fluctuabi^ resolutions of L^cest^, 
whose mind seemed to him agitated beyond the 
govenuneot of calm reason ; neither did he, noU 
withstanding the assurances be had rec^ved, 
think Amy safe in the hands of his dependants. 
*' My lord," he said, calmly, *' I mean you no 
ojlence,' and 9m far froQi seeking a qtiarrd. But 
my duty to Sir Hugh Bobsart compels me to 
carry this matter instantly to the Queen, that the 
Countess's rank may be acknowledged in her per- 

*' You shall not need, sir," replied the £arl, 
h^itghtily; ** do not dare to interfere. No vtMce 
but Dudley's shall proclium Dudley''& infamy— 
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To Hizdieth btrait will I telt it, aad then for 
CumiKH''-Flaoe with the speed of Ii& aad death T 

So Mjiag, he unboundlw hone firom the tree, 
tfanw himidf into the saddle, and node at faH 
fjdlop tov&rdt Uie Cutld 

** T^e me b«&u« you, Uwtar Trauiliaa,^ 
BUd the boj, ieeng Trcnliu mount in lLe.Baine 
haste--^ my tmle is not all told out, and I need 
jsiw peotecddiL" 

ToeiuUHa CMsplied, md ibUowed the Earii 
though at a lartfbriMiB rate. By l^vtytheboy 
coBfesaed, friUt mufih cootaitiwi, that in deaeDt- 
TossA at Wajrbiid^fl sMidipg all hi*, ioquitnet coo- 
ocmiog ikvimdyt nAer Siclwa eoaieetved he %Nd 
ut vanous ways tiMiittd bin t^^mtfiHteOi bb htii 
fiuhaaoi £rom bun, in HTeage» the ktlar wHb 
vhieh Am; had eatm^ed biia fiir iJ^e £ari ttf 
Leicetter. Hit puipw« ^w to have r^tored it to 
Iha that evening, «» be r^dconed himsdf wcf of 
iDMdng with him, in BoDBec{uence of Wayland'B 
hairing to petfom the part of Aiion, in the por 
genti H« was indeed somflitfaing danied *h«a 
be saw to whom the letter was addietted ; but he 
Argued that, as LetceMer did not return to Ke- 
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mlwofth until that evening, it ^rould be agtun in 
th e poBsesnon of the |»t>peT messenger u soon as, 
in the nature oS things, it could posnbly be deli- 
Tned. But Wayland came not to the pageant, 
having been in the interimexpeliedbyLambounie 
tnan the Caatle, and the boj, not hong able to 
find him, or to get speech ofTresalian, and find- 
ing himadf in ponescdon of a letter addressed 
to no less a perscm than the Earl of liocester, 
became mudi afraid of the consequences of his 
froHc. The cautifm, and indeed the alarm, which 
Wayland had ezpresMd reelecting Vamej and 
Lamboume, led him to judge, tiiat the letter 
must be designed far the Earl's own hand, sod 
that he might prejudice the lady, by giving it to 
any of the domestics. He made an atten^ or two 
to obtain an audience <^ Leicester, but the an- 
gularity of his features, and the meanness of his 
appearance, occauooed his bong always repulsed 
by the insolent menials whom he applied to for 
that purpose. Onoe, indeed, he had nearly suc- 
ceeded, when, in prowhng about, he found in 
the grotto the casket, which he knew to belong to 
the unlucky Countess, having seen it on her jour- 
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i^ ; for noUuDg escaped his ptying ejre. Ha* 
Ting strove in vun to restore it nther to Tresn- 
lian or the Countess, he put it into the hands, as 
we have seen, of I^icester himself, but unfortu- 
nately did not recognize him in his disguise. 

At length, the boy thought he was on the pcunt 
of succeeding, when the Sari came down to the 
lower part of tbe hall ; but just as he was about 
to accost him, he was prevented by Tressilian. 
As sharp in ear as in wit, the boy beard the ap- 
prantment settled betwixt them, to take place in 
the Fleasance, and resolved to add a third to the 
party, in hopes that, ^ther in coming or in re- 
toming, he mi^t find an opportunity of deliver- 
ing the letter to Leicester ; for strange stones 
began to flit among the domestics, which alarm- 
ed him for the lady's safety. Accident, however, 
detiuned Dickon a Uttle behind the Earl, and, as 
he reached the arcade, he saw them engaged in 
combat ; in consequence of wHch be hastened to 
alarm the guard, having httle doubt, that ythat 
bloodshed took place betwixt them, might arise 
out of his own frolic Continuing to lurk in the 
portico, be heard the second appointment, whit^ 
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Leicester, at poting, as^gned to Tie»liaii, ind 
wu keefiing them ia -neir duiing the enoounter 
of the Coveatry-xaea, when, to his turpiiR, be 
MCt^nised Wajrland in the cmwd, much diagui- 
sed, indeed, but not saffiaendy so to eaci^ the 
prying gUnee of his old commde. Th^ drew 
Hide out of the crowd to explain their utuatioa 
to each odier. The boy confenad to W^lsnd 
what we have abore told, and the artiat, m ra- 
tnrn, informed him, that his deep anxiety for the 
fate of the unfortunate lady had brought him bank 
to the neighbourhood (^ the Caatle, upon his Icasn- 
iDg that morning at a villa^ about ten miles dit- 
tant, that Vamey and LjunbBiims,' whose 'noience 
he dreaded, had both left KeAil^orthovaoiigbt 
While they spoke, tbey sawLcnooatcf and Tres- 
alira BcpaAMs ^oiselreB (rota the oTOwd, digged 
them UDtil they mooated Ibar ha^efl, when ihs 
boy, whoK speed of foot &n been be&re men- 
tiomd, diou^ be conU not poeaibly keep up with 
them, yet arrived, an we bare seen, acxm enough 
to uve Treaahan's lifew The boy had jutt finiBb- 
cd big tale when tbey arnved at tho Gallery- 
Tower. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Hi^ tfer the eMCen >tecp the fan la beuning, 
, And dnknea .flica with ba deceitful Bh«4affi ;— 
So Duth pieraili o'a falsehood. 

OldPlag. 

As TfO^luo rode ov«r the biidge lately the 
acoie of po much riotous aportf he could not but 
observe that men^s countenances had singularly 
changed during the qwce of his brief absence. 
The mock fight was over, but the men, stall ha- 
bited in thar masquing suits^ stood tt^ther in 
groupes, Uke the inhabitants of a aty who have. 
beoi juBt startled by some strange and alarming 
oewB. 

'Vf%eQ he reached the base^vurt, i^pearancea 
■w&ce the lamc'^^omestics, retainers, and under 
officers, stood together aod whii^iered, bending 
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thor ejea towards the windows of the great faaU, 
with looks which seemed at ooce alanned and 
mysterious. 

Sir Nicholas Blount was the fint person of his 
own particular acquaintance Tresalisn saw, who 
left him no time to make inquiries, but greeted 
him with, '* Giod help thy heart, Tresalian, thou 
art fitter for a down than a courtier— thou can''st 
not attend, as becomes one who follows hm Ma- 
jesty.— Here you are called for, wished for, wait^ 
ed fat — no man but you will serve the turn ; and 
hither you come with a miBbegottot brat on thy 
horse's neck, as if thou wert dry nurse to some 
sucking devil, and wert just returned from ur-< 
ing." 

" Why, what b the matter ?" s^d Tressilian, 
letting go the hoy, who sprung to ground like a 
feather, and himself dismounting at the same 
time. 

" Why, no one knows the mattery" rqdied 
Blount ; " I cannot smell it out myself, thou^ 
I have a nose like other courtiers. Only, myLwd 
of Lacester has galloped along the bridge, as if 
he would have rode over all in his passage, d». 
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manded an Rudieoce of the Queen, and is doset- 
ed even now with her, and Burlragh and Wal- 
^gham — and you are called for — but whether 
the matto- be treason or woree, no one knows." 

" He speaks true, by heaven," sud Raleigh, 
who that instant appeared ; " you must immedi- 
ately to the Queen^s presmce." 

'* Be not rash, Raleigh,^ said Blount, " re- 
member his boot^— For heaven's sake, go to my 
chamber, dear Tresulian, and don my new bloom- 
coloured ulken hose — I have wcon them but 
twice." 

" Pshaw r answered TresuUan; " do thou take 
care c^ this boy, Blount ; be kind to him, and look 
he escapes you not — much dqiends on him." 

So saying, he followed Ralcagh hastily, leav- 
ing honest Bk>unt with the bridle of his horse in 
one hand, and the boy in the other. Blount gave 
a long look after him. 

*■ Nobody," be said, " calls me to these mys- 
teries,— -and he leaves me here to play horse- 
keeper and child-keeper at once. I could excuse 
the one, for I love a good horse naturally ; but 
to be plagued with a bratcbet whelp.— Whoice 
come ye, my fair-favoured little gosnp ?" 

Coogle 
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<* Fiom ihe Stm,^ alMweted the boy. ' 

*' Aad wbat didst Aqu Itssm thera^ forward 

*'Ta oatch gutl% viUt tbar webbad faet and 
jdiov itodunj^a," mid thfe bajfi 

" U»|di r Bui Blcunt, losking dewn w hw 
own immense rasev— " Nay, th«ntbe devil Uke 
bim-adik tlice niove tjitoiUotB." 

Mcmtima TmnliM batened the faU Ift^tb 
of tbe gmt h^ in wbnh Um MeBkhed aMr- 
ticte Airbed TRnoukgroupei, ind mxe ubiapw- 
ing mysteriously together, vhile at] kept their 
e^ &rad on tbe diaor, «bi(& l«d fton the up- 
pw end of the baU into tfa« QM^s witM^wiag 
apactniai*. Briwgb pomted to tlw doo^— Tra*. 
BiMttn knadEcd,'aBd«u,imiaattysdipIbfed. Sf«ny 
B ncok'WRB Etretdied togsioamweitotbeiiite< 
rior-of the apsiteent; bat the tt^teslry wU«b 
covered the door oa the inwdfl, TM dn^iped too 
suddenly to admit' the slightest graHficaUoB of 
ei^outy. 

Upon entrance, Tressiliwi fottod himsdfi not 
without a stmog palpitation of heart, in the pre- 
BMtco oi Ebtabetb, who was walkiflg Ui snct &o 
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IB a vk^ent aptatum, which she eeemed to Boorn 
to conoeal, while two or three of her moit Mge 
«bd ocrafidmtial counwUon excbutged anxious 
looks with each other, but aeened to delay «petd(- 
idg till her wrath b*d abated. Before the en^ty 
^air of state in irluefa the had been seatsd, and 
'whicib waa half ptahed aude by the violatce with 
wbieh aJae had ttarted from it, knelt X.eiceUa', 
his arms crossed, abd lus brows beat oo the 
gMwnd, tftiU and'tQotMwtess *a the effijpas upoa 
anepulahre. BeodcluM stood the LOTdShrewa- 
bury, dten £arl Minfcat oC Engload, faoldiog his 
baton of office— the EarPs sword was unbuckled, 
aiad lay' before him m the ^oor. 

' ** Hey sb r Said the Queea, ooniag close up to 
rfMsaJfauij and sttnapiiig oa the floor with the 
aetilMt aed maimer of Heary hjauieilf; " yon 
koew -of tbifi fair vork--^au are an aocompliee 
ift tUi&deccfpuoD whi<^ has been practised «n us 
<H^ew havebeeQ-aiBain cause of our doing ior 
JHstie&r* . Trea»iliaa dropped on his knee before 
the Queen, his good sense shewing Mm the risk 
of attempting any d^ence at that HUuaatt t4 ir- 
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ritalun. " Art dumb) amh !" Ae condnuect ; 
** thou know'st of thk «ffiur — doest tboa not 9^ 

** Not, gracious Madam, tfaat this poOT ladj 
iras Countess of Leicester'.'" 

*' Nor shall any me know ber for such,'" aaid 
EUubeth. ** Death of my life I Countess of 
L>CKest0 1— I say Dame Amy Dudl^— and well 
if she have not cause to wnte herself widow of 
the traitor Robert Dudley." 

" Hadam," said L^cesto', " flo wilh me what 
it may be your will to do — but work no injuiy 
aa this gentleman — be hath in no way deserved 
it" 

" And will he be the better tar thy intenxs- 
son," said the Queen, leaving Treseilian, who 
slowly arose, and ruahiug to Lacester, who 0(»- 
tinued kneeling, — *< thebetterforthyintax»woii, 
thou doubly false— tfaou doubly forswmi P— of 
thy intercesnoD, whose villiuny hath nude me 
ridiculous to my subjects, and odious to myself? 
— I could tear out miae own eyes for th^ blind, 
ness!* 

Burksgfa here ventured to intnpoee. 
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** Madam," he said, " remember that you are 
a Queen — Queen of England— mother of your 
people. Give not way to tbu wild stwm of pas- 
tiaa.'" 

Elizabeth turned round to him, while a tear 
actually twinkled in her proud and angry eye. 
" Burlei^," ehe said, " thou art a atatennai>« 
tbou doest not, thou canst not, comprehend half 
the scorn — half the misery, that man has poured 
on me." 

With the HtmoBt cautiwi — with the deepest le- 
vermce, Burleigh took her hand at the moment 
he saw her heart was at the fullest, and led her 
ande to an oriel window, apart from the others. 

" Madam," he said, " I am a statesmen, but 
I am also a man — a man already grown old'in 
your councils, who have not and cannot have s 
wish an earth but your glory and happiness— I 
pray you to be composed," 

" Ah, Burleigh," said Elizabeth, " thou litde 
knowest" — here her tears fell over hrar cheeks in 
deq»te of her. 

" I do — I do know, my honoured Sovereign, 
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O b«»«« 1^ you Icitd not atli«rs to gu«tB that 
wUeh tb^ know Bot T 

" Ha r Hid '£lisab«tli» fwivag at if a new 
train of thought had suddenly shot across. bn 
jsnm. " Bwlei^ thou art right— tiwu art 
righu-aay t^ig but d)pgnwe--4i)y \iaag but « 
coa fo s rio n of wwknesi — any Uu^ nttb«r tiina 
Ken tb« cbeated— ^el i gbt« cl ->^'Bd«i»th ! to think 
OD'it ift (Ustraction r 

« Be but yourself, my Queen," stud Burkagb i 
** «ad soar iar above a weakn«iS'>^dxiM>£pg- 
hshmaa wiU aver betieve bis EUwbctb oenU 
bare entwtaiiedi unleas the ndesce of ina di»> 
a^Knrtiscet carries a sad ooDTietioa to Us b»> 
eon." 

(• What weaknesa, my lord T said £liubedi, 
haug^ily; '* would you too insttwate that tbe&. 
four m whieih X beldyoiidfar pxoud traitor, derived 
its source from aught"— But here she ooiild no 
kntger sustain the {voud t«ie which she had as- 
niraed, and agam strfleaed as she said, " But 
why should I strive to demve erat ibee, taj 
goodaad wise savant !" 
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Btiirlmgh stooped to kiss het band with affiO' 
tion, flad— >nue in the amals of courts'-*! (Mr 
of true BfmpUby drafted itam dl« 0jv of dw 
lOinister od ths hand of hit SoveHtigu 

It ii probftUs that the eonaoioasDBM of pos^ 
BeBsh^ this flympathy, nded EHubeth is' «up- 
portiog her aaoitiflcatioii, and supimmng her 
CKtreme reNinuetit; but the wis atill «Mre nUJ* 
Tcd by fear that b«r pa«c« would' bat«j to tha 
puUic the flfficont ood tlie dis^)poinl9BKat^ «hidi, 
afibe aa a wvimaB and a, QueAar ^ w&a so tuai- 
«ub to conce^. Sba Cunmd Atom Burleigh, ami 
fltemly paoed t&e hall tiU her feaCutws bad fdm- 
vand tkmr usual d^nity, and her mien ita wonttd 
atatelimw (rfvegular atotioti. 

** Our Savtfmgn is bar nMs self oAoe- more,^ 
vhupered Burleigh to WalsiDgham ; ^ tnark 
idiat she doss, and tatn heed you thwaet her 
not." 

8b* Aea apptobofied Loonter, aad sud, widt 
«alBueM, '* My Lord SbreWabury^ we dttdiar;^ 
you of ywot prisonar.— My Lerd of LekeatM-, 
riae and take up your sword— A quarter of an 
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bourns testi!Uiit,'niider the ctuto^ of our Mar- 
abal, my l«d, U, we ttunlc, do bigh praance for 
mtmtlis ot faUehood jff actiaed upon us. We will 
now hear the p rogreas of thia affiur." — She then 
aeated hcradf in her chur, sod said, " You^ Tres- 
nlian, step fraward, and say what you know." 

Tteaailian told his story gowrously, BU|q>rea^ 
ing as much as he could what afiected Leicester, 
and saying nothing tji ihdv having twice actual- 
ly fought together. It is veiy probable that in 
dmng so, he did the Earl good service ; for had 
the Queen at that instant found any thing oa ac- 
count of which she could vent her wrath upon 
him, without laying open sentiments of whidi 
she was ashamed, it might have &red bard with 
him. She paused when Tresnlian had finished 
his tale. 

" We will take that Wayland," she said, " into 
our own service, and j^ace the boy in our Secce> 
tary-<^ce for instruction, that he may in future 
use discretum towards letters, for you, Tresn. 
lian, you did wrong in not communicatii^ the 
whole truth to us, and your prtmuse not to do so 
was both imprudent and undutiful. Yet, having 
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giren your word to tlus unhappy Udy, it wu the 
part of a man and a geatleman to keep it ; and 
OD the whole, we esteem you for the character you 
have suatuned in this matter. — My Lord of Lei- 
cester, it is now your turn to tell us the truth, 
an exerdse to whu^ you aeon of late to have 
been too moch a stranger.^ 

Accordingly, she exUxted by succesrave qnes- 
tiong, the whole histoiy of his first acquaintance 
with Amy Robsart — their marriage— 4is jealousy 
— 4be causes on which it was founded, and many 
particulars besides. Leicester's conferaon, for such 
it might he called, was extorted from him piece- 
meal, yet was upon the whole accurate, except- 
ing that he totallyomitted to mention that he bad, 
by imphcation, or otherwise, assented to Vamp's 
dengns upon the life of his Countess. Yet the 
^xmsiaoumess of this was what at that moment 
lay nearest to his heart ; and although he trusted 
in great measure to the very positive counter- 
orders which he had sent by Lamboume, it was 
his purpose to set out for Cumnor-Place in per- 
son, as soon as he should he dismissed from the 
presence of the Queen, who, he concluded, would 
presently leave Kmlworth. 



9M xcmtiroRTit. 

But thfl S«rl ratkooed vidwut IriB hoet. U 
is true, hit picseooe snd his coauHunioatJa^ 
wore giU «Dd womiKood to his oaoe pBttiai 
fl|]atrM& Sut, iMtmd from emj o(Jia> and 
wne ffirect mode of nrenge, th« Queea peMci> 
vcd that the gave h^ falsa suttjor tortiav by theac 
inquiries, and dwelt on dwm tar that nrtiiiii, no 
more regarding tht pain which >be beraeilf ezpe- 
rienoad^ than the lavage cam lea the «MPny of 
hi> own bands with A.a- hot piiHm with Vhidi 
he tean the flesh of his oaptin eaan^. 

At IsngUi, hoiKver^ ^ ha^^itjr lerd^ hke i| 
dco- that tunn to bay, gave Iptilation d»t his 
padenoe iras &^g. ^^ ***"*— t," be aaid, ** i 
have bees mu^ to bfaroe-tinoES tban even joum 
just reMOtineDt has expeeucd. Yet, Madoa, lei 
mo say, that my guilt, if it be uajtanibMUr, wm 
not unfirovoked ; and tlut if beauty and doada* - 
Bomdiiig dignity eoiild seduce \kd £raU heart «f 
ahuBOB being, I might plead both, asthecauaes 
of my ctHweg^Bg this secret fxtka. your Majesty." 

The Queen was k> much struok by tius vvfrfyt 
vrhic^ X^ioeeter took care abouU be bend by no 
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one but herself, that she wa9 for the momfflt si- 
lenced, and the Eari had the temerity to pursue 
his advantage. " Your Grace, who has pafdon- 
ed so much, will eiicuu my throwing myself or 
your royal mcFcy for those expresuraw, which 
were yester-morning accounted but a %ht of^ 
fence." 

The Queen fixed her eyes on him while she 
replied, " Now, by heaven, my lord, thy effron- 
tery passes the boundB of betief, as well as pa- 
tience [ But it shtdl avail thee nothing.— Whit, 
ho ! my lords, come all and heat the news — My 
Lord of Leicester's stolen mariiage haa coat me 
a husband, and England a King. His lordship 
is patriarchal in histastes— ODewifeatathiiewa» 
msuflicient, and he designed us the honour of his 
left hand. Now, is not this too insolent, — that X 
could not grace him vnth a few marks of court* 
favour, but be must presume to think my hand 
and crown at his disposal ? — You, however, think 
hotter of me ; uid I citn pity this ambitious man, 
as I could a child, whose bubble of soap haa 
burst between his hands. We go to the presence^ 
VOL. iir. n 
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chamber — My Lord "of Leicester, we command 
your dose attendance on us." 

Ail was eager expectation in the hall, and what 
vas the uniTersal astonishment, when the Queen 
said to those next her, " The revels of Eenil- 
worth are not yet exhausted, my lords and la- 
dies— we ore to solemnize the noUe owner's mar- 
riage." 

There was an univerBal expresuon of surprise. - 

" Itis true, on oar royal wwd," said the Queen; 
*' be bath kept this a secret even from us, that 
be might surprise us with it at this very place 
and time. I see you are dying of curiosity to 
know the hs^y bride — It is Amy Bobsart, the 
same who, to make up the May-game yesterday, 
figured in the pageant as the wife of his servant 
Vamey." 

" For God's sake. Madam," said the Earl, ap- 
proaching her with a mixture of humility, vexa- 
tion, and shame in his countenance, and speak- 
ing so low as to be heard by no one else, " take 
my head, as you threatened in your anger, and 
spare me these taunts I Urge not a falling man- 
tread not on a crushed worm.'' 
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" A worm, my lOTd?" s^d the Queen, in the 
some tone ; " nay, a snake is the nobler repule, 
and the more exact similitude — the frozen snake 
you wot of, which was warmed in a certain bo- 
eom" 

*• For your own sake— for mine, madam," said 
iJie Earl — ** while there is yet some reason left 
in me" 

" Speak aloud, my lord,'" said £Uzabeth, " and 
at £arther distance, so please you — ^your breath 
thaws our ruff. What have you to ask of us F" 

" Permission,'' said the unfortunate Earl, hum- 
bly, '* to travel to Cumnor-Flace." 

" To fetch homeyour bride belike ?— Why, ay, 
-—-that is but right— jbr, as we have heard, she 
is indiffraently cared for there. But, my lord, you 
go not in person^wehave counted upon pasang 
certain days in this Castle of Eenilw<n-th, and it 
were slight courtesy to leave us without a land- 
lord during our re^dence here. Under your fa- 
vour, we cannot think to incur such disgrace in 
the eyes of our subjects. Tressilian shall go to 
Cumoor-PUce instead of you, and with him some 
gentleman who hath been sworn of our chamber, 
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iest my Lord of L^cester ehoutd be again jea- 
lous ^ hia old mal.— Whom wouldst thou have 
to be in commisnon vith thee, Tres^lian ?" 

Trescdlian, with bumble deference, suggested 
the name of Raleigh. 

" Why, ay," i^d the Queen; " so God ha' 
me, thou hast made a good cbwe. He is a young 
knight besides, and to deliver a lady from pri- 
son is an appropriate first adventure.^— Cumoor- 
Place is fittU better than a prison, you are to 
knon, my lords and ladie& Besides, then are 
eertain faitoora there whom we would wilHngty 
hare in fast kee^ung. You will furnish them, 
MastOT Secretary, with the warrant necessary to 
secure the bodies of Richard Varoey and the fo- 
reign Alasco, dead or alive. Take a suffiaent 
force with you, genUemeo— bring the lady here 
in all honour — lose no time, and God be with 
you," 

They bowed, and led the presence. 

Who shall describe how the rest of that day 
was spent at Kenilworth ? The Queen, who seem- 
ed to have remained there, for the sole purpose 
«f Eaoctirying and taunting the Earl of Lei«egt«^ 
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iheired herself tta skWfa) in that femtile art of 
veugefUice, as she iras in ihe ecisnoe of wisely go- 
ytmia'g her people. The train of fttate soon 
eaiigbt the eign^, md, as he valked among hit 
oim splendid preparations, the Lord of Keml. 
irtMh, in his otm CaMle, already experienced the 
htt of a dtegraced cobrtiei-, In the slight regard 
a^ eoM toannen of ^teflated frtends, aOd thi 
til-^ottGcaled tiidtirph <rf avdwed and open eng- 
MieS; Sate&i-, firdm hb Uatural idilitaty frank'^ 
iwss df dispoeitloo, Btit^^ ahd WalMr^'hanit 
from their penetrating and' prebpective SAgan^y-f 
sad some of fbc iuAiaei {fota the ttowpHs^oa of 
tbeii: set, w»e thri oi^y persoils in the ch>f^d«A 
AAirt who re&dtted lowtttdft him the couwieiMnoa 
they had bone iit the nRHtiifi^. 

017 ttbdh bad Leltiester been actiiKtomed to 
leorisidet- CDurt-fWoui- »i the principal object of 
his life, that (fit titber iMtisitiOtM w^re^ 6h- thd 
liiue, iost in thfi iigony whieh Mi' htnighty spitil 
fell U the stit^saitA t^ pettyinaahs and atue^ed 
neglects to which he had bem Eut^ected ; hue 
when he was mired to bis own thstahet for the 
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IMghl, that long fur trees of hair wluch had once 
•ecured Am/s letter, fell under hia observatioa,- 
and, with the influence of a ooimter-charm, awa- 
kened his heart to nobler and more natural fed* 
ings. He kissed it a thousand times ; and while 
be recollected that he bad it always in his pow» 
to shun the mortifications which he hod that day 
undergone, bj retinng into a dignified and even 
princelike aecluoon, with the beautiful and be; 
loved partner of bis future lif^ he felt thiu he 
could rise above the rev^ige which Elizabeth bad 
condescended to take. 

Accordingly, on the next day, the wbi^ con- 
duct of the Earl displayed so much dignified 
equanimity ; be seemed so solicitous about the ac; 
commodadons and amusements of his guests, yet 
to indifferent to th^ personal demeanour towards 
him ; so respectfully distant to the Queen, yet so 
patient of her harassing disjdeasure, that Elizas 
betb changed her manner to him, and thou^ 
eolA and distant, ceased to offer bim any direct 
affiront She intimated also with some sharpness 
to others around her, who thought they were 
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consulting her pleasure in ■heving a ot^lectful 
conduct to the Earl, that while they reijiaiaed 
at Kenilworth, they ought to shew the civility 
diie from guests to the Lord of the Castle. In 
short, mstters were so far changed in t#eiity-fouz 
hours, that some of the tntxe experienced and sa- 
gacious courtiers foresaw a strong pos^bility of 
I^cester's restoration to favour, and r^ulated 
thai demeanour towards him, as those who might 
one day claim merit for not having deserted him 
in advermty. It is time, however, to leave these 
intrigues and to f<^w Tressilian and Raleigh on 
their journey. 

The troop conasted of ^persons; fbr,beaidet 
Wayland, they had In company a royal pursuk 
vant and two stout soring-men. All were well 
armed, and travelled as &st aa it was posable 
with justice to their horses, which had a Icaig 
journey before them. They endeavoured to pro- 
cure some tidings as they rode along of Vamey 
and his party, but could hear non^ as they ha^ 
traveled in the dark. At a small village about 
twdve miles from Eenilwqath, where they g^TWi 
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iome rHkediiBCiH to their boran, a poor dei^.- 
Boan, the carate of the place, came out of a nnall 
vottage, and entreated any of tlie c<xapanj who 
nnght know aagfattif surget^, to look in for an ia. 
ktant isi a dying man. 

The empinc Wajlaad uodcrtodt to do lus 
best, and as the curate ooodocted him to the ttpetf 
be learned that the niaa had heen foand tea the 
l^^road about a nrnle from the tiU^c, by la. 
bonrera, asthcy'weregtnngtb their work am the 
pnceding mcnn^, and tba oumte had gnoi him 
■helter in bU house. HehadzeceiTedagua-Bhot 
wound which seemed to he obviously Btatal, but 
whether io a brawl or Stom rohliers t)bcy'«6Uld 
not learn, as he waa is a fetrer, and spoke nbthiiig 
connectedly. Waylaod aotered the dark and 
iovAy apartment, and no aanbcr bad tihe banrte 
^rawn aside the curtun, than be knewiniberdi^ 
tcrt^ iWttires of the dyitig maa the caautenenoi 
qf Hicliael fiaiBboam& Uoderpreteneeof aed& 
ing senetlnn^ «^ch he wMrted, ^ Vnyhw A hastii. 
ly Rppriied biaftttowUtevelkraof this extraovdii 
pVfy oronmslaBce ; aod both TrpssihaM and Sa.. 
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]eigh, full of boding apprehenstoitfi, hastened to 
the curate^ house to see the djing man. 

The wretch was by this titne in tlie agonieii of 
death, from which a much better surgeon than 
Wajland could not have rescued him, far the 
bullet had passed clear through his body. He 
was sensible, however, at least in part, for he knew 
Tres^lian, and made signs that he wished him to 
stoop over bis bed. Tressilian did bo, and after 
some inarticulate murmurs, in which the names 
of Vamey and Lady Leicester were alone distin- 
guishable, Lamboume bade him " malce baste, 
or he would come too late.^ It was in VEun Tres- 
silian urged the patient for farther information ; 
he seemed to become in some degree delirious, 
and when he again made a ugnal to attract Tres- 
nlian's attention, it was only for the purpose of 
dearing him to inform his uncle, Giles Gosling 
of the Black Bear, that " he had died without 
his shoes ailer all.^ A convulsion verified his 
words a few minutes after, and the travellers de- 
rived nothing from having met with him, saving 
the obscure fears concerning the fate of the Count- 
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esa, wbich hisdyiDg wordiweie calculated tocoQ- 
vey, and which induced tbem to urge tfadr jour- 
ney with the utmost speed, pressiDg hones in the 
Queen's name, wben those whidi tbey rode be- 
came unfit for service. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



An MTul Trice wu heaid to mU ; 

And thrice the laTCD flapped Iti wing^ 

Around the tower* of Ciumun-hilL 

Mickk. 

We are now to return to that part of our storj 
where we intimated that Varney, possessed of the 
authority of the Earl of Leicester, and of the 
,QueeD''s pennissdon to the same effect, hastened 
to secure himself agiunst discovery of his perfidy, 
by removing the Countess from Kenilworth Cas- 
tie. He had proposed to set forth early in the 
momitig, but reflecting that the Earl might re- 
lent in the interim, and seek another interview 
with the Countess, he resolved to prevent, by im- 
mediate departure, all chance of what would pro;- 
bably have ended in his detection and ruin. Fot 
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this purpose he called for Lainboume, and was 
exceedingly incensed tofind that his trusty attend- 
ant was abroad on some ramble in the neighbour- 
iag village, or elsewhere. As his return was exi- 
pected, Sir Bichard commanded that he should 
prepare himself for attending him on an imme- 
diate journey, and follow him in case he return- 
ed after his departure. 

In the meanwhile, Vamey osed thettnnistiy <^ 
a servant called Kobin Tider^ tme to whom the 
mysteries of CumnoT-Place were already in some 
degree known, as be had been there more than 
once in attendance on the Earl. To tins man, 
whose character resembled that of Lamboume, 
though he was ndther quite so prompt nor alto- 
gether so profligate, Vamey gave command to 
have three horses saddled, and to prepare ahorse- 
Utter, and have them in readiness at the posteTD- 
gate. The natural enough excuse of his lady*s 
insanity, which was now oniversaTly believed, ac- 
counted for the secrecy with which she was to be 
removed from the Castle, and he reckoned on the 
same apology in case the UHfortnnatc Amy's re- 
sistance or screams should render stldi n 
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Tlie agency of Anthoay Foster was indtspedAtble, 
and that Vamey bqv went to secure^ 

This person, naturally of a sour unsooal di»> 
pouUou, and sooievhat ttred, besides, wttfa his 
journey from Cuainor to Warwickshire, in order 
to bring the newa of tlie Couatess's escape, bad 
tarly eii^icat^d himself from the crowij of wa^ 
BfgJira^aBidbetakenhuitseVtoh^chArabw, wUere 
he lay asleep, when Vamey, completely equipped 
fin traveUing, and with a dark laDtern in his hand, 
entered' his apartment. He paused an ip^taqt to 
listen to what, his associate was murmuring in hiy 
steep, and could plunly distinguish the words^ 
" Jve Maria — era pro ruAii — ^No — it runs not 
•o-i-deliver us &om evU — Ay, so it goes." 

" Frying in his sleep," said Varney ; " and 
confounding lus old and new devotions— He murt 
have more need of prayer ere I am done with 
him. — What ho! holy man — nxwt blessed peni- 
tent ! — AwBke-?«wake ! — The devil has not dis- 
charged you &om service yet." 

As Varney at the same time shook the deeper 
by the arm, it tiiaDged the current of his ideas, 
and he roared out, " Thieves !—lhieves I I will 
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die in defence cf mj gold— my haid won gold, 
that has cost me so dear.^ Where is Janet ?— Is 
Janet safe P"* 

" Safe eDougfa,thoubeUowingfoo],^siudVar- 
ney; " art thou not ashamed of thy clampur?" 

Foster by this time was broad awake, and, sit- 
ting up in his bed, askedVamey the memiDgoF 
so untimely a visit. " It augun nothing good,^ 
he added. 

*' A false prophecy, most sainted Anthony," 
returned Varney ; " it augurs that the hour is 
come for converting thy leasehold into copyhold 
—What aay'st thou to that P" 

" Had'st thou told me in broad day,'' sud Fos- 
ter, " I had r^otced — but at this dead hour, and 
by this (Um light, and looking oa thy pale face, 
which is a ghastly contradiction to thy li^t words, 
1 cannot but rather think of the work that is to 
he done, thao the guerdon to be gained by it." 

" Why, thou fod, it b but to escort thy chai^ 
back to Cumnor-Place." 

" Is that indeed all ?" siud Poster ; " thou 
look'st deadly pale, and thou art not moved by 
trifles — is that indeed all F" 
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" Ay, that — and may be a trifle man,'' and 
Vamey. 

" Ah, that trifle more !" add Foster ; <' still 
diou looVst paler and paler." 

" Heed not my countenacce," sud Vamey, 
' you Bee it by this wretched lighL Up sad be 
doing, man — Think of Cunmor-Plac^— thineown 
[NWper coj^hold — Why, thou mey'st found a 
weekly lecture-shop, bendes endowing Janet like 
a boron's daughter. — Seventy pounds and odds." 
" Seventy nine pounds, five shillings and five 
pence half-penny, besides the value of the woodj" 
sud Foster ; " and I am to have it all as copyi 
hold?" 

" All, man— squirrels and all— 4m> gipsey shall 
eut the value of a broom — no boy so much as take 
a tnrd's neat, without paying thee a quittance. 
—Ay, that ia rightr— don thy matters as fast as 
posfflblo— hwses and every thing is ready, all 
save that accursed vill^n Lamboume, who is out 
on some infernal gambol.'" 

" Ay, Sir Kchard," said Foster, " you would 
take no advice. I ever told you that drunken 
pn^gata would fail you at need. Now I could 
have helped you to a sober young man." 
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" What, soiae dow-spoken, tong-teeathed bro- 
ther of the congregation ? — Why, we shall have 
use for such alecs maa— HeAven be pntised, we 
shall lack labourers of eveij kiad. — Ay, t&atis 
rigtit— fbi^ not your poBboia — Come now, and 
Itt ufl sway." 
« Wlitbw?" md Anthtmy. 
" To my lady's chamber — and, DBBd—sbe 
mv^ along with us. Thou art not a fellaw la 
be startled by a shriek ?" 

" Not if Scriptur&f easoQ can be rendered for 
it ; and it is wntten, ' wires obey your husbands.* 
But vUl my lord's commands bear ns out if we 
use violence ?" 

" Tush, man I here is his ngoet]" answered 
Varney ; and, having thus uleaced the ot^ectiona 
of his associate,, they went together to Lord Huns> 
don's apartment, and, acquainting the centinel 
liith th«r purpose, as a matter sanctioned by the 
Queen and the £arl of Leicester, they entered 
' the apartment of the unfortunate Countess. 

The horror of Amy may be conceiTed, when, 
starting from a broken slumber, she saw at her 
bed-^dc Varney, the man on aarUi she moat fear- 
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ed and bated. It was even a consolation to see 
that he was not alone, though she had so much 
reason to dread his sullen companion. 

** Madam," siud Vamey, " there is no time for 
ceremony. My Lord of Z<eicester, having fully 
con^dered tbe exigendes of the time, sends you 
his orders immediately to accompany us on our 
return to Cumnor-Flace. See, here is hU signet, 
in token of his instant and pressing commands.^ 

" It is false !" sud the Countess ; " thou bast 
stolen the warrant,— thou, who art capable of 
every villiuny, from the blackest to tbe basest T 

" It is TRtTE, madam," replied Vamey ; " so 
true, that if you do not instantly arise, and pre- 
pare to attend us, we must compel you to obey 
our orders." 

*' Compel J — thou darest not put it to that is- 
sue, base as thou art," exdiumed the unbaj^ 
Countess. 

" That remama to be proved, madam," eaid 
Vamey, who had detemuned on intimidation as 
the only means of subduing her high spirit j " if 
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you put me to it, you wiU find me a roughr groom 
of the chunbers.* 

It was at this threat that Amy Bcreamed so 
fearfully, that'had it'iurt'bcen for tlie Kcdved 
opinion of her insanity, she wbtdd quickly have 
'Bad Lord HunsBonand others to her tad'. T«'- 
cnving, however, that her ieries "were tud, she 
appealed to Foster iii th^'most affecUiig terms, 
cbtljuring him j' as lus daughter Janet's honoiir 
arid purity was Jear to trim, iibt to perimt her to 
tie treated- with unwomanly Tiirferice" 

" "Wily, 'nia Jain, wives must obey ^heir hus- 
bands,— there's Scripture^wafran't' for' it," said 
Foster";' "'Mid if you will dress yourself, and 
coifae'with iis paiiebtly, lhere''s no 'one 'shall lay 
finger on you while I can draw a jnstol-trigger.* 

Seeing no help arrive, and comforted" even by 
the d6gg«I language "of Foster, the Countess 
promised to arise and dress herself, if they would 
agree to retire from the room. Vamey at the 
same tithe"a5sured her of all "safety and honour 
while in'thar"barids,erid ^omised, (hat be him- 
self would not approach her, ^ncc his presence 
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/was ao displeaaiig. Her fausbsnd, he addedj 
vould be at Cunwor-Place iritliin twentj-four 
hours after they had reached it 

Somewhat comforted by this assurance, upm 
which, however, she saw little reason to rely, the 
unhappy Amy made her toilette fay the asost- 
ance of the lantern, which they left with her when 
they quitted the apartment. 

W^e[Hng, trembling, and praying, the unfor- 
tunate lady dressed herself,— with Bensations how 
different from the days in which she was wont to 
decorate herself in all the pride of conscious 
beauty ! She Endeavoured to delay the comple- 
ting her dress as long as she could, until, terri- 
fied by the impatience of Vamey, she was obliged 
to declare herself ready to attend them. 

When they were about to move, the Countess 
(^ung to Foster with such an appearance of terror 
at Vamey's approach, that the latter protested 
to her, with a deep oath, that he had no intention 
whatsoever of even coming near her. " If you 
do but consent to execute your husband's will in 
quietness, you shall," he said, " see but little of 
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me. I will leave you undisturbed to the care of 
the usfaer whom your good taste prefen." 

'* My faudnnd's will f she exclaimed. " But 
it is the will of God, and let that be suffidoit to 
me.^1 will-go with Master Foster as umv«st- 
ingly as erer did a hteral sacrifice. Heis a father 
at least ; and mil have decency, if not humani- 
ty. For thee, Vamey, w«e it my latest word, 
thou art an equal stranger to both." 

Vamey replied only, she was at liber^ to 
cbuse, and walked some paces before them to 
shew the way ; while, half leamng on Foster, and 
half earned by him, the Countess was traospOTt- 
ed from Saintlowe Tower to the postem-^te, 
where Tider wuted with the litter and horses. 

The Countess was placed in the former with- 
out renstance. She saw with some saUsfacUon, 
that while Foster and Tider rode dose by the 
litter, which the latter ccmdueted, the dreaded 
Viumey lingered behind, and was soon lost in 
darkness. A Uttle while she strove, as the road 
winded round the verge of the lake, to keep wght 
of those stately towers which called her husband 
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lord, and which Btjll, in some places, sparkled with 
lights, where wassailers were yet revelling. But 
when the direction of the road rendered this no 
longer, posnble, she drew back her head, and, 
fflnking down in the litter, recommended herself 
to the care of Providence. 

Be^des the deure of inducing the Countess to 
proceed quietly on her journey, Varney had it 
also in view to have an tntervievwith Lamboume, 
by whom he every moment expected to be j<Mn- 
ed, without the presence <^ any witnesses. He 
knew the character of this man, prompt, bloody, 
resolute, and greedy, and judged him the most 
fit agent he could emfJoy in his farther designs. 
But ten miles of th^ journey had been mea- 
sured ere he beard the hasty clatter of horse's 
hoofs behind him, and was overtaken by Michael 
Lamboume. 

Fretted as he was with his absence, Vamey re- 
ceived his profligate servant with a rebuke of 
* unusual bitterness. '* Drunken villain," he said, 
" thy idleness and debauched folly will stretch 
a halter ere it be long ; and, for me, I care not 
how soon." 
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Tliisf^leafol^urgatioiiiLaiiibouraefVhowaB 
elated to an uousuhI d^^ee, not only by an ex- 
traordiparj cup of wine, but b; the gort of cxm- 
fidential interview he bod just bad with the £arl, 
and the secret of which be bad made hitnBelf maft- 
ter, did not recave with bis wonted humility. 
** Be would take no insolence of language," he 
sud, " from the best knigbt that ever wore spurs. 
]^(»d L^cester had detained him on ^me busi- 
nesB of import, and that was enou^ f<Mr Vamey, 
who was but a sa-rant like himself." 

Vomey was not a little surprised at his un- 
usual tone of insolence ; but,a8mbingittoliquw, 
suffered it to pass as if unnoticed, and tbeo be< 
gan to tamper with Lamboume, touching his 
willingness to did in removing out of the 1^1 of 
Ldcest«r''s way an obstacle to a rise, which would 
put it in his power to reward hia trusty followers 
to th«r utmost wish. And upon Michael Lam- 
bourne's seeming ignorant what was meant, he 
plainly indicated " the litter-load, yonder," as the 
impediment which he de^red should be removed. 
. " Look you, Sir Bichard, and so forth," said 
Michael, " some are wiser ^lan some, that is cme 
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Uung, and some are wocse thaa.80;]KytluCian- 
otliei'. .1 know my Icrd^s mind on this mattcc 
better than thou, fqt he hath trusted me fully in 
the matter^ Here are hii mandates, wid hU.lwt 
vorda were, Michael. Lambourne,—rfor his lordc 
^p Hpeaks to me as a gen^lema^ .of the sword* 
and useth not the words, drunken villain, or such 
like j^ases, of tli<»e who know not how to bear 
new dignities. — ^Vamey, says he, must pay fhe ut- 
most respect to my.Countess — I trust to. you foe 
looking to it, I<amboume, says his lordship, and 
you must bring back my ngnet from him pe- 
remptorily." 

" Ay," replied Vam^, " said he so, indeed P 
You know all, then P" 

" All— all— and you were as wise aa make a 
friend of me while the weather is fair betmxt us." 

" And was th^^ no one present," said Vamey, 
" when my lord so spoke F^ 

" Not a breathing creature," rephed Iiam- 
boume. " Think you my lord would trust any 
one mth such matters, save an approved man of 
action like mysdif ?" 
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"MoBttnie,''8aidVaniey;BBd,iiiBkiqgapauBe, 
he looked forward on the mocmligfat road. They 
' were traTersng a wide and open heath. The lit- 
ter heing at least a mile before them, was both 
out of fflght and hearing. He looked behind, and 
there was an expanse, h^ted b; the moonbeams, 
without one human bong in sight. He resumed 
his speech to Lamboume : " And will you turn 
upon your master, who has introduced you to 
this career of court-like fsTour^wbose appren- 
tice you have been, Michael— who has taught you 
the depths and shallowB of court intarigue P" 

** Michael not me,'" said Lamboume, " I have 
a name will brook a master before it as well as 
another ; and as to the rest, if I have been an 
- ^>prenlice, my indenture is out, and I am reso- 
lute to set up for myself." 

" Take thy quittance first, thou fool !" sud Var- 
ney ; and with a |»stol, which he had for some time 
held in hia hand, diot Lamboume throufj^ the 
body. 

The wretch fell from his horse, without a sin- 
gle groan ; and Vamey, dismounting, rifled his 
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pockets,' turning out the lining, that it might ap- 
pear he had fallen by robbers. He secured the 
Earrs packet, which was his chief object, but he 
also took Lamboume's purse, cont^ing some 
gold pieces, the reliquea of what his debaucheiy 
had left him, and, from a Angular combination of 
feelings, carried it in his hand only the length of 
a small river, which crossed the road, into which 
he threw it as far as he could fling. Such are the 
strange remnants of conscnence which remain af- 
ter she seems totally subdued, that this cruel and 
remorseless man would have felt himself degra- 
ded had he pocketed the few pieces belon^g to 
the wretch whom he had thus ruthlessly slain. 

Tbemurderer reloaded his |»Btol, after deaosiiig 
the lock and barrel from the appearances of late 
exfdosion, and rode calmly after the litter, satisfy- 
ing himself that he had so adroitly r^noved a trou- 
blesome witness to many of his intrigues, and the 
bearer of mandates which he had no intentions to 
obey, and which, therefore, he was deurous it 
should be thought had never reached his hand. 

The remainder of the journey was made with 
a degree of speed, which shewed the little care 
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they had fbc the health of the uoh^ppy Qoud- 
tenu .They paused only at places where allvas 
under thdr command, and where [he tale of 
the insane Lady Varney would hare obtuqed 
ready credit, bad she. made any attempt to ap- 
peal to the compamon of the few pencmB. admit- 
ted tp see her. But Amy saw no .chaoce of .obr 
taining a hearing from any to vb<Hn she had an 
opportunity of addresuog herself and, beades, . 
was too terrified fw ^ presence of Varney to 
violate the implied condiboo, under which she 
was to travel free from his company. The au- 
thority of Varney, often so used, during the Earrs 
private joumies to Cumnor, readily procured re- 
lays of horses. where wanted, so that they ap- 
proached Cumnor-Place upon the night after they 
left Kenilworth. 

At this period of the journey, Vamey came 
up to the rear of the litter, as he bad djone be- 
fore repeatedly during the journey, and asked, 
" What doea she i'*' , 

" She sleeps," said Foster ; " I woyld we were 
hom^— her strength is exhausted." 
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" Heat will restore her," answered Vamey. 
« She shall soon sleep sound and long — we must 
condder how to lodge her in safety," 

<* In her own apartments to be sure," Btad 
Foster. " I have sent Janet to her aunt''s, with 
a proper rebuke, and the old women are Uuth it- 
sdf— ^or (hey hate this lady cordially." 

" We will not trust them, however, friend 
Anthony," said Vamey ; " we must secure her in 
that stronghold where you keep your gold." 
. " My gold r said Anthony, much alarmed ; 
" why, what gold have I F^-God help me, I have 
no gold— X would I had." 

" Now, marry hang thee, thou stupid brut&— 
ivho thinks of or cares for thy gold P— If I did, 
could I not £ad an hundred better ways to come 
at it?— In one word, thy bed-chamber, which 
thou hast fenced so curiously, must be her place 
of secluuon; and thou, thou hind, shall press 
her [nllows of down.— I dare to say the Earl will 
never ask aAer the rich furtuture of these four 
rooms." 

This last consideration rendered Foster tract- 
able ; he only asked permisnon to ride before, to 
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make matters ready, and, spurring lua hone, he 
posted before the litter, vhile Vam^ falling 
about threescore paces behind it, it remaiiied only 
attended by Tlder. 

When they had amred at Cunuu^-Flace, the 
Countess asked eagerly for Janet, and shewed 
much alarm when infonned that she was no 
longer to have the attendance of that anuaUe 
girl. 

*' My daughter is dear to me, madam," sud 
Foster, grufDy; " and I desire not that she 
should get the court-tricks of lying and sca{Mng 
^-somewhat too much of that has die learned al- 
ready, an it please your ladyship." 

The Countess, much fatigued and greatly 
terrified by the <nrcumstances of her journey, 
made no answer to this insolence, but mildly ex- 
pressed a wish to retire lo her chamber. 

" Ay, ay," muttered Poster, *' lis but rea- 
sonable ; but, under favour, you go not to your 
gew-gaw toy-house yonder— you will sleep to- 
night in better security," 

" I would it were in my grave," said the 



n,Goo<^[c 



KEHILWOftTH. 888 

Countess ; " but that mortal feeHngs Bhirer at 
the idea oF bouI and body parting.'" 

" You, I guess, have no chance to shiver at 
that,*" replied Foster. " My lord comes hither 
t(>4norroff> and doubtless you will make your 
own ways good with him.** 

" But does be c<mie hither P— does he indeed, 
good Foster r 

" O ay, good Foster P replied the other. 
" But what Foster shall I be to-morrow, when 
you speak of me to my lord — though all I have 
done was to obey his own orders." 

" You shall be my protector — a rough one in- 
deed — hut still aprotector," answered the Count- 
ess. " 0, that Janet were but here T 

" She is better where she is," answered Fos- 
ter—" one of you is enough to perplex a plun 
head — ^but will you taste any refreshment ?" 

" O no, no — my chamber — my chamber. I 
trust," she said, " I may secure it on the in- 
Mde." 

" With all my heart," answered Poster, " so 
I may secure it on the out^de i" and taking 
& li^t, he led the way to a part of the building 
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where Amy had never been, and conducted her 
up a Etur of great height, preceded hj one of 
the old womrai frith a lamp. At the head of 
the ttair, vhich Eeemed of almost unineasUiaUe 
h^ght, they croned a short woodoi gtHeryi 
formed of black oak^ and Ttiry naiixnr, at the far- 
ther end of which was a Btrong oaken door, whidi 
opened and admitted them into the miso^s aparU 
ment, homely in its acecHnmodatumsin the v^ry 
last degree, and, except in name, little differmt 
from a prison-Tault 

Foster stopped at the door, and gave the lamp 
to the Countess, without nther bffering or per- 
mitting the attoidance of the old woman wbo had 
carried it. The lady stood not cm ceremony, bat 
taking it hastily, barred the doOr, and secured it 
with the ample means provided on the in^de for 
that purpose. 

Varney, meanwhile, had lurked behind on the 
stairs, but hearing the door barred, be now came 
up on tiptoe, and Foster, wiDJcing to him, point- 
ed with self-«(Hnplacence to a piece of concealed 
machinery in the wall, which, playing with much 
ease and little nmse, dropped a part of the wood- 
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HI g&llery, after the manner of a drawbridge, bo 
as to' cut off all commanication between tbedoor 
of the bed-room, which heusually inhabited, and 
the laDding-place of the high winding-sbdr wbidi 
ascended to it. The ropeby vihidi this madiinery 
was"wrought was generally carried within the 
bed-chamber, it b^ng Foster's object to' provide 
against JovKntm from without ; hut now- that it 
vas ititended to secure the prisoiier within, tfa^ 
cord had lieen brought over to the landuig-piace, 
and was there made fast, when Foster, with much 
complacincy, had dropped the unsuspected trap- 
door. ■'" ' 

Vdmey looked with great attention at the ma. 
chiuery, aiicl peeped more tHan once down the 
deep abyss which was opened by the fall of the 
trap-door. It was dark as ptdi, and seemed 
profoundly deep, gtnTig,' as Foster informed his 
confederate in a whisper, nigh to the lowest 
Taiilt of Ihe CasUe. VarD'tiycast once moreafix- 
ed and long look down Into this sable gulph, and 
then followed Foster to the part ot the muior- 
hoitse most usually inhabited. 
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When they armed in the parlour irhidi we 
have mentioDcd, Vamey requested Foster to get 
them supper, and some of the chwcest wia& " I 
will seek AlaMx>,"he added ; " we have work for 
him to do, and we must put him into good heart." 

Foster groaned at this intimation, but made 
no remonstrance. The old woman assured Var- 
ney that Alasco had scarce eaten or drunken ance 
her master's departure, living perpetually shut 
up in the laboratoiy, and talking as if the w<nrld's 
continuance depended oa what hewasdmngtbete. 

" I will teach him that the world hath other 
diums on him," said Vamey, sazing a light, and 
going in quest of the alch^nist He returned, af- 
ter a con^derable absence, very pale, but yet with 
his habitual sneer on his cheek and nostril — ^"Our 
Jnend,'" he said, " has exhaled.'' 

" How 1 what mean you ?" said Foster— 
" Kun away — ^fled with my forty pounds, that 
should have been multiplied a thousand fold? I 
will have Hue and Cry.^ 

** I will tell thee a surer way," eaiA Vamey. 

" How ! which way P" exclaimed Foster ; " X 
will have back my forty pounds — I deemed ^^em 
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as surely a thousand times multiplied— I wilt 
have back mj in-put, at the least." 

" Gki haDj; thyself then, and sue Alasco in the 
Devil's Court of Cfaanceiy , for Unther he has car- 
ried the cause.'* 

" How !— ^hst doest thou mean — ^is he dead ?" 

'* Aj, truly is he," said Varney ; '* and pro- 
perly swoln already in the faxe and body — He bad 
been mixing some of his devil's medicines, and 
the glass mask which he used constantly had fail- 
en from his face, so that the subtle poison en- 
tned the brain, and did its work." 

"Semcta Maria r stud Foster ; — " I mean,God 
in his mercy preserve us from covetousness and 
deadly ^ !— Had he not had [mijection, think 
you F Saw you do ingots in the crucibles f" 

" Nay, I looked not but at the dead carrion," 
answn^ Vamey ; " an ugly spectacle — he was 
swoln like a corpse three days exposed on the 
wheel — ^Pah I pve me a cup of wine." 

" I will goy" said Foster, ** I will examine my- 
self— -He took the lamp, taid hastened to the 
door, but there hesitated, and paused. " Will 
you not go with me ?" said he to Vamey. 
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" To what purpose ?" gaid Varney ; " I have 
aeen and smelled enough to spoil my ajqietite. 
I broke the window, however, and let in die m- — 
it re^ed cJ Bulphur, and such like suffixnting 
Bteams, aa if the very devil had been there." 

*' And might it not be the aiet of the peemoa 
fauoself f" said Foster, still hetkatiiig't " I have 
beard be b powerful at such timea, and withsucli 

'* StJSl, if it INT* that Satan of thine," bubwht- 
«d \uaey, " who thus jades thj imagiiution, 
thou art in perfect t^ety, unless he b a most qb- 
conei^oaable devil indeed. He hath bad two good 
ai^ of late." 

" How, Am sops — what mean you P" said Eoa- 
tea*—** what mean you ?" 

" You will know in time," said Vamey ;— *' and 
then this other banquet — but thou wilt esteem 
Her too choice a morael for the fiend's tooth— she 
must have her psalms, end baTp% and seraphs." 

Anthony Foster heard, and came slowly back 
to the table : " God ! Sir Richard, and mtiet that 
Aenbedone?" 

" Ay, in very truth, Anthony, or there comet 
no copyhold thy way." 
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" I always fbfesAw it rfould land thtt'e," b^ 
Foster ; " but how, Sir Richard, how ? — for MOt 
to win th« World #ould I pat Ihandd dn h#.* 

"I<iMtttftStWiBnetJ>ee,''sfeidVfittwy^"Idh6uM 
te ti^utJtWlt K) <k) ihta rt/peiS^^e miSs Ait^ob 
bdd fas fntUUta Mx»My>, «y, Mtd t^ <idg Lsfitl. 

" Whyt wlHA6 intAett tMUhmtt^ •'^ Mttd Au- 

" Afek tM queatiwis," Baki VaMwy, " thbu witt 
see him Mi« day, if thy creediBtru&.'^But'tooifr 
gMT^ iiMtt».-^I ^U tt»t^ thee k spring^i 'Toi^y, 
to eatch it p^wtt^tUidet brap-doon-o-ymider gitH- 
^jirack ot tMile, vill retn^n secure in fippearAnce, 
will it not, ^oU^ the Supports aK withdrfattn 
b«»«th?" 

«' Ay, tuAMy, wiH it," auid Foster ; " so kmg 
M it itf not trodilen oc." 

" Bmwete die lady to nttetnpt an escape over 
h,' replied VaHiey, " itet *eight -froold cRlty It 
daWB?" 

" A mouse's weight would do it," said Foster. 

*' Why, then, she diea in atlemptinghw esfcape, 

and what ttiuld ymi or I help it, honest Tohy ? 
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Let us to bed, we will adjust our prefect tomor- 

lOW." 

Oa tbe Bezt day, when evemag aj^troached, 

Varney sumnomied Foster to tbe executitHi of 
dieir plan. ^IHder and Vogter'a old man-Benrant 
were sent on a feigQed errand down to tlie vil- 
lage, and Anthcaiy himself, as if anxious to see 
that tbe Countess suffered no want of acccfmmo- 
dadon, viated her place of confinemoit. He wqs 
so much staggered at the mildness and patience 
with which she seoned to endure her oraifiaanrat, 
that he could not help earnestly reoommending 
to her not to cross the threshold of her room 
on any account whatsoever, until Lord I^acestec 
should come, " Which," he added, " I trust in 
God, will be very socm.* Amy patioiUy prmni- 
sed that she would retugn herself to her &te, and 
Foster returned to his hardened companion with 
his consdence half-eaied of the penlous load that 
weighed on it "I have warned her," he said ; 
" surely in vam is the snare set in the sight of any 
bird." 

He left, therefore, tbe Countess's door unsecu- 
xeioa theoutude, and under the eye of Vaisey, 
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withdrew the supports which sust^ed the falling 
trap, which, therefore, kept its level position mere- 
ly by a slight adhtision. They withdrew to wait 
the issue on the ground-floor adjoining, but tb^ 
waited long in \ain. At length Vamey, after 
walking long to and froj with bis face muffled in 
his cloak, threw it suddenly back, and s^, " Sure- 
ly never was a woman fool enough to n^ect so 
fait an opportunity of escape !" 

" Perhaps she is resolved," s^d Foster, ** to 
awfut her husband's return.'* 

" True i— most true," said Vamey, rushing 
out, " I had not thought of that before." 

In less than two minutes, Foster, who renuun- 
ed behind, heard the tread of a horse in the court, 
yard, and then a whistle similar to that which was 
the Earl's usual dgnal ; — the instant after the 
door of the Countess's chamber opened, and in 
the same moment the trap-door gave way. There 
was a rushing sound — a heavy fall — a faint groan 
— and all was over. 

At the same instant, Vamey called in at the 
window, in an accent and tone whidi was an in- 
describable mixture betwixt horror and nullery, 
*< Is the bird caught?— Is the deed done?" 
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" Oed, lorgive us T refdied Anthony FoMer. 

" Wh^f tbpu fqal*" Bud Varney, " thy tcul i& 
VSi^t ap4. thy reward s^^Fe, Lpok dowp in- 
tp the Tftultr^wliRt SWB* tJipH ?" 

•' I 86^ QOjy a bepp fjf wbiW ^Mt^a, like « 
flWW^TifC sfl'tl Fwtar. " O Gpd, she ipQvw 

'* IJiul Ei9Pt«ttuqg dPTi> W heT.--Thy gjM 
chest, Tony — it ■■ «& he^vy qw^ 

'* Vi^wy, thou art aii Hi«9raate fiend T re- 
plied Fosto- ; — " Then! ne«d$ oothing Rm<9*^ 
she i» gon$ !" 

" So pfw o*" troubltw." said VvrMyi foterii^ 
the nKW 1 " I dr^Bined iKit l ceidd ba,v0 mi- 
micked the Karl*a call (owvU," 

". Oh» if tli«^e be judgqiept in hesT^ thou 
halt dei«ryed it," swd Foster, " and wil^meet it I 
TTi-Thou li4St destroyed h^f by meaps of her beat 
Affe^on&irJlt i> a iii^ething of the lud in the mo.' 
ihw'a "niUt-" 

" Thou art a fanatical ass," replied Vqrney ; 
" let u^ paw thipli ho[w tb^ idwra should b^ s^Ten, 
:mthe body is tg. rwoaift where it is." 

Biu( their wick^Q^SK w^ (9 be permitted OQ 
longer ;-Tnfori eycn while they were tf this con* 

, . e.onolL- 
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BultatioD, Tre&ulUn and RtiUagh htoks in uppn 
tbcm, having obtfuned adoiittance by means of 
Tidex qad Foster's secvanta, whom they had b&- 
cured at the village. 

Aothony Foster fled on ^eir eatrance ; and, 
koowing each corner and pose of the intricate old 
houB«, escaped all search. But Vamey was taken 
on the spot; and, instead of expressing oom- 
punctiion for what he had done, seemed to t^e a 
fiendish pleasure in pointing out to them the re- 
muns of the nmrdered Countess, while at the 
same time he defied them to shew that he had any 
share in her death. The de^»iring giief of Tres- 
talian, on viewing the mangled and yet warm re- 
mains of what had lately been so lovely and bo 
beloved, was such, that Haleigh was compelled to 
have him removed from the place by force, while 
he himself assumed the diiecUon of what was to 
be done. 

Vamey, upon a seeond examination, made 
very little mystery tathet of the crime or of its 
modves; dicing, as a reastm for his frankness, 
that though much of what he confessed could 
only have attached to him by suspicion, yet such 
suspicion would have been suffident to depnve 

, . Conoid- 
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him <A i^KeHet't confidenoe, and to diestrojnll 
his towering {dans of amlution. *' I was not 
born," he said, " to drag on the renuunder of 
life a degraded outcast, — aor will I so die, that 
my fate shall make a holiday to the vulgar herd." 

Fnmi these words it was appr^ended he had 
some design uptMi himself, and he was carefully 
dejHived of all means, by which such could be 
carried into executitm. But like some of the be> 
roes of antiquity, he carried about lus pawm a 
small quantity at strong ptnson, prepared proba- 
bly by the celdjrated Demetrius Alasca Having 
swallowed this potion over-oi^t, be was found 
next morning dead in his cell ; nor did he appear 
to have suffered much agony, his countenance 
presenting, even in death, the halntual expression 
of sneering sarcasm, which was predominant while 
he lived. The wicked man, saith Scripture, hath 
no bonds in his death. 

The fate of bis colleague in wickedness was 
l<Mig unknown. Cumnor-Flace was deserted im<- 
mediately after the murder ; for, in the vicinity 
of what was called the Lady Dudley's Chamber, 
the domestics pretended to bear groans and 
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screams, and other gupematural noises. After a 
cerUun length of time, Janet, hearing no tidings 
of her father, became the unccmtrouled mistress 
of his'property, and conferred it with her hand 
upon Wayland, now a man of settled character, 
and holding a place in Elizabetb^s household. But 
it was after they had heen both dead for some 
years, that th^ eldest son and heir, in making 
some researches about Cumnor-Hall, discovered 
a secret passage, closed by an iron doOT, which, 
opening from behind the bed in the Lady Dud. 
tey*s Chamber, descended to a sort of cell, in 
which they found an iron chest ctrntaining a quan- 
tity <^ gold, and a human skeleton stretched above 
it. The fate of Anthony Foster was now mani- 
fest. He had fled to this place of concealment, 
forgetting the key of the spring-lock ; and being 
barred from escape, by the means he had used 
fi>r preservation of that gold, for wiiich be hod 
sold his salvation, he had there perished miser- 
ably. Unquestionably the groans and screams 
heard by the domestics were not entirely imagi- 
nary, but were those of this wretch, who, in his 
agony, was crying fra relief and succour. 
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TIm news of the Countess's dmdful fate put 
s tuddea peiiod tQ the fdeasures of KenUworth, 
Ij^ceflter retired from court, and for « cos^der. 
able time dmndopfdluinielf to his r«K»8e. But 
49 VanKy is hia last dedvatkw had beep studi- 
ous to spare the cbwact^r of his pfttrcKi, the Earl 
yiW the object ratbw of compnssiw) thwi reseat- 
ment. TbeQueea at Wgth recalled lum to court; 
be was ODoe more disdn^isbed as a statesmaD wd 
favourite, aad the K^ttrf' bis career is w^ known 
tobiftory. But tha« 'was sontetbiiig rdributive 
in blB death, if, acocvding to an aooount very ge- 
oendly received, it tqolc yUaee from his swalloV'. 
ing a dFHggbt of poisoD, which was desgned for 
another peraoB. 

&x Hugh Robsart ^ed very aoon after Ida 
daug^ta, having settled his estate oa Tresnban. 
But nnther the {mwpect of rural iodependeooe, 
oar the promisee of favour which Elisabeth hdd 
out to induce him to follow the court, ctHild re- 
move his profound melaadiolj. Wherever be 
went* he seemed to see brfore him tbe disfigured 
cfvpte of the euly and only object of his ^ffec 
tion. At length, having made {ffoviuon for the 
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munl^iaace of the old friends and old servanto 
who formed Sir Hugh's family at Lidcote-Hall, 
he himself embarked with his friend Ral^h for 
the Virginia expedition, and, young in years but 
old in gridii, died before hia day in that fordgn 
land. 

Of inferior p^sons it is only necesaary to say, 
that Blount's wit grew brighter as his yellow 
roses faded ; and that, doing his part as a brave 
commander in the wars, he was much more in his 
element, than during the short period i^ his fol- 
lowing the court ; and that Flibbertigibbet's acute 
genius raised him to favour and distinction, in 
the employment both of Burleigh and Cecil. 



The outlines of this melancholy tale may be 
found, at length, in Ashmole's Antiquities of 
Berkshire, and it is alluded to in many other 
works which treat of L^C¥Ster*s history. The 
ingenious translator of " Camoens," William Ju- 
bus Mickle, has made the Countess's tragedy the 
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sul^ect of a beautiful elegy, called Cumnor-Hall, 
which concludes with these lines : 

llw Tflhge maids, with fearM glance. 
Avoid the andent moas-grDwn will. 

Nor eva lead the morj dance 
Among the grarea of Ciunnoi^HalL 

And manj a traTcUer Itas ugh'd. 

And pendTe moum'd tlut lady's foil. 

As wandering onwatd he has q>ied 
The haunted towen of Comiior-IIalL 
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